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Aboriginal Stakeholders

DEFINITIONS

Aboriginal stakeholders registered for cultural heritage consultation for the
development.

Ancillary infrastructure

All project infrastructure with the exception of battery storage, including but not
limited to the substation, switching rooms, permanent offices, site compounds,
electricity transmission lines and internal roads.

Consequence

Outcome or impact of a hazardous incident, including the potential for escalation.

Construction

The construction of the development, including but not limited to, the carrying out
of any earthworks on site and the construction of the battery storage and any
ancillary infrastructure (but excludes road upgrades or maintenance works to the
public road network, building/road dilapidation surveys, installation of fencing,
artefact survey and/or salvage, overhead line safety marking and geotechnical
drilling and/or surveying)

Derived Native Grassland

a secondary grassland that develops from a grassy woodland or forest ecosystem
after the tree overstorey is removed, such as through clearing or dieback, but the
native ground flora, like grasses and herbs, remains relatively intact

Development footprint

The area within the site on which the components of the project will be constructed
(shown in Appendix 1 of the development consent)

Equis The Trustee for Equis Energy (Australia) Ngumi 4 Holding Trust

ESCP a plan that demonstrates the proposed erosion prevention and sediment control
measures/techniques used for a site as part of its construction, including ongoing
management and maintenance of these techniques for the length of the
development.

Feasible Feasible relates to engineering considerations and what is practical to build or
implement

FRNSW Fire and Rescue NSW

Heavy vehicle

As defined by the Heavy Vehicle National Law (NSW), but excluding light and
medium rigid trucks and buses no more than 8 tonnes and with not more than 2
axels

Heavy vehicle requiring
escort

Any vehicle that requires a pilot vehicle and/or escort vehicle, as defined by the
National Heavy Vehicle Regulator's NSW Class 1 Load Carrying Vehicle
Operator’s Guide

Heritage Act Heritage Act 1977
Heritage NSW Heritage NSW division within NSW DCCEEW
Incident A set of circumstances that causes or threatens to cause material harm to the

environment

Material harm

Is harm that:

e involves actual or potential harm to the health or safety of human beings or to
ecosystems that is not trivial; or

e results in actual or potential loss or property damage of an amount, or amounts
in aggregate, exceeding $10,000 (such loss includes the reasonable costs
and expenses that would be incurred in taking all reasonable and
practicable measures to prevent, mitigate or make good harm to the
environment)

Megawatt MwW
Megawatt hours MWh
Minimise Implement all reasonable and feasible mitigation measures to reduce the impacts

of the development

Non-associated residence

A dwelling in existence at the date of this consent which is not associated with the
development

Non-compliance

An occurrence, set of circumstances or development that is a breach of this
consent but is not an incident

Off-site

Areas extending beyond the development extent boundary.

Operation

The operation of the development, but does not include commissioning, trials of
equipment or the use of temporary facilities

Planning Systems SEPP

State Environmental Planning Policy (Planning Systems) 2021



Public Infrastructure

Linear and related infrastructure that provides services to the general public, such
as roads, railways, water supply, drainage, sewerage, gas supply, electricity,
telephone, telecommunications, irrigation channels, drainage channels

Reasonable

Reasonable relates to the application of judgement in arriving at a decision, taking
into account: mitigation benefits, cost of mitigation versus benefits provided,
community views and the nature and extent of potential improvements

Rehabilitation

The restoration of land disturbed by the development to a good condition, to ensure
it is safe, stable and non-polluting

Resilience and Hazards
SEPP

State Environmental Planning Policy (Resilience and Hazards) SEPP 2021

Risk The likelihood of a specified undesired event occurring within a specified period or
in specified circumstances. It may be either a frequency (the number of specified
events occurring in unit time) or a probability (the probability of a specified event
following a prior event), depending on the circumstances.

Roads Act Roads Act 1993

SEARs Secretary’s Environmental Assessment Requirements

Site As indicated by the Site Boundary on the figure in Appendix 1 and listed in

Appendix 2 of the development consent

Temporary facilities

Temporary facilities used for the construction, upgrading and/or decommissioning
of the development, including but not limited to temporary site offices and
compounds, materials storage compounds, maintenance workshops, material
stockpiles, laydown areas and parking spaces.

Upgrading

The replacement of battery storage and ancillary infrastructure on site (excluding
maintenance) in accordance with the conditions of this consent.

Vehicle movement

One vehicle entering and leaving the site



Calala BESS Independent Environmental Audit (2025)

1 Executive Summary

Urban Perspectives was engaged by Equis Energy to undertake an Independent Environmental Audit
(IEA) of the Calala Battery Energy Storage System (the site). This document outlines the method,
findings, and recommendations of the Calala BESS IEA and was undertaken from 9-10 September
2025.

The purpose of the IEA was to address the requirements of Condition C14 of the state significant
development consent SSD 52786213 (the development consent) and assess overall compliance and
environmental performance of the site. In accordance with Condition C15 of the consent, the IEA team
was approved by the Planning Secretary, Department of Planning, Housing and Infrastructure (DPHI)
on 24 June 2025.

The IEA criteria which the site was assessed against for this IEA included:

e Development consent conditions of SSD 52786213
e Adequacy and implementation of management plans developed in accordance with the
development consent approval conditions:

Traffic Management Plan (TMP) — Condition B10
Biodiversity Management Plan (BMP) — Condition B16
Accommodation and Employment Strategy — Condition B36
Environmental Management Strategy (EMS) — Condition C1

O O O O

The IEA included an opening meeting, IEA interviews, site inspection, documentation / evidence review
and closing meeting.

IEA Findings

Overall, the project demonstrated a 98% compliance rate with all applicable conditions of consent. Of
the 70 conditions audited, 24 were found to be not triggered at the time of the IEA. One condition was
identified as non-compliant, and three opportunities for improvement were noted.

IEA Findings & Recommendations
Non-conformances

1. Condition B1 requires that the applicant ensure the development does not generate more than
100 light vehicle movements a day during construction, upgrading, or decommissioning. A
record is not being maintained to ensure the development does not exceed daily light vehicle
limits. Refinement of light vehicle monitoring and surveillance is recommended to
ensure the development does not generate more than 100 light vehicle movements a day
during construction.

Improvement Opportunities

1. Management to undertake close monitoring of the Accommodation and Employment Strategy
during the peak construction period. Currently accommodation choices have largely been
driven by employees seeking to maximise their Living Away from Home Allowance (LAHA).
However, during major events, such as the Tamworth Country Music Festival, more active
management and contingency planning may be necessary to avoid accommodation pressures.

Page | 1
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Relocate ATF fencing where feasible to protect trees currently within the worksite boundary by
positioning them outside the construction area.

Investigate obtaining disposal receipts from the Tamworth Sewage Treatment Plant to verify
that sewage is managed at a licensed facility.

Page | 2
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2 Introduction

The Department of Planning, Housing and Infrastructure (DPHI) has appointed Urban Perspectives to
undertake an Independent Environmental Audit (IEA) of the Calala Battery Energy Storage System (Calala
BESS), located at 474 Calala Lane, Calala, NSW. The Minister for Planning and Public Spaces, being the
consent authority, approved the SSD on 28 June 2024 under section 4.36 of the Environmental Planning and
Assessment Act 1979.

The independent audit was conducted on 09 September 2025 at the BESS facility in accordance with
Condition C14 of the development consent SSD 52786213, which mandates compliance with the Department
of Planning’s Independent Audit Post-Approval Requirements (2020), and concluded on 10 September 2025.
The audit assessed the project's compliance with applicable conditions of consent, environmental
management measures, and relevant statutory obligations. This Independent Environmental Audit report
presents the findings based on objective assessment of the environmental performance and compliance
status of the Calala Battery Energy System (Calala BESS). This report also presents the methodology, key
findings, and recommendations for the audit.

2.1 Background

The Calala Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) development site is located 6.5 km southeast of
Tamworth and 1.7 km west of Calala town centre (EIS, Mecone, 3 October 2023). The footprint of the Battery
Energy Storage System (BESS) occupies approximately of 8.9 ha within Lot 17 DP 629969 (approximately
24% if the total lot area). Tamworth electricity substation is situated approximately 1 km southwest of the
BESS site. The BESS will be capable of storing excess energy generated through harnessing the energy
from a diverse range of renewable sources. The project supports the NSW Government'’s strategic focus on
strengthening the state’s energy infrastructure—specifically in transmission, generation, storage, and firming
capacity. By delivering dispatchable electricity, it will enhance grid stability in the Tamworth Region, improve
energy reliability, and contribute to reducing greenhouse gas emissions.

Fig. 1 below provides an overview of the BESS and the locality. (Source: Environmental Management Strategy,
12/06/2025)
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Fig. 1: Overview of the Calala BESS layout.
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The development of the standalone BESS, along with its ancillary components, spans multiple lots zoned
RUS5: Primary Production under the Tamworth Regional Local Environmental Plan 2010 (Tamworth LEP
2010). Besides the footprint of the BESS, the following lots are affected by the development:

e Lot 16 DP 629969 (57 Burgess Lane, Calala)
e Lot 3 DP 244399 (Burgmanns Lane, Calala)
o Lot 4 244399 (Burgess Lane, Calala)

o Lot 6219993 (99 Burgess Lane Calala)

In addition, the development makes use of the road corridors along Calala Lane and Burgess Lane. The
transmission line connecting Tamworth substation to the BESS will be via an underground transmission
cable. Table 1 below provides an overview of the Calala BESS.

Table 1: Overview of Calala BESS

e anew facility with a storage capacity of up to 300 MW and
discharge capacity of 600 MWh.
e Comprises battery modules, a substation, inverter stations,
Battery Energy Storage System distribution kiosks, a control room and switch room, and a
warehouse.
e |ocated at 474 Calala Lane, which is legally identified as Lot 17
DP629969.

e underground transmission cable from the BESS to Transgrid 330
kV Tamworth substation.
e traverses the following lots:
Transmission connection o 57 Burgess Lane, Calala (Lot 16 DP629969)
o Burgmanns Lane, Calala (Lot 3 DP244399)
o Burgess Lane, Calala (Lot 4 DP244399)
o 707 Burgmanns Lane, Calala (Lot 6 DP219993)

e Site access from Calala Lane

e Internal access roads, associated maintenance and parking
e  Control room and staff amenities

o Warehouse, stormwater and fire management infrastructure
o  Utilities

e Signage, fencing and security systems

o Noise attenuation walls

e Landscaping and site rehabilitation works

Ancillary elements

e Lot 17 DP 629969
e Lot 16 DP 629969
e Lot3 DP 244399
e Lot4 DP 244399
e Lot6 DP 219993
e Road Corridor

Schedule of lands

Site Area e 57.04 ha
Development footprint e 11.4ha
BESS footprint e 89ha

RU4 — Primary Production Small Lots under Tamworth Regional Local
Environmental Plan 2010 (LEP).

Existing Tamworth substation located southeast of the BESS facility.
Connection to substation BESS connection to be established via underground transmission
cable, and ancillary works.

Land Use

Duration of BESS construction Approximately 18 months
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Calala BESS Independent Environmental Audit (2025)

Entry and exit to and from site via a newly constructed driveway off
Calala Lane.

Capital Investment Value (CIV) $ 518 million
Expected operational life of BESS 25 years

Access arrangement

The Biodiversity Management Plan Area or BMP area is 44.18 hectares in area and located approximately
9 kilometres southeast of the Oxley Highway between Tamworth and Westdale in northwest NSW. The BMP
area, as illustrated in Figure 2 of the Plan is predominantly cleared of remnant woody native vegetation and
extensive past clearing for agriculture such as cropping, improved pasture and livestock grazing is evident
across the landscape. Areas of native vegetation are largely present in the form of modified derived native
grasslands (DNG) in the north along Calala Creek and in the southwest. Planted tree screens within
productive areas and along Calala Lane contain a combination of exotic and native species. According to the
Biodiversity Management Plan for the Calala Battery Energy Storage System, the total area undergoing
vegetation clearing is 4.94 hectares.

Mew England
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Development fotprint
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Figure 2 Site Map
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-_————
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APEMGrau

The BESS will operate 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, with occasional maintenance activities occurring
between 7 am and 6 pm Monday to Friday or 8 am to 1 pm Saturday. According to the current development
consent, no work is to occur on Sunday or public holidays (except where emergency maintenance is
required). Fig. 2 below provides an indicative construction program for the development of Calala BESS.
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Construction of site
access point off Calala
Lane

Site mobilisation

Clearing of surface
vegetation and installing
security fences

Benching of site

Delivery of components
and equipment

Installation of
components and
commissioning

Site rehabilitation,
landscaping and
vegetation works

Site demaobilization

Fig. 2: Indicative construction stages (source: Traffic Management Plant, Rev B, 12 June 2025)

Voluntary Planning Agreement

On 20 August 2025, Equis Energy lodged a formal request with the Planning Secretary seeking an extension
of time to finalise the Voluntary Planning Agreement (VPA) with Tamworth Council. The Planning Secretary
considered the request noting the continued delay in executing the VPA and the consultation with Tamworth
Regional Council concerning the proposed changes.

On 16 September 2025, the Planning Secretary approved the request to vary the original agreement, granting
an extension of 6 months for executing the Voluntary Planning Agreement (VPA) with Tamworth Regional
Council. Under the revised condition, Equis is now required to execute the VPA within 9 months from the
commencement of construction or by end of February / early March 2026. If Equis and Council do not enter
into a VPA or similar agreement within 9 months of starting construction:

e Then, within 10 months of starting construction (and annually thereafter during the project's
operation), the Equis must make a Section 7.12 contribution under the Environmental Planning and
Assessment Act to the Council for the the amount is specified in Part B of Appendix 5 of the SSD
consent.

Furthermore, under the varied agreement issued by the Planning Secretary, Equis is required to make a
lump sum payment equivalent to 0.31% of the final Capital Investment Value (as determined at Financial
Close) within 20 business days following the execution of the VPA. In addition, the agreement stipulates an
annual payment of $200,000 (adjusted for CPI), to be made either through the VPA or via a separate
Community Benefits Fund, for the first three years of the project's operation.

It is noted that Calala BESS is currently in Stage 1 — the construction phase. As the operational phase has

not yet commenced, monetary contributions associated with the operational phase of the SSD are not
applicable at this time.

Development approval timeline

On 28 June 2024, the Planning Secretary approved Development and granted development consent to
Equis. Later, on 16 January 2025, Equis submitted the staging request to the Planning Secretary. To ensure
timely delivery of the project, the Planning Secretary granted approval for the development to occur in stages
as follows:

e Stage 1 — construction

e Stage 2 — operation
e Stage 3 — decommissioning

Page | 6
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Request for further staging: In response to commercial offtake agreements, Equis sought the Planning
Secretary's consent on 28 May 2025 to stage the BESS construction in two stages including an initial 250
MW followed by 50 MW. On 10 June 2025, the Director of Energy Assessment (acting on behalf of the
Planning Secretary) approved the request. Based on the considerations, the Planning Secretary approved
the development to be undertaken in the following stages:

o Stage 1: Construction

Stage 1a: commence road upgrades or maintenance works to the public road network,

building/road dilapidation surveys, installation of fencing, artefact survey and/or sa
overhead line safety marking and geotechnical drilling and/or surveying.

Ivage,

Stage 1b: commence construction including but not limited to, the carrying out of any
earthworks on site and installation of any ancillary infrastructure (excluding the battery

storage as defined the development consent).
Stage 1c: continue construction including works associated with the BESS.

Stage 1d: continuation of BESS construction including movement of heavy vehicles

requiring escort during construction as described in Condition B1 of Schedule 2 of
Consent.

e Stage 2: BESS Operation; and
e Stage 3: BESS Decommissioning

This approval enabled better management of developmental complexities, including minimizing disruptions,
with a particular focus on noise and traffic movement. The development timeline is elaborated in Table 2
below. Fig.3 and Fig.4 provide site layout of the BESS and general development layout of the SSD

respectively.

Table 2: Calala BESS development timeline

stage 1 (construction); stage 2 (operation); and stage 3 (decommissioning).

for Stage 1a and Stage 1b

28 June 2024 Development consent granted under delegation from the Minister for Planning and
Public Spaces and section 4.38 of the EP&A Act 1979.

16 January 2025 Equis (Australia) submits request to the Planning Secretary seeking approval to stage
the development

04 March 2025 Planning Secretary approves that development be carried out in the following stages:

Also approves staging of the Traffic Management Plan (TMP) requiring updating TMP

Strategy (ver. 3, 9 May 2025)

01 April 2025 Equis requests the Planning Secretary to allow site establishment works including
benching of areas to commence on site in parallel with the construction of the site
access point off Calala Lane as required by Condition B6 of Schedule 2 of the
development consent (SSD-52786213-PA-4)

07 April 2025 e The Planning Secretary approves site establishment works, including benching

activities.
e  Works would be limited to the following:
o on-site car parking for construction personnel involved in the initial
construction works;
o temporary buildings (for site establishment);
o construction laydown & compound areas;
o internal access road; and
o benching of areas directly associated with the initial site establishment
work
e Furthermore, the site access point off Calala Lane to be completed within 3 months
of commencement of the upgrade or prior to any other construction activities
beyond those mentioned above commencing on site. See Appendix F for details.
14 May 2025 Acknowledgement receipt from DPHI of the Accommodation and Employment

Page |7
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28 May 2025

Request by Equis (Australia) to the obtain Planning Secretary’s agreement to construct
the BESS in two stages due to commercial offtake agreements. Proposal to construct
first stage of 250 MW followed by a second stage of 50 MW.

10 June 2025

Planning Secretary considers request made by Equis (Australia) and agrees to stage
the development as follows:

e Stage 1a: commence road upgrades or maintenance works to the public road
network, building/road dilapidation surveys, installation of fencing, artefact
survey and/or salvage, overhead line safety marking and geotechnical drilling
and/or surveying.

e Stage 1b: commence construction including but not limited to, the carrying out
of any earthworks on site and installation of any ancillary infrastructure
(excluding the battery storage as defined the development consent).

e Stage 1c: continue construction including works associated with the BESS.

e Stage 1d: continuation of BESS construction including movement of heavy
vehicles requiring escort during construction as described in Condition B1 of
Schedule 2 of Consent.

Notes:

e The Planning Secretary approves the request allowing construction of the
BESS to occur in two stages: an initial 250MW followed by 50MW.

e  Fire Safety Study to be approved by the Planning Secretary, including written
confirmation from Fire and Rescue NSW (FRNSW) prior to Stage 1c.

10 June 2025

The Planning Secretary approves the Biodiversity Management Plan, Version 5,
dated 5 June 2025.

13 June 2025

The Planning Secretary approves the Environmental Management Strategy; Rev 2
dated 12 June 2025

13 June 2025

The Planning Secretary approves the Traffic Management Plan (Version B, dated 12
June 2025).

18 June 2025

Commencement of construction

20 August 2025

Equis Energy sends request to the Planning Secretary seeking time extension for
entering into a VPA with the Council.

16 September 2025

The Planning Secretary approves the request made by Equis Energy in relation to
delaying the VPA with the Council. The approval states that within 9 months of
commencement of construction, Equis must enter into a VPA with the Council.

Pre-Construction conditions

On 7 April 2025, the Planning Secretary issued a letter to Equis Energy (refer to Appendix F) authorising
the commencement of the following site establishment works:

e on-site car parking for construction personnel involved in the initial construction works;

e temporary buildings (for site establishment);

e construction laydown & compound areas;

e internal access road; and

e benching of areas directly associated with the initial site establishment work described above.

The Planning Secretary’s agreement further included a condition that the site access point of Calala Lane
must be completed within 3 months of commencement of the upgrade or prior to any other construction
activities beyond those listed commencing on site.

Construction activities — inclusions and exclusions

According to the definition provided in the development consent for Calala BESS, the following activities
are considered construction:

Page | 8
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O Construction activities

Earthworks on site (e.g. excavation, grading, soil movement, etc.)

Construction of the battery storage (e.g. building and assembling the battery storage facility.
Construction of ancillary infrastructure (e.g. supporting structures or systems directly related to battery
storage development (e.g., foundations, internal roads, underground services, etc.)

4 Activities excluded from the definition of construction

Road upgrades or maintenance works to the public road network (e.g. Any construction or repair on
existing public roads outside the development site)

Building / road dilapidation surveys (e.g. Assessments of existing structures or roads to determine
their current condition

Installation of fencing (e.g. Erecting boundary or security fences around the site)

Artefact survey and/or salvage (e.g. Archaeological surveys or recovery of historical items).
Overhead line safety marking (e.g. attaching visual markers to power lines or other overhead
infrastructure for safety.

Geotechnical drilling and/or surveying (e.g. Subsurface testing and analysis for planning or design
purposes)
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2.2 Audit Team

In accordance with Schedule 2, Condition C14 of the consent and the NSW Planning Independent Audit Post
Approval Requirements (2020), the Planning Secretary has endorsed the following personnel to undertake
the Independent Audit of the Calala Battery Energy Storage System (BESS):

e  Mr. Stuart Wilmot (Lead Auditor)
e Mr. Wassef Hussain (Assistant Auditor)

2.3 Audit Objectives

The purpose of the independent environmental audit is to deliver an impartial and objective evaluation of the
environmental performance and regulatory compliance of the BESS facility, as required under Conditions
C12 and C13 of SSD 52786213. The audit also incorporates feedback from relevant stakeholders, gathered
through correspondence with the independent auditors, to identify and address any issues or concerns that
should be considered in defining the audit scope.

24 Audit Scope

The scope of the audit includes:
¢ Independent evaluation of the project activities against the conditions of approval relevant to the
works under stage 1(a) and stage 1(b) at the time of the audit.
¢ Adequacy and implementation of management plans developed in accordance with the
development consent approval conditions:
o Condition B10 — Traffic Management Plan (TMP)
o Condition B16 — Biodiversity Management Plan (BMP)
o Condition B36 — Accommodation and Employment Strategy (AES)
o Condition C1 — Environmental Management Strategy (EMS)
Limitations

e The audit was carried out in accordance with established protocols, drawing on the auditors’
professional expertise and accredited qualifications.

e This report was prepared based on documentation provided by the Principal Contractor CPP prior
to the site visit, and data & information gathered during the site inspection.

e The audit team, accompanied by CPP and Equis (Australia) conducted the audit by observing the
necessary site safety rules & protocol applicable on that day within the jurisdictional boundary of the
approved development and was escorted by CPP during site walk and other associated activities
pertaining to evidence collection and observation.

e Findings arising from the audit do not include any confidential information such as names and
contact details, especially relating to onboarding, induction and training records.

e The registration details of plant, equipment, and site vehicles, including any heavy, oversize, or over-
mass vehicles, have been redacted

The process involved reviewing and analysing selected records and observations within a limited timeframe.
Although every effort was made to review all relevant environmental management systems and associated
documentation, the reliance on sampling inherently limits the scope of the audit. As such, the findings may
not capture all potential non-compliances or issues.

Page | 12



Calala BESS Independent Environmental Audit (2025)

2.5 Audit Period

The audit period for this initial independent audit covers the timeframe from the start of construction to the
completion of the site inspection. Specifically, this period extends from the commencement of construction
on 18 June 2025, through to the conclusion of the site inspection on 10 September 2025. During this period
Stage 1(a) and Stage 1(b) had commenced.

3 Audit Methodology

The Post Approval Requirements (May 2020) require the independent audit to be carried out in accordance
with the specified frequency, with the initial independent audit occurring within 12 weeks of construction
commencement. The Independent Audit Report and the accompanying proponent’s response to the audit
findings were submitted to the Department by the due date 10 November 2025. The electronic copy of the
Independent Audit (including Equis Energy (Australia) response) accompanies the report and has been
submitted to the Department via the Major Projects Portal.

3.1 Selection and Endorsement of Audit Team

The Department of Planning, Housing and Infrastructure (DPHI) endorsed both Stuart Wilmot and Wassef
Hussain as the independent auditors for the Calala BESS SSD on 20 January 2025 (Appendix B).

e Stuartis a certified Lead Auditor with JAS-ANZ Exemplar Global (Certificate No. 105563) and holds
a Master’s degree in Urban and Regional Planning (1997) from the University of Sydney and a
Bachelor of Science (1993) from Macquarie University.

e Wassef is a certified Lead Auditor with JAS-ANZ Exemplar Global (Certificate No. 8307256-
6126060). He has a Bachelor's degree in Environmental Engineering from the University of NSW,
a Master’s degree in Urban Planning from the University of Sydney, and certificates in Project
Management Practice (Cert IV) and Work Health and Safety (Cert IV).

3.2 Independent Audit Scope Development

Urban Perspectives was engaged by Equis Energy (Australia) to complete the initial independent
environmental audit for the Calala BESS facility in accordance with the post approval requirements. The
Independent Audit focuses on reviewing the post-approval management plans and documentation, including
relevant compliance documents for the current development phase. It also assesses actual impacts against
those predicted in the EIS. Conditions C14-C16 of development consent SSD 52786213 state that the audit
must be:

e C14. Independent Audits of the development must be conducted and carried out at the frequency
and in accordance with the Independent Audit Post Approval Requirements (2020).

e C15. In accordance with the specific requirements in the Independent Audit Post Approval
Requirements (2020), the Applicant must:

o review and respond to each Independent Audit Report prepared under condition C14 of
Schedule 2 of this consent, or condition C16 of Schedule 2 where notice is given by the
Planning Secretary; submit the response to the Planning Secretary;

o and make each Independent Audit Report, and response to it, publicly available within 60
days of submission to the Planning Secretary. unless otherwise agreed by the Planning
Secretary.

e C16. Independent Audit Reports and the Applicant’s response to audit findings must be submitted
to the Planning Secretary within 2 months of undertaking the independent audit site inspection as
outlined in the Independent Audit Post Approvals Requirements (2020) unless otherwise agreed
by the Planning Secretary.
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Key components of the audit scope included:

¢ Review of the consent conditions

e Collection of background documents such as plans and strategies

e Preparation of the audit plan

e Consultation with the local authority involved in the project, as well as other relevant stakeholders
e Conducting site inspection including the opening and close out meetings

e Collection of evidence and relevant documentation held on site

e Site photographs

e Monitoring records

e Preparation of this audit report and action plan

3.3 Compliance Evaluation

The audit consisted of document review — both during site visit, site inspection, interview, and prior to
commencement of audit. Preliminary review of the documentation prior to commencement of site visit was
effective in formulating the audit plan thus briefing the auditee on the expectations and desirable outcomes
of the audit. The site visit under the audit plan included:

o Completing on-site induction after arrival at the site facility

¢ Opening meeting as an introduction to all parties to provide overview, scope and objectives of the
audit.

¢ Documenting finds based on observations, findings, discussions and interviews as part of review
to check compliance with the consent conditions.

e Site inspection, escorted by key project personnel from CPP and Equis.

* Closing meeting on the following day to summarise the findings of the site audit and to discuss
additional audit evidence required.

3.4 Site Interviews

The following personnel were involved in the audit and accompanied the auditors on the site visit:
0O Equis Representatives (Applicant)

= Lachlan Gill - Owners Representative
=  Gerrit Prent — Senior Development Planner
= Alex Dong — Geotechnical Engineer, Aurecon

Q Principal Contractor

= Jarrod Erbs, Health and Safety Advisor / Manager, CPP

=  Francis Flynn, Environmental Advisor (NSW & QId), CPP

=  Shonelle Gleeson-Willey, Principal Consultant, Moss Environmental
= Luke Perabo, Senior Project Manager, CPP

The site interviews concentrated on the consent conditions and any issues prompted by the site walk
observations. Items that could not be confirmed through the initial document review were discussed during
the audit session. The Senior Project Manager, Environmental Advisor, and Principal Consultant responded
to the auditors' inquiries.
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3.5 Site Inspections

The auditors began their audit at 8:30 AM on 9 September 2025, spending the entire day on-site, observing
key work activities while being accompanied by project personnel, and going through the documentation,
drawings and management plans. The weather was partly sunny and remained moderately overcast and
cloudy throughout the day, with no recorded rainfall (less than 0.5 mm) in the previous 24 hours. The highest
temperature recorded during the site inspection was 21°C, which occurred between 1:30 p.m. and 2:00 p.m.
The auditors visited the site on 10 September 2025 to conduct the audit program's close-out meeting and
address any outstanding issues. The weather was rainy and overcast, with a recorded rainfall of 5.4 mm.

3.6 Consultation

The audit process included consultation with the key stakeholders, primarily government departments and
affiliated agencies. During audit planning, the independent auditors contacted relevant stakeholders including
the local council and the local aboriginal land council, and various government departments and agencies
primarily to gather feedback and identify relevant issues and concerns for inclusion in the audit scope. The
outcomes of these consultations are detailed in Section 4.8 of this report, and the correspondence records
are found in Appendix C.

3.7 Compliance status descriptors

The Auditor’s reporting of compliance is based on the compliance status descriptions as defined in the
Independent Audit Post Approval Requirements (2020) determined the compliance status of each
compliance requirement using the following descriptors from Table 2 of the IAPAR. These are replicated in
Table 3 below.

Table 3: Compliance status descriptors
Status Description ‘

The auditor has collected sufficient verifiable evidence to demonstrate that all

CempIEre (0] elements of the requirement have been complied with within the scope of the audit.

The auditor has determined that one or more specific elements of the conditions or

Non-compliant (NC) requirements have not been complied with within the scope of the audit.

A requirement has an activation or timing trigger that has not been met during the
Not triggered (NT) temporal scope of the audit being undertaken (maybe a retrospective or future
requirement), therefore an assessment of compliance is not relevant.

Improvement Opportunity (I0): To support recommendations aimed at enhancing environmental
performance from a compliance standpoint, the term ‘Improvement Opportunity’ or ‘10’ has been adopted to
describe the identified issues.
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4

4.1

Audit Findings

Approval and Document List

The IEA involved obtaining suite of documentation relating to the development of the Calala BESS project.
CPP (the Principal Contractor) shared the following project documentation prior to site visit for the audit:

411

Approved Plans and Supporting Documentation

Environmental Management Strategy, Calala Battery Energy Storage System, Rev 2 dated 12
June 2025. Approved by the Department.

Traffic Management Plan, Calala Battery Energy Storage System, Version B dated 12 June
2025. Approved by the Department.

Biodiversity Management Plan, Calala Battery Energy Storage System, prepared by Biosis,
Final Version 05, 05 June 2025. Approved by the Department.

Accommodation and Employment Strategy, Calala Battery Energy Storage System, Version 3
dated 09 May 2025.

Fire Safety Study, Calala Battery Energy Storage System, Rev E dated 09 April 2025.
(Pending approval of the Department).

Construction Environmental Management Plan, CPP,

41.2  Acknowledgements and Correspondence

4.13

Notification sent by Equis to the DPHI prior to commencement of construction, 17 June 2025.
Correspondence letter - response from the DPHI to Equis (Australia), Re: Request to vary
(VPA), 07 April 2025.

Approval letter from the DPHI for the Environmental Management Strategy, 13 June 2025.
Approval letter for Traffic Management Plan from the DPHI, 13 June 2025

Approval letter for Biodiversity Management Plan, Final Version 5, dated 5 June 2025 from the
DPHI.

Email correspondence, Biodiversity Conservation Fund to Equis (Australia), 20 May 2025
Receipt of acknowledgement — Biodiversity Credit Retirement Section 6.33 Certificate for the
Calala BESS, 22 May 2025

Statement confirming payment into Biodiversity Conservation Fund for an offset obligation, 20
May 2025

The DPHI's acknowledgement of the ‘Accommodation and Employment Strategy’ issued in a
letter dated 14 May 2025

Management, surveillance and monitoring

4 Plant & Equipment

Daily Plant Inspection Checklists (2025) — dated 27/06, 23/06, 03/07, 01/07, 07/07, 11/07,
15/07, 18/07, 21/07, 29/07, 04/08 and 05/08.
Telehandler logbook 08/06/2025 — 06/07/2025

4 Plant Maintenance

Annual Safety Inspection (ASI) Certificate - Boom Pump, 25 June 2025

Owner Instructions: Safety checks / maintenance record — Cat Roller, 30 May 2023 — 20 June
2024

Service History — Cat Smooth Drum Roller, 17 July 2025

Service History — Dump Truck, 20 June 2025

Vehicle History Summary — Dozer, 03 February 2023 — 06 May 2025
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¢ Komatsu Servicing Dump Truck, 17 December 2024 (should ask about the decal and safety
warning), 17 December 2024

o  Workshop Service Tax Invoice — Grader, 12 November 2024

e Register - Grader

e Pre-Delivery Inspection Report, Wheeled Excavator, 15 July 2025

e Heavy Vehicle Service Checklist — Hydrema Dump Truck, 29 December 2024

e Register of Excavators, with service notes

e Register, Komatsu excavator

e Maintenance log — Padfoot roller, 30 May 2025

e Street Sweeper

e Service report — Telehandler, 27 June 2025

¢ Maintenance by Item — Tipper Truck, 10 July 2024 — 16 June 2025

e Asset Maintenance — Vacuum Truck, 23 May 2025

¢ Vehicle History Summary — Dump Truck, 23 September 2024 and 09 April 2025

e Plant Inspection Report — Water Cart, 02 May 2025

4.1.4  Mobile Plant Inspections

e FRM-S123 Boom Pump, 22 July 2025

e FRM-S123 Cat Dozer, 02 July 2025

e FRM-S123 Cat Grader, 14 July 2025

e FRM-S123 Cat Roller, 18 June 2025

¢ FRM-S123 Cat Roller, 17 June 2025

¢ FRM-S123 Cat Smooth Drum, 18 July 2025

e Inform - Duck, 28 July 2025

¢ FRM-S123 Dump Truck, 20 June 2025

¢ FRM-S123 Dump Truck, 25 June 2025

e FRM-S123 Dump Truck, 20 July 2025

e GPWF Mobile Plant Inspection — Grader, 05 August 2025
e FRM-S123 Hino Tipper, 17 June 2025

e FRM-S123 Hydrea Dump Truck, 20 June 2025
e FRM-S123 JCB Excavator, 18 July 2025

e FRM-S123 Komatsu, 17 July 2025

e FRM-S123 Street Sweeper, 17 July 2025

e FRM-S123 Telehandler, 02 July 2025

¢ FRM-S123 Vacuum Truck, 17 June 2025

¢ FRM-S123 Water Cart, 17 June 2025

e Mobile Plant Register

4.1.5 Induction & Toolboxes

¢ FRM-S139 Project Visitor Induction, CPP
e Calala BESS Project Induction — CPP
e Delivery Driver Induction Forms (2025) — A total of 15 from 17/07, 19/07, 27/06, 30/06, 25/06,
24/06, 23/06 21/06, 18/06. (multiple inductees on certain days)
e FRM-161 Delivery Driver Induction
e Toolbox Meeting Agenda on flood mitigation, 01 August 2025
e Emergency Response Review, 03 July 2025
e Consultation record concerning worker and SWMS, 04 July 2025
e Toolbox Meeting Agenda:
o Rainfall Management, 30 July 2025
o Vape, 03 July 2025
o Segregation of topsoil, 16 July 2025
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O O O O O

o

Rock on road, 15 July 2025

Vegetation and No-Go Zones, 09 July 2025
Working around water, 29 July 2025
Dogging and Rigging, 24 June 2025
General issues, 20 June 2025

Vegetative zones, 25 June 2025

e Short term HSE Induction Record

(¢]

O O 0O 0O 0O OO0 0O 0 0O O o0 o0 o

Subcontractor Supplier, 04 August 2025
Electrician, 08 July 2025

Plant Mechanic, 04 July 2025

Operator, 25 June 2025

Traffic Control Supervisor, 20 June 2025
Electrician, 19 June 2025

Excavator operator, 24 June 2025

IT Worker, 20 June 2025

Fitter — Mechanical Engineering, 21 June 2025
Electrician, 19 June 2025

Excavator Technician, 24 June 2025

Temporary Fencing Worker 1(CPP), 16 June 2025
Temporary Fencing Worker 2 (CPP), 16 June 2025
Supplier, 18 June 2025

Fuel Tank Checker, 25 June 2025

e Project Induction Declaration

o

August 2025 induction: 5 personnel including 1 owner’s representative and 4
representing subcontractors.

July 2025 induction: 34 personnel including CPP staff and Subcontractors. Inductees
included Supervisor, Operator, Traffic Controller, Concreter, Foreman, Mechanic,
Tester, Fitter, Plant Mechanic, Pump Linesman, Pump Operator, Cleaner, Project
Administrator, HSE Officer, Commissioning Engineer, Electrician, Surveyor,
Construction Manager, and WHS Trainee.

41.6  Safe Work Method Statements (SWMS)

e CPP - Civil Works — General

e CPP - Installation of Electrical Apparatus and Equipment — EWP

e CPP - Mobile Plant Lifting; Telehandler or Excavator used as a Crane
e CPP - Mobile Plant Operation

e  Subby — SWMS Review Form, Concrete Pumping, 21 July 2025

e  Subby — Concrete Pumping, 01 July 2025

Post audit correspondence

Following completion of the site visit, the audit team remained in correspondence with the Primary Contractor
and Equis in relation to obtaining clarification and any further documentation. The auditors obtained relevant
documents both from CPP and Equis which are listed below:

*  September toolboxes - register

* August toolboxes - register

e July toolboxes — register

* June toolboxes — register

e Calala BESS Weekly Site Inspection, 05 August 2025

e Calala BESS Weekly Site Inspection, 19 August 2025

* Calala BESS Weekly Site Inspection, 28 August 2025

* WHS Inspection Register

* Calala BESS Consultation Register dated from 12 September 2024 to 05 August 2025.
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* Photo — Vegetation Management Zones (VMZ 1-2) x 2

* Tree protection

e  Accommodation providers within 100 km site

e Accommodation providers within 50 km to site

e CPP Accommodation explanation draft 15.9.2025

* Fauna Habitat Assessment and Weed Survey for BESS at Calala Lane, Calala NSW, 11 June
2025.

* AEP 5565 Biodiversity Management Baseline Data Report, Rev 01, 19 August 2025.

e 255-P-09-A _ Calala BESS ATF Pickup 10-09-2025

*  September toolboxes - register

¢ APPENDIX E - ACHAR and HAIS Addendum Letter for the Calala BESS, Tamworth, NSW,
Biosis, 26 April 2024.

* Calala BESS Project Updates — redacted

e Calala BESS Project Updates — NTSCorp

e Calala BESS Commencement Notification

* General waste - Tamworth waste management - 30.06.2025

e Septic waste 11-8-2025

* Waste Doc - 28.08.25

e Water cart size (MR vehicle)

* Progressive Erosion and Sediment Control Plan, including the culvert crossing Calala Creek.

* A copy of the Emergency Management Plan prepared by CPP, Rev 1, 06 June 2025.

e The DPHI’s approval to vary Voluntary Planning Agreement (VPA) agreement, 16 September
2025

4.2 Compliance Performance

The table below summarises the number of compliant and non-compliant conditions of consent, as
well as those not triggered at the time of the audit.

Table 4: Key metrics

Parts of Conditions Total Compliance Non-compliant Not
triggered

Part A Administrative Conditions 15 9 0 6

Part B Environmental Conditions — 37 24 1 12

General

Part C Environmental Management, 18 13 0 5

Reporting and Auditing
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4.3 Summary of agency notices, orders, penalty notices or prosecutions

No agency notices, orders, penalty notices and prosecutions were identified for the site during the IEA
period.

4.4 Non-compliances

During the independent audit, one (1) non-compliance was noted against Condition B1(a)(ii), as monitoring
measures were not in place to ensure that light vehicle movements during construction stayed below 100
per day.

4.5 Previous audit recommendations

Not applicable - this is the first independent audit conducted for Calala BESS.

4.6 Environmental plans, subplans and post approval documents

O Adequacy of Environmental Management Strategy (EMS)

An Environmental Management Strategy (EMS) has been prepared for the project Environmental
Management Strategy: Calala Battery Energy Storage System (GHD 2025) in response to Condition C1 of
the Development Consent (SSD 52786213) issued by the NSW Government Minister for Planning and Public
Spaces under the NSW Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 (EP&A Act). This overarching
management plan applies to Stage 1 Construction and Stage 2 Operations only and not decommissioning,
providing the framework for environmental management of the site construction.

In accordance with Condition C3 (a-c) of the consent (SSD 52786213), Equis (Australia) elected to stage the
submission of this EMS to align with the staging of the project. With the Planning Secretary’s approval, the
Calala BESS project proceeded with staging as follows:

* Stage 1a: commence road upgrades or maintenance works to the public road network, building/road
dilapidation surveys, installation of fencing, artefact survey and/or salvage, overhead line safety
marking and geotechnical drilling and/or surveying.

* Stage 1b: commence construction including but not limited to, the carrying out of any earthworks on
site and installation of any ancillary infrastructure (excluding the battery storage as defined the
development consent).

e Stage 1c: continue construction including works associated with the BESS

e Stage 1d: continuation of BESS construction including movement of heavy vehicles requiring escort
during construction as described in Condition B1 of Schedule 2 of Consent.

e Stage 2: BESS Operations

* Stage 3: Decommissioning of the project at the cessation of life

QO Adequacy of Biodiversity Management Plan (BMP)

The BMP has been prepared to comply with condition B16 of the Development Consent as well as in
accordance with the Code of Practice for injured, sick and orphaned protected fauna (OEH 2011), Planning
Systems SEPP and guidelines listed in Section 3.2. A review has confirmed the adequacy of the Biodiversity
Management Plan (BMP), demonstrating that the plan:

e Was developed in consultation with Biodiversity and Conservation Science (BCS) and endorsed by
the Planning Secretary as satisfactory

e Clearly outlines the measures and associated timeframes for implementation to ensure protection
of biodiversity values
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* Includes a comprehensive monitoring program to assess the effectiveness of implemented
measures

* Contains a protocol for managing incidental findings of threatened species

e Provides for the ongoing monitoring, review, and adaptive implementation of management
requirements

O Adequacy of Traffic Management Plan (TMP)

On 13 June 2025, the Department conditionally approved the Traffic Management Plan (TMP) for Stages 1a,
1b, and 1c of the Calala BESS development, in accordance with Condition B10 of Schedule 2. During the
development of the TMP, key stakeholders—Transport for NSW (TfNSW) and Tamworth Regional Council—
provided feedback which was addressed alongside comments from the Department’s initial review. Equis
Energy incorporated all stakeholder input into the final version of the TMP, which was subsequently lodged
with the Department and approved by the Planning Secretary.

The approved TMP remains valid and does not require amendment prior to the commencement of works for
Stage 1c. However, Equis Energy will be required to engage with TINSW and Tamworth Regional Council to
address any matters related to the movement of Over Size Over Mass (OSOM) vehicles during Stage 1d
activities. Additionally, any future site upgrades or decommissioning works will necessitate further
consultation with these stakeholders.

For further details, refer to Appendix A1 and Appendix F.
0 Adequacy of Accommodation and Employment Strategy (AES)

Condition B36 of the Calala BESS development consent requires the proponent to prepare an
Accommodation and Employment Strategy (AES) outlining the approach and key objectives for managing
workforce accommodation and employment impacts and opportunities during both the construction and
operational phases of the project.

The AES comprehensively addresses the following matters:

(a) Housing and Accommodation Availability — ensuring current and future needs are met through
a strategic approach to supply and accessibility;

(b) Economy and Employment — supporting economic growth by aligning accommodation planning
with workforce and labour market demands;

(c) Education and Training — promoting skills development and lifelong learning to enhance
employment outcomes and patrticipation; and

(d) Stakeholder Views — incorporating feedback from local communities, industry, and other
stakeholders to ensure the strategy reflects local needs and insights.

In accordance with Condition B36, Equis Energy (Australia) submitted AES Version 3 (dated 9 May 2025),
detailing the proposed approach and objectives for managing accommodation and employment matters
associated with the Calala BESS project. The Department reviewed the submission and, on 14 May 2025,
issued a letter acknowledging receipt of the AES.

While the AES broadly meets the requirements for preparation and implementation under Condition B36, the
Department clarified in its acknowledgment letter that it does not have formal approval authority over the
document. Although the AES was reviewed and acknowledged, the Director of Energy Assessment—acting
under delegation from the Planning Secretary—determined that it would not be appropriate for the
Department to formally approve the plan.

A review of the Strategy and discussions indicate market forces are used to dictate accommodation choices.
Employees are primarily motivated to maximise their Living Away from Home Allowance (LAHA), leading
them to select more affordable accommodation options assumed to have lower demand. However, during
major events, such as the Tamworth Country Music Festival, more active management and contingency

Page | 21



Calala BESS Independent Environmental Audit (2025)

planning may be necessary to avoid accommodation pressures. As the construction peak is expected to
coincide with the next audit, the effectiveness of the Accommodation and Employment Strategy should be a
focus of that audit.

4.7 Environmental Performance

The audit finds the environmental performance of the project meeting expectations and requirements of the
consent conditions. CPP completes in-house reporting based on the workplace inspections that are recorded
in the Workplace, Health, Safety and Environment checklists used for conducting regular compliance checks.

The audit confirmed that key environmental controls are in place, including:

e Erosion and sediment control measures as per Erosion and Sediment Control Plan relevant to the
current stage of the development.

e Segregation of topsoil for future reuse during site rehabilitation.

o Waste management practices, such as waste separation and proper disposal of concrete waste.

e Dust suppression using a water cart.

o Biodiversity mitigation measures, especially retirement of biodiversity credits and installation of tree
protection measures for both retained and habitat trees.

e Plant & equipment maintenance record, including service history stored electronically, as well as
manually in mobile plant cab.

o Effective communication between project personnel and subcontractors ensuring construction
vehicles operate safely without causing occupational harm or injury and adhere to the special
warnings and instructions.

4.8 Consultation Outcomes

4.81  Department of Planning, Housing and Infrastructure (DPHI)

The auditors reached out to the Department seeking input to the scope of the IEA. During the consultation
process, the Department advised that the audit should include all the relevant consent conditions, and
particularly focus on the outcomes of the following:

m Query Findings & Observations

1. Progress towards establishing | Site Preparation Activities:
the required vegetation
buffer/s. e Early works have commenced, including:

e Preparation for the Battery Energy Storage System (BESS)
e  Setup of parking areas and a temporary compound

e Installation of temporary buildings

e Excavation and placement of crushed aggregate

Vegetation Buffer Progress:

e Asignificant portion of the site has been excavated
specifically for the vegetation mound, which is intended to
serve as the vegetation buffer. See Photo B11-2 in Appendix
F and Condition B11 in Appendix A1: Compliance Table for
further information.

e The formation of the mound indicates active progress toward
meeting the buffer requirements, although vegetation planting
may still be pending or in early stages.

2. Installation/maintenance  and | Appropriate erosion and sediment control measures installed at
suitability of erosion and | identified locations in accordance with the Erosion and Sediment
sediment controls. Control Plan prepared by a Certified ErSed Practitioner. Culvert
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m Query Findings & Observations

crossing Calala Creek constructed and maintained in accordance
with the ErSed plan. See Photos associated with Conditions B27
and B28 in Appendix F.

Compliance with the approved
disturbance boundary.

All works are located within the development footprint. CPP
provided surveyor’s drawing confirming the location of the fence
line and setbacks from the boundary. CPP are operating plant and
machinery on site that use GPS systems to follow a programmed
path. The temporary carpark is located outside the Development
Layout in Appendix 1 but within the described as part of section
3.1.4 of the EIS Amendment.

Compliance with all pre-
construction related condition
requirements.

During the site visit, it was observed that the road upgrade works at
the site access point off Calala Lane were incomplete. Subsequent
discussions confirmed that the Primary Contractor were planning on
completing the tie-in works between the site access point and the
culvert crossing over Calala Creek.

Compliance with
heavy vehicle routes.

approved

e All heavy vehicle drivers receive a formal project induction
during onboarding.

e A map showing the approved heavy vehicle routes is
distributed to all project personnel, including employees and
subcontractors.

e To date, there have been no instances of non-compliance
involving heavy vehicles using routes other than those
approved for the project.

e Forreference, see Condition B3 in Appendix A1 and Photo
B3-1in Appendix F.

4.8.2

Tamworth Regional Council

During the Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) phase, prior to the granting of project approval, Tamworth
Regional Council raised several concerns. These included issues related to traffic, water resources,
stormwater management, erosion and sediment control, the Voluntary Planning Agreement (VPA), and
cumulative impacts—particularly those involving worker accommodation. The auditors sent letter to the
Council seeking feedback on the progress of the development. No comments received to date.

4.8.3

Land Use and Agriculture

The audit team contacted Land Use and Agriculture informing the department about the upcoming
independent audit the requesting input in the scoping of the audit. No comments received to date.
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4.84  Biodiversity Conservation and Science (BCS)

On 11 August 2025, the auditors corresponded with the Senior Conservation Officer requesting to provide
any comments or raise any issues regarding the scope of the independent audit, especially relating to the
consent conditions involving Biodiversity Management Plan (BMP). On 18 August, the Team Leader of
Planning Northwest provided response suggesting the audit team to check and confirm during the audit
program the establishment of vegetation buffers prescribed for landscape screening. Outcomes verified
during the audit are provided in Appendix A1: Compliance Table and Appendix F: Audit Photographs of this
report.

4.8.5  Tamworth Local Aboriginal Land Council

On 11 August 2025, the audit team emailed Tamworth LALC notifying of the upcoming independent audit
at the Calala BESS and requesting input in the scope of the audit. Letter sent to the LALC is provided in
Appendix F. No comments received to date.

4.8.6  Transport for NSW (TINSW)

The audit team contacted TINSW by email to seek input on the development of the independent audit scope
for the Calala BESS project. TINSW provided several key comments, primarily concerning compliance with
the Traffic Management Plan, road upgrade works, heavy vehicle access and movement limitations, and
adherence to the driver’s code of conduct. Further details are provided in Appendix A1.

m Query Findings & Observations

1. Compliance with the requirements of e All necessary signage, barriers, and designated site

the Traffic Management Plan. access point clearly in place to ensure the safe
movement of plant & equipment, and site vehicles.

e Safe pedestrian pathways are clearly marked and
protected by fencing and barriers to ensure safety for
visitors and site personnel. (See Photo B10(c)(ii)-3 in
Appendix F).

e Site access point constructed awaiting planned
upgrade required for accommodating the movement
of heavy vehicles.

e Heavy vehicle approach and departure routes are
communicated to drivers and operators during the
site induction process.

2. Compliance with conditions of consent | Please refer to the Environmental Management — Traffic
particularly Part B Environmental | section of the IEA Compliance Table (Appendix A1) and the
Conditions — General, conditions B1 to | Management Commitments (Appendix A2) of this report.
B10.

3. Review of the operation of the access | The audit considered operation of the access during the
intersection and compliance with the | construction phase. The audit found records were not being
increase in traffic volumes as per the | maintained to ensure the development does not exceed
nominated approval dated 28 June | daily light vehicle limits of 100 vehicle movements. A
2024 recommendation to improve monitoring has been made as

part of this audit.

4. Road upgrade/intersection treatment | Road upgrade works at the intersections required for

works are conducted as outlined within
the Consent.

facilitating movement of Over Size Over Mass (OSOM)
vehicles have not yet commenced. The audit observed work
activities involving site access works, site establishment and
early works for the BESS being undertaken under Stage 1(a)
of the SSD.
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m Query Findings & Observations

5.

Road upgrades required for heavy
vehicles requiring escort and proposed
parking provisions (Condition B7)

The development is in the early stages of construction, with
site establishment works underway, including site
preparation for the BESS and car park. A temporary parking
area for light vehicles, SUVs, and utes has been set up on
Equis Energy’s property, located immediately northeast of
the site off Calala Lane.

Vehicle escort would be necessary at a later stage when
Over Size Over Mass (OSOM) vehicles would travel to the
site via the designated access route. A separate OSOM
specific TMP would then be prepared and implemented.

Vehicle movements are aligned to
numbers indicated in TMP and
nominated  Approval (specifically
Condition B1 & B4).

The Primary Contractor has implemented a process of
recording the number of heavy vehicles. Site security
personnel stationed at the access gate keeps records of
heavy vehicles entering and leaving sites. No exceedance
observed since commencement of construction. Data kept
in a separate register maintained by the Primary Contractor.

Heavy vehicles to use only the access
routes as described in condition B1 —
B5.

Traffic controllers receive a site-specific induction briefing
before being deployed to manage construction vehicle
movements, primarily involving the entry and exit of semi-
trailers and B-Doubles. In addition, two-way communication
between drivers and site management is maintained in
accordance with the implemented Driver Code of Conduct.

Traffic control plan (Condition B10
(c)(ii))

The Traffic Control Plan has been prepared and issued to all
site personnel, with particular attention given to delivery
drivers requiring them observe traffic rules for ensuring
safety to the local community and road users. For detailed
compliance information, please refer to Appendix A1:
Compliance Table.

Furthermore, the site audit confirmed the implementation of
traffic control measures along Calala Lane in proximity to the
site. These measures included the installation of speed limit
sighage and appropriate warning signs to ensure safe and
regulated traffic flow, especially during construction hours.
Warning signs are installed prior to commencing
construction works by nominated traffic controllers. See
Photo B10(c)(ii) — 1 & 2 in Appendix F.

Compliance with the Drivers’ Code of
Conduct (Condition B 10(d)) is
effectively monitored, with particular
emphasis on the requirements for
carpooling and informing drivers of
prevailing road conditions.

The project induction provided to employees,
subcontractors, and visitors at Calala highlights key
priorities:  transport efficiency, safety, and effective
communication for all contractors and site personnel.

To reduce light vehicle traffic, carpooling is actively
encouraged, with future consideration being given to shuttle
services as an additional measure.

Traffic management is monitored and reported in
accordance with Table 6.1 of the Traffic Management Plan.
As outlined in the table, The Driver's Code of Conduct is
reviewed every six months, or earlier if there’s a complaint
or incident that requires changes. To keep drivers informed
about road conditions, the Primary Contractor has a system
that sends mobile alerts to project drivers advising to adhere
to any Council announcements on flooding and comply with
any road closure and rerouting procedures —especially for
serious weather events like floods that block roads. Other
road alerts involving any unexpected extreme weather
conditions are informed through mobile text notification. For
further information, refer to Condition B10(f) in Appendix A1:
Compliance Table and Photo B10(f)-1 in Appendix F of this
report.
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4.8.7 Rural Fire Services

The auditors emailed a letter on 11 August 2025. No comments received to date other than general
acknowledgement.

4.8.8 Fire & Rescue NSW

The auditors had sent a letter on 11 August 2025. No comments received to date.

4.8.9 DCCEEW - Water Assessments

The Water Assessment division of DCCEEW responded on 5 September 2025 seeking information and
update relating to water management including extraction plans, metering, access licence/s, intake via
storage, diversion, interception or extraction, etc. The NSW DCCEEW Water Group requested that the
audit address compliance with the following specific elements of the consent conditions and related
legislative requirements in a manner consistent with the above audit scope:

Requirements stated by Water Assessments

Water Management Plans and related sub-plans e.g., Site Water It is not anticipated that any water
Balance, Erosion and Sediment Control Plan, Stormwater access licences under the Water
Management Plan, Surface and Groundwater Management Plan. Management Act 2000 will be required.
Extraction Plans and related sub-plans e.g., Water Management As noted, water is not sourced from
Plan, Subsidence Management Plan. groundwater, rivers, or creeks for
Prepare and implement trigger action response plans for water construction works.

source impacts which set clearly defined limits and actions. This is

to be reported on within annual and exceedance-based reporting. Since the newly constructed culvert at
Water take at the site via storage, diversion, interception or Calala Creek is part of the SSD,
extraction is clearly documented and is authorised by a relevant sections 89, 90, and 91 of the Water
Water Access Licence or exemption under the Water Management | Management Act 2000 do not apply, in
(General) Regulation 2025. accordance with section 4.41 of the
Water metering at the site is in accordance with the NSW Non- Environmental Planning and

Urban Metering Framework where relevant. Assessment Act 1979. Furthermore,
Water Access Licence/s used to account for water take by the the current water retention capacity at
project nominates the work where the water is being taken from. the site based on calculations is 3.4
Annual reporting clearly documents; 1) water take, use and water megalitres, which is less than the 64
source impacts, 2) compares results with previous years, and 3) megalitres (harvestable water rights).
identifies exceedances and how these are managed / mitigated.

4.8.10 Heritage NSW

On 11 August 2025, the audit team contacted Heritage NSW, part of the Department of Climate Change,
Energy, the Environment and Water (DCCEEW), to seek input on the scope of the audit. In response,
Heritage NSW advised the team to reach out to the Compliance Unit within DPHI for relevant information
and feedback regarding the BESS development. The audit team had, in parallel, already approached the
Compliance Unit to gather input on the audit scope.

4.9 Complaints

A review of the complaints register found that there have been no reportable complaints in this audit period.

410 Incidents

No reportable incident since commencement of site establishment works or during the ongoing construction
activities.
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4.11

4.11.1

Actual v Predicted impacts

Biodiversity

Biodiversity

Type Predicted Risks / Impacts Actual
Regulatory | Generation of 35 ecosystem credits under the | Equis Energy has retired 35 ecosystem
BC Act triggered by the clearing undertaken to | credits by making necessary payment into
facilitate the development of the BESS, | the Biodiversity Conservation Fund of NSW.
transmission line, roads and other ancillary | Pursuant to section 6.33 of the Biodiversity
works. Conservation Act 2016, the NSW BC Trust
confirmed the receipt on 20 May 2025. See
Photo B14-1 in Appendix F.
Direct Clearing PCT 599: 1.63 ha Thirty-two (32) ecosystem credits triggered
e Blakely’s Red Gum-Yellow Box grassy tall | for biodiversity offsets relating to clearing of
woodland on flats and hills in the Brigalow | 599-Blakely’s Red Gum-Yello Box grassy
Belt South Bioregion and Nandewar | tall woodland on flats and hills in the
Bioregion. Brigalow Belt South Bioregion and
e This PCT is associated with the | Nandewar Bioregion. Offset obligations met.
Threatened Ecological Community (TEC)
White Box — Yellow Box — Blakely’s Red | One (1) ecosystem credit triggered for
Gum Grassy Woodland and Derived | biodiversity offsets relating to clearing of 599
Native Grassland (Box Gum Woodland). | — Blakely’s Red Gum - Yellow Box grassy
e This TEC is listed as a Critically | tall woodland on flats and hills in the
Endangered  Ecological Community | Brigalow Belt South Bioregion and
(CEEC) under the Biodiversity | Nandewar Bioregion. Offset obligations met.
Conservation Act 2016 (BC Act); and
e 1.31 ha of this vegetation meets the
condition threshold to be listed as a CEEC
under the Environmental Protection and
Biodiversity  Conservation Act 1999
(EPBC Act).
Direct Clearing of PCT 84_DNG: 0.16 ha Vegetation clearing within Vegetation
e Rough-barked Apple-red gum-box Management Zone 1 (Calala Creek riparian
riparian tall woodland (wetland) of the zone and adjoining lands) triggered two (2)
Brigalow Belt South Bioregion and ecosystem credits that Equis retired as part
Nandewar Bioregion. of biodiversity offset obligations.
e This PCT is not associated with a TEC
under the BC Act or EPBC Act. Naturally regenerated native woody
vegetation is retained to enhance riparian
corridor values.
Indirect Inadvertent impact on adjacent habitat or | The habitat tree at the northeast corner of
vegetation: the site, outside the development area, has
been protected using flagging and
e Damage to tree roots as a result of | delineated from entry leading to the
construction within the transmission line | temporary car park. See Photo B13-3in
corridor eventually leading to deterioration | Appendix F.
of its root system.
e Above-ground impact such as broken | Trees along the perimeter fence of the site
branches and limbs or damage to tree | protected with flagging to prevent
trunks during construction within the | inadvertent damage or material
transmission line corridor. encroachment. See Photo B13-4 in
e Adjacent retained habitat affected by | Appendix F.
lighting associated with the construction
and development of the BESS. No significant impact identified as a result of
the ongoing site establishment works
observed during the site inspection.
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Biodiversity

sustain threatened entities.

e In simple terms, the extent of impermeable
surface; increase resulting in higher
surface-runoff overflowing into the nearby
waterbodies, such as the artificial dams.

Type Predicted Risks / Impacts Actual
Areas of high biodiversity values and native
vegetation affected by the indirect impact from
the BESS development — such as noise, light,
and dust spill.

Indirect Reduced viability of adjacent habitat due to edge | While previous land clearing has resulted in
effects evolving from removal of 1.63 ha of native | some edge effects, the remnant vegetation
vegetation from the subject land. surrounding the subject site is unlikely to be

further impacted by the ongoing construction
works.

Indirect Reduced viability of adjacent habitat due to | At this early stage of construction involving
noise, dust or light spill: site preparation for the BESS (Battery

Energy Storage System) development, no
e Adjacent habitat prone to impact from the | significant environmental impacts have been
noise, dust and light spill during | triggered in relation to the adjacent habitat.
construction and operation of the BESS. Dust levels remain low and are being
e Moderate light and noise pollution as a = managed effectively through standard
result of the BESS development due to | mitigation measures, with no observable
presence of existing light and noise | degradation of adjacent habitat viability.
associated with the residential area | Light spill is not known to occur but the
nearby. impact may be considered for operational
stage.

Indirect Transport of weeds and pathogens from the site | Weed inspection procedure in place and
to adjacent vegetation. enforced under the Biosecurity — General

Hygiene Protocol. Observed plant,
equipment and vehicles operating within
designated area and not interfering with
adjacent vegetation that remained outside
the boundary fence.

Indirect Increased risk of starvation, exposure and loss of | Not detected.
shade or shelter due to removal of one tree within
PCT 599_Woodland.

Indirect Trampling of threatened flora species No threatened flora were damaged due to the

ongoing site establishment works under
Stages 1(a) and 1(b). Workers were made
aware during induction of the presence of
threatened species habitat within the
Biodiversity Management Plan area. The
BMP area is 44.18 hectares in area and
located approximately 9 kilometres southeast
of the Oxley Highway between Tamworth and
Westdale in northwest NSW, as shown
Figure 1 of the Biodiversity Management
Plan (Final Version 5, dated 5 June 2025).
Prescribed | Corridors or other areas of connectivity linking | Not triggered.
habitat for threatened entities.
e Fragmentation of habitat due to the
removal of limited number of planted
Eucalyptus rows and PCT 599 _Woodland.
Prescribed Water bodies or any hydrological processes that | The impact to surface water environment,

especially relating to surface runoff is
mitigated by practicable measures. The
culvert crossing the Calala Creek has been
built in accordance with the Erosion and
Sediment Control prepared by a certified
ErSed Practitioner. Furthermore, an
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Biodiversity

vehicle strike on threatened fauna or on animals
that are part of a threatened ecological
community

e Injury and/or mortality to resident or native
fauna species, including birds and
macropods, especially those that are active
during the day.

e Vehicle strike of macropods is likely to be
an impact already in place, which may be
exacerbated during construction.

e Higher potential of harm where
refuge/forage habitat exists immediately
adjacent to areas experiencing vehicle

Type Predicted Risks / Impacts Actual

e This process helps sustain the native | independent environmental
vegetation on the land, including the Box | Principal/Specialist engaged by the Primary
Gum Woodland. Contractor conducts monitoring to verify the

e No impact on groundwater quality. implementation and effectiveness of plan.

e Hydrological modification to the Calala
Creek without construction of the culvert.

Prescribed | Where the proposed development may result in | No injury or mortality to threated fauna or

animals have occurred to date since
commencement of construction under Stage
1a or Stage 1b.

movements.

NB: Prescribed impacts are outlined in Table 18 of Amended BDAR. Only those be considered relevant but
are negligible have been listed in the Table above.

4.11.2 Traffic

No. Predicted Risks / Impacts Actual

1. Interference with local traffic during construction | A Construction Traffic Management Plan
activities as well as deliveries. has been developed for the project, which

includes the designated traffic routes for

heavy and OSOM vehicles, including
mitigation measures. By far, there has been
minimal disruption since construction began,
and no Over-Size Over-Mass (OSOM) vehicles
have been used to date.

2. Complaints from local community and road users | No complaints were received from the local
(unassociated with the project) as a result of | community or road users unassociated with the
construction vehicles causing disruptions to | project regarding construction vehicles causing
normal traffic movement. disruptions to normal traffic movement. Traffic

management measures were effectively
implemented and maintained throughout the
construction period to minimize impacts on
public traffic flow.

3. Lack of coordination between drivers and the | Coordination protocols established between
primary contractor with regard to rules & | drivers and the primary contractor regarding
instructions concerning traffic management. traffic management thus ensuring greater

consistency in following site rules and
instructions.

4. Peak generation of approximately 100 light | August 2025: 12 heavy vehicles on August 01,
vehicles and 120 heavy vehicle movements per | 2025.
day, and up to seven heavy vehicles requiring
escort during the 18-month construction period.
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No. Predicted Risks / Impacts Actual
July 2025: For July, records demonstrate the
following heavy vehicle (HV). Only 1 light
vehicle recorded on July 4.
1 July: 13 heavy vehicles
2 July: 2 heavy vehicles
3 July: 8 heavy vehicles
4 July: 20 heavy and 1 light vehicles
7 July: 12 heavy vehicles
8 July: 22 heavy vehicles
9 July: 27 heavy vehicles
10 July: 29 heavy vehicles
11 July: 18 heavy vehicles
14 July: 28 heavy vehicles
15 July: 30 heavy vehicles
17 July: 15 heavy vehicles
30 July: 27 heavy vehicles (unclear about one)
31 July: 31 or 32 heavy vehicles
June 2025: 4 (17/6), 13 (18/6/25), 27 (19/6/25),
13 (20/6/25), 3 (21/6/25), 4 (23/6/25), 14
(24/6/25), 16 (25/6/25), 11 (26/6/25), 18
(27/6/25), 28 (30/6/25),
1 light vehicle on 25/6/25), 2 (26/6/25), 3
(27/6/25), 5 (30/6/25)

5. Workers during construction occupy more than | A temporary parking area designated primarily
60 allocated car spaces. (Table 1.2, Section 1.8, | for light vehicles has been established outside
TMP) the main site, within the boundaries of Equis’

property. Parking capacity was limited to a
maximum of 25 light vehicles connected to the
development

6. Accident or injury due to speed limit exceedance | Steps aimed to significantly reduce such
or inadvertently not using headlights and/or | occurrences and enhance overall road safety
hazard lights when necessary to improve | implemented and monitored. No injury or
visibility. exceedance of speed limit reported.

7. Drivers not adhering to warnings and | Drivers remain in touch with the Primary
notifications, especially during unexpected | Contractor receiving mobile / push notifications
extreme weather events, thus causing accidents | of any extreme weather events.
and injury.

8. Drivers contributing to accidents or incidents due | No reported accidents or incidents involving
to failure to report identified hazards or damage | project vehicles on designated routes.
to the primary contractor.

9. Vehicle damage and occupational injuries to | No report of any injuries.
drivers resulting from poor and unstable
conditions along designated heavy-vehicle
routes.
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4.11.3  Soil and Water

Type Predicted Risks / Impacts Actual

Construction The project would require up to 22.1 | Water during the construction stage is primarily
megalitres (ML) of non-potable water and | sourced from the town water supply. No

0.26 ML of potable water during | groundwater bores in place or used for extracting
construction. raw water for construction.

Construction About 74% of water required would be
sourced from Council supply, nearby
farm dams and/or licensed groundwater
bores.

Construction Localized flood event as Calala Creek | There were no reports of flooding impacting
breaks capacity due to the excess water | properties or infrastructure. The culvert crossing
overflowing from the three existing dams. | Calala Creek has been designed and constructed
to accommodate the creek to the probable
maximum flood and the potential erosion and
sediment impacts.

Operation Ongoing operational water demand is | Not triggered

estimated to be 10 kL per year, mainly for
firefighting reserves.

Operation Approximately 4.33 ML of water would be | Not triggered
required in the first year of operation for
dust suppression and irrigation while the
site is established.

4.11.4 Hazards & Bushfire

The BESS development is vulnerable to fire and hazards due to land being identified as Category 3 bushfire
prone land under the Council’s Bushfire Prone Land Map.

No. Predicted Risks / Impacts Actual

1. One medium risk event associated with | Not triggered during the current stage of the
unauthorised access resulting in asset damage. | development.

Effects to unauthorised person are expected to be
localised and not expected to have an off-site
impact. The impact is to a member of public but
occurs onsite. For a fire event, the effects are not
expected to have an off-site impact based on
separation distance to existing off-site receptors.
(Table 8.4: Risk Results, PHA Amendment Report,
02/05/2024)

2. Based on the separation distances to off-site The site is situated in bushfire-prone land.
receptors, the effects from a battery enclosure fire | Construction for the BESS facility will commence
are not expected to result in significant off-site | under Stage 1(c) hence no impact is triggered at
impacts (i.e. serious injury due to heat radiation or | the current stage of development.

irritation from toxic combustion products to the off-
site receptors). (Section 9.2, PHA Amendment
Report, 02/05/2024)

3. The project is not considered as ‘potentially | Not triggered at the current stage of
hazardous’ with respect to the storage and | development

transportation of dangerous goods, not requiring a
PHA. (Section 4.5, PHA Amendment Report,
02/05/2024)

4. The storage and transport of hazardous materials | Not triggered at the current stage of
for the project will not exceed the relevant risk | development
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No Predicted Risks / Impacts Actual
screening threshold. (Section 3.5, PHA
Amendment Report, 02/05/2024)
5. Toxic gas generation from decomposition of battery | Not triggered at the current stage of development
electrolyte due to fire. (section 5.4, PHA
Amendment Report, 02/05/2024)
6. EMF created from the project will not exceed the | Not triggered at the current stage of development
ICNIRP occupational exposure reference level.
(Section 5.3, PHA Amendment Report,
02/05/2024)

4.11.5 Archaeology and Heritage

No. Predicted Risks / Impacts Actual

1. The proposed development or construction | As per Department's recommendation, a
activities are not expected to affect Aboriginal | Chance Finds Protocol has been implemented,
heritage values due to low potential for Aboriginal | however, no unexpected finds reported to date.
or historical archaeological sites to occur within the
study area. (Amendment Report, ACHAR and
HAIS, Biosis, 26/04/2024)

2. The proposed development over the study area | As per Department's recommendation, a
does not contain any AHIMS sites. Even the | Chance Finds Protocol has been implemented,
additional study area, which is outside the original | however, no unexpected finds reported to date.
study areas, does not contain any AHIMS site.

4.11.6  Visual

No. | Predicted Risks / Impacts Actual

1. Clutter generated due to lack of housekeeping on | The site was well-maintained, with safety signs,
site. barriers and delineation in place. Disturbed areas

kept free of litter and rubbish. Materials stored in
designated area.

1. Impact of offsite Lighting resulting from non- | No impact triggered at this early stage of the
compliance with AS 4282-1997 — Control of the | development.

Obtrusive Effects of Outdoor Lighting

2. Inadequate non-reflective finishes and colour | Not triggered at this stage of construction works.
treatment generating intermittent glare subject to
solar incidence intensity.

3. Impact - particularly in relation to the nearby | Not triggered at this stage of construction works.
residential dwelling R9 Highest visual impact on

4. Existing trees suffer damage due to lack of signage | Habitat tree outside the development boundary
or flagging to clearly identify protected trees or not | near the site access point was clearly marked by
installing physical barriers or fencing around trees | flagging. No impact detected as a result of
earmarked for retention. (Ref: V4, Table 11.11 | vehicular movement.

Visual Measures, Environmental Management
Strategy)

5. Potential harm to trees such as broken branches, | No damage to trees other than the removal
accidental breakage of the canopy or wear and tear | approved for the project to allow for site
of tree trunk caused by driving or parking | establishment works.
construction vehicles too close to protected trees.

6. Trees with inadequate protection sustain damage | Tall mature trees retained along the perimeter
due to placing and storage of construction | fence remained free from any encroachment.
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No. | Predicted Risks / Impacts Actual
1. Clutter generated due to lack of housekeeping on | The site was well-maintained, with safety signs,
site. barriers and delineation in place. Disturbed areas

kept free of litter and rubbish. Materials stored in
designated area.

materials, soil, or debris near or against protected | Flagging installed later to enhance level of
trees. protection.

4.11.7 Noise

A computer model was created in the environmental noise modelling program SoundPLAN v8.2 to predict
noise levels from the proposed development to relevant noise-affected receivers in the vicinity of the subject
site. The noise model has been used to calculate noise levels at the nearest noise-affected premises in
accordance with ISO-9613-2:1996 Acoustics — Attenuation of sound during propagation outdoors — Part 2:
General method of calculation (ISO 9613-2). The noise model enables the calculation of noise levels over a
wide area, and accounts for key considerations including site arrangement, terrain, and atmospheric
conditions. (Noise Modelling Method, Appendix O — Noise and Vibration Assessment, Marshall Day
Acoustics, EIS, 18 August 2023)

No. Predicted Risks / Impacts Actual

1. The nearest receivers identified for noise and vibration | No noise complaints were recorded during
assessment as part of the EIS are predicted to | the audit period.

experience a range of noise impact as a result of
various construction tasks each likely to vary in degree, | No complaints from any of the sensitive
scale and extent. Table 14, details the indicative range | receivers identified during the assessment.
of construction noise predictions, providing a detailed
breakdown of how noisy different construction activities
are expected to be, and how those noise levels
compare to established management thresholds. The
predicted noise level ranges for each of the main
construction tasks at the noise sensitive receiver
nearest the subject construction task, based on
aggregated sound power levels for each task. Noise
levels at receivers further away will be lower than that
indicated by the construction noise assessment.
(Section 7.2, EIS — Noise and Vibration Assessment,
18 August 2023)

2. Operational noise limits required for the BESS is not Not triggered at this stage of development.
applicable at this stage.

The tables below identify the location of sensitive receptors and predicted noise impacts at each receptor.
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Table 1: Noise sensitive receiver positions included in the assessment, GDA2020 / MGA Z56

Receiver ID Easting, m Morthing, m LEP Zoning Distance to Project boundary, m
R1 306,380 6,553,415 RU4 661
R2 305,926 5,553,261 RU4 431
R 305,688 5,553,273 RU4 554
R4 (Project Landholder) 305,556 6,552,895 RU4 460
RS 305,435 5,552,815 RU4 535
RG 305,396 5,552,612 RU4 485
R7 305,324 6,552,545 RU4 535
RE 305,283 6,552,455 RU4 565
RO 305,619 6,552,096 RLU4 A0E
R1D 305,664 8,551,980 RU4 490
R11 304,821 65,551,754 RU4 1,231
R12 305,082 6,551,611 RUS 1,124
Rle 305,395 6,552,722 RU4 533
R44 305,526 6,553,229 R1 642
R45 305,511 6,553,194 R1 635

Receiver R4 has been identified as being the Project Landholder i.e. the owner of this property is also
the owner of the land on which the Project is proposed to be developed.

Predicted noise levels have been calculated in general accordance with the method detailed in Australian
Standard 2436:2010 Guide to noise and vibration control on construction, demolition, and maintenance

sites (AS

2436).

Table 14: Indicative range of construction noise predictions, dB Laeq

Construction task

Predicted level
range

Nearest receiver

Access road construction R1 53-65 a5
Cable trench digging R9 42-52 45
Site compound construction R9 4251 a5
Substation construction R9 50-60 45
Benching of site R9 50-61 45
Clearing of surface vegetation R9 43-52 45
Laying down of gravel mulch in the battery and R9 51-63 45
electrical plant areas

Site rehabilitation, landscaping and vegetation R9 43-52 45

WO

4.11.8

rks

Waste

Noise affected
management level

Exceedance Exceedance  Highly noise affected  Exceedance
(Average) (Worst case) management level
£8 =20 75
=7 75
=6 75
<5 <15 75
=5 =16 75
=7 73
<6 <18 75
=7 75

No. Predicted Risks / Impacts Actual

1. General Solid Waste* (GSW) non-putrescible GSW disposed of at the nominated licenced
generated during construction of the BESS not waste facility.
managed in accordance with the EPA gazettal
notice under the POEO Act 1997.

2. Damaged or defective batteries being directed to Not applicable at this stage of the
local waste facilities when shipment back to the development.
supplier is not feasible.

3. Hazardous wastes like BESS-scale batteries Not applicable at this stage of the
disposed of unlawfully, and not being processed development, hence, not covered within the
through recycling scheme. scope of this initial IEA.

4. Improper disposal of special waste, including Licensed waste facility used for the disposal
asbestos, leading to environmental contamination of septic waste. No asbestos waste
and health risks for workers. encountered.

5. Concrete waste and waste rinse water inadvertently | No overflow of concrete waste or slurry into
disposed of at the site ultimately reaching the the surface water environment.
surface water environment.
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No. Predicted Risks / Impacts Actual

6. Wastes not deemed suitable for reuse or recycle are | Source separation implemented.
not properly segregated for disposal to licenced
waste facilities.

* General Solid Waste (non-putrescible) includes green waste (garden organics), metals (including
roofing), rock and excavated stone, wood waste, blockwork, glazed bricks, concrete (building frames,
cores & roofs; external works; slab), plastic (non-packing), plastic and foam packaging, general refuse,
electrical (HV and LV), optic fibre wiring, light bulbs, PVC pipes (stormwater, electrical, optic fibre,
sewer). Source: Table 4.3, Environmental Impact Statement, JBS&G Australia Pty Ltd, 25 July 2023

412  Site Inspection

The audit team, escorted by CPP and Equis, conducted joint inspection around the work site making notes
and observations of the site establishment works completed alongside the ongoing earthworks associated
with the site preparation of the BESS compound and the permanent car parking facility. Scope of the
inspection included verification of the effectiveness of controls and mitigation relating to several
environmental aspects such as:

e Vegetation mound

e Stockpile management

e Soil, erosion and sediment controls

e Site access point

e Creek crossing

e Tree protection

e Plant & equipment, including water cart

e Chemical storage

e Waste receptacles

e Bioretention basin (earthwork progressing)
e Site security, including signs and instructions
e Vehicular movement

e Site security, including signages

e Rain gauge

413 Site Interviews

The site interviews were conducted with project personnel responsible for planning, organizing, and
coordinating tasks related to the preparation and implementation of the approved management plans. The
project team, which included environmental and safety advisors, the project manager, and an external
environmental consultant, was tasked with obtaining approvals and agreements from relevant agencies and
local authorities. The team demonstrated a strong understanding of the project delivery requirements
primarily governed by the consent conditions. The interviews revealed that the management personnel were
well-versed in the requirements of the Environmental Management System (EMS) and the associated
management plans that had been approved by the Department.

414  Previous Annual Review or Compliance Report recommendations

No annual review or compliance report precedes this independent audit.
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4.15

Improvement Opportunities

In addition to closing out the non-compliance raised in this audit, improvement opportunities identified
throughout this report include:

»

4.16

Management to undertake close monitoring of the Accommodation and Employment Strategy
during the peak construction period. To date, management has largely relied on market forces, with
employees’ accommodation choices driven by a desire to maximise their Living Away from Home
Allowance (LAHA), typically resulting in the selection of more affordable, lower-demand options. During
major events, such as the Tamworth Country Music Festival, more active management and contingency
planning may be necessary to avoid accommodation pressures.

Relocating ATF fencing so that some trees currently located within the boundary of the worksite are
protected by locating the tree outside the work boundary.

Investigate the possibility of receiving receipts from Tamworth Sewage Treatment Plant as evidence
that sewage was disposed at a licenced facility and not elsewhere.

Key Strengths

Equis Energy (the Applicant) and CPP (the Primary Contractor) demonstrated management excellence
involving the overall strengths at the time of the audit involving the planning and implementation of
management and mitigation measures for the development. The auditors noted several areas of excellence,
including:

Effective implementation of systems and processes to ensure compliance with the conditions of
approval.

Availability of documentation, including plans and monitoring records to the auditors;
Implementation of processes for recording and monitoring the frequency of heavy vehicles
movements entering and leaving site.

Appointment of a dedicated team of environmental professional who is based locally and is
integrated within the environment team.

Successful retirement of the Biodiversity offset obligations via a contribution to the Biodiversity
Conservation Fund (BCF), reinforcing ongoing commitment to preserving biodiversity;
Installation of warning and advisory signs associated with reinforcing biodiversity awareness;
No non-compliances recorded throughout the audit period;

Installation of perimeter exclusion fencing along the entire site boundary;
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)

Recommendations

The following recommendations are made in response to three non-conformances identified during the

audit:

Monitor all light vehicle movements to the site. Condition B1 requires that the applicant ensure
the development does not generate more than 100 light vehicle movements a day during
construction, upgrading, or decommissioning. A record is not being maintained to ensure the
development does not exceed its daily light vehicle limits.

In addition, the following improvement opportunities are recommended:

1.

Management to undertake close monitoring of the Accommodation and Employment Strategy
during the peak construction period. During major events, such as the Tamworth Country Music
Festival, more active management and contingency planning may be necessary to avoid
accommodation pressures. Active management may include arranging share accommodation and
car-pooling / buses for workers during high demand periods.

Where feasible relocate ATF fencing to protect trees currently within the worksite boundary by
positioning them outside the construction area.

Investigate obtaining disposal receipts from the Tamworth Sewage Treatment Plant to verify that
sewage is managed at a licensed facility.
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6 Conclusion

Urban Perspectives conducted an Independent Environmental Audit (IEA) of the Calala Battery Energy
Storage System (BESS) on 9—10 September 2025 to assess compliance with state significant development
consent SSD 52786213 and evaluate overall environmental performance. The audit examined development
consent conditions and the implementation of key management plans, including traffic, biodiversity,
accommodation, and environmental management strategies. The IEA process involved site inspections,
interviews, and documentation review, ensuring a comprehensive assessment of operations. Overall, the
project achieved 98% compliance across 70 audited conditions, with 24 conditions not triggered at the time
of the audit and three conditions identified as non-compliant.

The main non-compliances related to the absence of monitoring for daily light vehicle movements, which can
be addressed through refinement of vehicle monitoring procedures. Additional improvement opportunities
included monitoring and contingency accommodation plans during local major events, repositioning fencing
to protect onsite vegetation, and verifying sewage disposal at licensed facilities. Implementing these
recommendations will further enhance compliance, environmental performance, and operational efficiency
at the Calala BESS site.
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APPENDIX A1: IEA Compliance Table
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SCHEDULE 2, PART A — ADMINISTRATIVE CONDITIONS

CoA.  Condition of Consent (Exact Wording) Findings & Recommendation Evidence Collected Compliance Status
OBLIGATION TO MINIMISE HARM TO THE ENVIRONMENT
A1, In meeting the specific performance measures and | Observed that CPP are implementing | This independent audit includes | Compliance
criteria in this consent, all reasonable and feasible | measures to mitigate material harm to the | observations on the site establishment
measures must be implemented to prevent, and if | environment. The audit identified several | works, information & data gathered
prevention is not reasonable and feasible, minimise, | improvement opportunities relating to on-site | during site visit and through interviews
any material harm to the environment that may result | environmental management and ensuring | and discussions with relevant personnel.
from the construction, commissioning, operation, | administrative requirements pertaining to
upgrading, decommissioning or rehabilitation of the | accommodation and employment impacts,
development. waste disposal and vegetation protection.
TERMS OF CONSENT
A2. The development may only be carried out: (a) Stages 1(a) and 1(b) have largely adhered a) All evidence reviewed as per this | Compliance
(a) in compliance with the conditions of this to the conditions of this consent, with some audit.
consent; exceptions detailed in the following conditions. b) Approval letter of staging request
(b) in accordance with all written directions of the from the Department, dated 10
Planning Secretary; (b) No directions given by the Planning June 2025 relating to constructing
(c) generally in accordance with the EIS; and Secretary since development commenced. BESS in two stages; and staging
(d) generally in accordance with the Stage 1 as Stage 1a, 1b, 1c and
Development Layout in Appendix 1. (c) Section 4.11 of this audit report describes 1d. See Photo A2-1 in Appendix
actual impacts compared to impacts predicted F)
in the EIS. Itis noted that the EIS assessed c) Environmental Impact Statement,
the BESS with a total delivery capacity of 1200 Site Inspection and data collected
MWh whilst the Amendment Report (dated during the audit
May 2024) and this approval only allow 600 d) Surveyor's drawing, ATF Pickup

MWh delivery capacity.

(d) The temporary carpark is located outside
the Development Layout in Appendix 1.
However, section 3.1.4 of the EIS Amendment
Report states the existing dwelling located
south-east to the site access point and within
the site boundary is to be used as temporary
office and designated areas for laydown,
storage, and parking during construction.
Observations made during the site visit
confirmed the use of this area as a temporary

10-09-2025. (See Photo A2-2 in
Appendix F)
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SCHEDULE 2, PART A — ADMINISTRATIVE CONDITIONS ‘

CoA.

Condition of Consent (Exact Wording)

Findings & Recommendation

Evidence Collected

Compliance Status

carpark for light vehicles. Use of the temporary
car park will continue until completion of the
designated car parking area shown in
Appendix 1.

All other works are located within the
development footprint. CPP provided
surveyor’s drawing confirming the location of
the fence line and setbacks from the boundary.
During the audit the auditors observed plant
and machinery operating on site that using
GPS systems to follow a programmed path.

A3.

The Applicant must comply with any requirement/s of
the Planning Secretary arising from the Department’s
assessment of:

(a) any strategies, plans or correspondence that are
submitted in accordance with this consent;

(b) any reports, reviews or audits commissioned by
the Department regarding compliance with this
consent; and

(c) the implementation of any actions or measures
contained in these documents

(a) The Applicant has broadly demonstrated
compliance with the requirements of the various
administrative, management plans and
reporting conditions under the development
consent. No directions resulting from the
Department’s review of the management plans
and strategies occurred. Prior to the approval
of the management plans, the Planning
Secretary had agreed in response to the
Applicant’s request to allow site establishment
work to commence on site in parallel with the
construction of the site access point off Calala
Lane.

(b) Not applicable.

(c) Not applicable

Audit interviews
Management plans implemented on site

Correspondence with the Applicant and
Departments prior to commencement of
works.

Planning Secretary’s agreement (dated
5 March 2025). See Photo A3-1 in
Appendix F.

Compliance

A4,

The conditions of this consent and directions of the
Planning Secretary prevail to the extent of any
inconsistency, ambiguity or conflict between them and
a document listed in condition A2(c) or A2(d). In the
event of an inconsistency, ambiguity or conflict between
any of the documents listed in condition A2(c) or A2(d),

Condition 2(c) relates to compliance with the
EIS (dated October 2023) and Condition 2(d)
refers to the Development Layout in Appendix
1 of the development consent. The
Development Layout Plan is the most recent
document and therefore prevails over the EIS.

Noted.

Compliance
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SCHEDULE 2, PART A — ADMINISTRATIVE CONDITIONS ‘

CoA.  Condition of Consent (Exact Wording) Findings & Recommendation Evidence Collected Compliance Status
the most recent document prevails to the extent of the | The conditions of consent prevail over the EIS
inconsistency, ambiguity or conflict. and Development Layout Plan to the extent of
any inconsistency, ambiguity or conflict. The
planning Secretary has not issued any
directions to date.
BATTERY STORAGE RESTRICTION
AS. Unless the Planning Secretary agrees otherwise in | Final drawings showing the location of the | Not Applicable Not triggered
writing, the battery storage associated with the | batteries, inverters and megapacks were not
development must not exceed a total delivery capacity | approved for construction, therefore not
of 600 MWh. available at the time of this audit.
Note: This condition does not prevent the Applicant
from seeking to lodge a separate development
application or modify this consent to increase the
storage capacity of the battery storage in the future.
UPGRADING OF BATTERY STORAGE AND ANCILLARY INFRASTRUCTURE
A6. The Applicant may upgrade the battery storage and | Not Applicable Not triggered Not triggered
ancillary infrastructure on site provided these upgrades
remain within the approved development footprint of the
site. Prior to carrying out any such upgrades, the
Applicant must provide revised layout plans and project
details of the development to the Planning Secretary
incorporating the proposed upgrades.
STRUCTURAL ADEQUACY
AT7. The Applicant must ensure that all new buildings and | Not applicable at this stage of because no new | Not Applicable Not triggered
structures, and any alterations or additions to existing | buildings have been constructed yet.
buildings and structures, are constructed in accordance
with the relevant requirements of the Building Code of
Australia.
Notes: Under Part 6 of the EP&A Act, the Applicant is
required to obtain construction and occupation
certificates for the development. The EP&A Regulation
sets out the requirements for the certification of the
development
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SCHEDULE 2, PART A — ADMINISTRATIVE CONDITIONS ‘

CoA. ‘ Condition of Consent (Exact Wording) | Findings & Recommendation | Evidence Collected | Compliance Status
DEMOLITION
AS8. The Applicant must ensure that all demolition work on | Not Applicable Review of EIS and Amendment Report, | Not triggered
site is carried out in accordance with Australian aerial photographs and observations
Standard AS 2601-2001: The Demolition of Structures, during the audit found no evidence on
or its latest version. existing structures on the site that
required demolition. See Photo A8-1 in
Appendix F.
PROTECTION OF PUBLIC INFRASTRUCTURE
A9. Unless the Applicant and the applicable authority agree | No repairs to public infrastructure (excluding | Review of incident reports and | Compliance
otherwise, the Applicant must: upgrade road works) required to date. The only | observations on site found no evidence
public infrastructure on site is 11Kv poles and | of damage to public infrastructure to
(a) repair, or pay the full costs associated with repairing, | wire. The 11 kV poles may need to be relocated | date.
any public infrastructure that is damaged by the | to outside the BESS boundary but within
development; and Transgrid’s property. Not applicable at this | See Photos A9-1 and A9-2 in Appendix
(b) relocate, or pay the full costs associated with | stage. Apart from that, no services have been | F.
relocating, any public infrastructure that needs to be | encountered.
relocated as a result of the development.
Note: This condition does not apply to the upgrade and
maintenance of the road network, which is expressly
provided for in the conditions of this consent.
OPERATION OF PLANT AND EQUIPMENT
A10. | The applicant must ensure that all plant and o During site visit, both stationery and Sighted plant and equipment Compliance
equipment used on site, or in connection with the operational plant and equipment were maintenance records. Mobile plant
development, is: observed and documented. inspection checklist and register
« Mobile plant included water cart and earth- | maintained electronically.
(a) maintained in a proper and efficient condition; and moving equipment. Pre-start checklist
(b) operated in a proper and efficient manner maintained and kept inside the cab. CPP online safety system on intranet
o The fire extinguisher was verified and had | accessible to site personnel.
the proper validity tags in place.
Telehandler (Coates hire contains plant
risk assessment t. DJN excavators
subcontractor.
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SCHEDULE 2, PART A — ADMINISTRATIVE CONDITIONS ‘

CoA.  Condition of Consent (Exact Wording) Findings & Recommendation Evidence Collected Compliance Status
Padfoot roller — contains maintenance
history.

See in Appendix F: Photo A10-1, Photo
A10-2, Photo A10-3, and Photo A10-4
APPLICABILITY OF GUIDELINES
A11. | References in the conditions of this consent to any | Noted Nil. Compliance

guideline, protocol, Australian Standard or policy are to

such guidelines, protocols, Standards or policies in the

form they are in as at the date of this consent.

However, consistent with the conditions of this consent

and without altering any limits or criteria in this consent,

the Planning Secretary may, when issuing directions

under this consent in respect of ongoing monitoring and

management obligations, require compliance with an

updated or revised version of such a guideline, protocol,

Standard or policy, or a replacement of them.

COMPLIANCE
A12. | The Applicant must ensure that all of its employees, Employees and sub-contractors are made Induction records of two site personnel: | Compliance

contractors (and their sub-contractors) are made aware of and instructed to comply with

aware of, and are instructed to comply with, the conditions of consent by the following means: e  Matt Jenkins inducted on 07 July

conditions of this consent relevant to activities they 2025

carry out in respect of the development. e  Project induction for Calala BESS: A e Joshua Corfe inducted on 09 July
review the slides confirmed the following 2025
issues are addressed during the e Bradley Ireland — Civil Supervisor
induction: spills; air quality management, inducted on 4 August 2025
visual impact management, fauna
rescue, no go zones, weed and Inductee tickets and competencies
threatened species identification and available in the system. Tickets contain
management, biosecurity, rehabilitation, | records of fire extinguisher qualification.
stockpile, tree protection, noise
management and community complaints. | Actual induction on PowerPoint
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SCHEDULE 2, PART A — ADMINISTRATIVE CONDITIONS ‘

CoA.

Condition of Consent (Exact Wording)

Findings & Recommendation

Evidence Collected

Compliance Status

e  Short term induction. Records were
sighted on site

e Visitor induction. Records were sighted
on site.

e Delivery driver instructions. Records of
the instructions sent to delivery drivers
were sighted.

e Toolboxes. Toolbox records were
sighted, indicating the following issues
have been discussed: site-specific
issues, noise control, emergency
response drills, rainfall management and
segregation of topsoil.

e June 2025 — toolbox topics based on
general issues, vegetative zones and
dogging & rigging.

e July 2025 — toolbox talks provided to
project personnel. Topics included
emergency response drill, rainfall
management, safety alert vapes fire,
rock on road, vegetation and no go
zones, worker consultation, and working
around water.

e August 2025 — Key topics included flood
mitigation strategies, safe operation of
concrete boom pumps, biosecurity and
weed prevention, management of
crystalline silica exposure, construction
site noise control, and investigation of a
back injury incident.

e  September 2025 — toolbox talks on
waste management and operating
scraper.

Hardcopy of induction form kept in
folder.

Induction records (completed forms) of
delivery drivers, CPP employee, sub-
contractor and short-term worker, and
induction slides. See in Appendix F the
following:

See Photo A12-1: Induction provided to
delivery drivers.

Photo  A12-2:  Project
completion by CPP personnel.

induction

Photo A12-3: Sub-contractor personnel
completing project induction and
storyboard induction.

Photo A12-4: Contents of Project
Induction (overview of a few slides out of
98).

Photo  A12-5.  Short-term  visitor
induction.
Photo A12-6: Toolbox alerts on

Segregation of topsail.

Photo A12-7: Toolbox alert on
Vegetation Management Zone.
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SCHEDULE 2, PART A — ADMINISTRATIVE CONDITIONS ‘

CoA.  Condition of Consent (Exact Wording) Findings & Recommendation Evidence Collected Compliance Status

Three (3) employees onsite were selected
randomly. Records were sighted for all three
employees confirm they had completed the
project induction.

EVIDENCE OF CONSULTATION

A13. | Where conditions of this consent require consultation Equis has maintained a stakeholder Summary of consultation matrix Compliance
with an identified party, the Applicant must: consultation register. The register developed and maintained by Equis
summarises: Energy. Consultation record maintained
(a) consult with the relevant party prior to submitting in a chronological order.
the subject document to the Planning Secretary for e  The name of the stakeholder
approval; and e Date of consultation See Photo A13-1 in Appendix F.
(b) provide details of the consultation undertaken e Method consultation (i.e. email,
including: Phone, Letter, meeting etc.)
e Topic
(i) the outcome of that consultation, matters e  Outcomes

resolved and unresolved; and e  Matters resolved

. . . L e Matters unresolved
(i) details of any disagreement remaining between

the party consulted and the Applicant and how the

~ The register was last updated in August.
Applicant has addressed the matters not resolved.

Stakeholders Equis consulted with since
September 2024 were Tamworth Council and

DPHI.
COMMUNITY ENHANCEMENT
A14. | Unless the Planning Secretary agrees otherwise, the With respect to the Voluntary Planning | Equis Energy letter dated 26 March | Not triggered
Applicant must enter into a VPA with Council in Agreement (VPA) with the Council, a meeting | 2025 requesting Planning Secretary
accordance with: was convened on 5 August 2025 with the | Agreement to amend requirements of
Department of Planning. During the meeting, | Condition 14
(a) Division 7.1 of Part 7 of the EP&A Act; and the Department confirmed that the Minister
(b) the terms of the Applicant’'s VPA letter dated 20 would be a party to the agreement, and that the | Letter from the Department dated 16
June 2024, which are summarised in Part A of draft was currently under review by the | September 2025 agreeing to vary VPA
Appendix 5. Department. The Council had reviewed the | agreement. (See Photo A74-1 in

draft version, which would be submitted to the | Appendix F)
Council for consideration and potential adoption
as a resolution.
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SCHEDULE 2, PART A — ADMINISTRATIVE CONDITIONS ‘

CoA.  Condition of Consent (Exact Wording) Findings & Recommendation Evidence Collected Compliance Status

On 16 September 2025, the Planning Secretary
agreed if the Applicant and Council do not enter
into a VPA or other agreement within 9 months
of the commencement of construction, then
within 10 months of the commencement of
construction (and annually from the
commencement of operation until the cessation
of operation of the project), the Applicant must
make a Section 7.12 of the EP&A Act
contribution to Council for the amount specified
in Part B of Appendix 5 of the consent
conditions.

Part B of Appendix 5 requires Equis to pay
$100,000 as a lump sum within 4 months of the
commencement of construction and a further
payment of $50,000 per annum (CPI adjusted)
from the commencement of operation until the
cessation of operations of the project.

A15. | Unless the Planning Secretary agrees otherwise, if the | On 20 August 2025, Equis requested the Photo A14-1 Letter from the Department | Not triggered
Applicant and Council do not enter into a VPA or other | Department for an extension to delay signing approving request to vary Voluntary
agreement prior to the commencement of construction, | the VPA with the Council. The Planning Planning  Agreement (VPA), 16
then within 3 months of the commencement of Secretary approved this request on 16 September 2025 in Appendix F.
construction (and annually from the commencement of | September 2025, on the condition that Equis
operation until the cessation of operation of the must sign the VPA or an agreement with the
project), the Applicant must make a Section 7.12 of the | Council within nine months of starting
EP&A Act contribution to Council for the amount construction. As per letter, Equis must finalise
specified in Part B of Appendix 5. the VPA by March 2026.

SCHEDULE 2, PART B- ENVIRONMENTAL CONDITIONS - GENERAL
CoA. Condition of Consent Findings & Recommendation Evidence Collected Compliance Status

TRANSPORT
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SCHEDULE 2, PART B- ENVIRONMENTAL CONDITIONS - GENERAL ‘

CoA.

Condition of Consent

Findings & Recommendation

Evidence Collected

Compliance Status

B1.

Heavy vehicles requiring escort and heavy
vehicles restrictions

The Applicant must ensure that the:
(a) development does not generate more than:

(i) 120 heavy vehicle movements a day (a
maximum of 22 heavy vehicles
movements per hour) during construction,
upgrading or decommissioning;

(i) 100 light vehicle movements a day during
construction, upgrading, or
decommissioning; and

(iii) 7 movements of a heavy vehicle requiring
escort during construction, upgrading, or
decommissioning; and

(b) length of any vehicles (excluding heavy
vehicles requiring escort) used for the
development does not exceed 26 metres, unless
the Planning Secretary agrees otherwise.

The development is currently in the construction
phase, with site establishment activities in
progress. Observed large semi-trailers delivering
portable and demountable office sheds to the
site.

The audit confirms that CPP is maintaining a
Vehicle Register. The register records vehicles
entering and leaving the site. Counts of heavy
vehicles (HVs) confirm vehicle volumes
remaining within the limits set by the condition.

To date, no oversize or over-mass vehicles have
been recorded; however, should these be
required in the future, the Traffic Management
Plan will need to be updated, and a permit
obtained from TINSW.

Non-compliance with condition B1(a)(ii).:
Condition B1 requires that the applicant ensure
the development does not generate more than
100 light vehicle movements a day during
construction, upgrading, or decommissioning.
There were a few instances where light vehicle
movements were recorded in the register.
However, the majority of light vehicles associated
with the project have gone undetected, as they
are typically parked in a temporary area outside
the development footprint but within the site
boundary and adjacent to an existing dwelling
identified in the EIS Amendment Report (2024).
As a result, CPP does not ensure the
development does not generate more than 100
light vehicle movements a day.

Photo B1-1 Temporary car park area in
Appendix F.

Photo B1-2 Vehicle Delivery logbook for
30 June 2025 in Appendix F.

Photo B1-3 Vehicle Delivery logbook 17
July 2025 in Appendix F.

Photo B1-4 VVehicle Delivery logbook for
1 August 2025 in Appendix F.

Non-Compliance
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SCHEDULE 2, PART B- ENVIRONMENTAL CONDITIONS - GENERAL

CoA. Condition of Consent Findings & Recommendation Evidence Collected Compliance Status
B2. Heavy vehicles requiring escort and heavy Site Security personnel at the entry gate of the | Photo B7-3 Delivery logbook for 17 July | Compliance
vehicles restrictions site access point oversees the entry and exit of | 2025 in Appendix F.
heavy vehicles and records the number of heavy
The Applicant must keep accurate records of the | vehicle movements. The register includes the | Photo B1-4 Delivery logbook for 1
number of heavy vehicles requiring escort and registration number and the time a vehicle has | August 2025 Appendix F.
heavy vehicles entering or leaving the site each entered and left the site. TMP provides the option
day for the duration of the project. to either manually record vehicle register or utilise | See Photo B2-1 in Appendix F showing
an automatic vehicle detection camera at the site | the security shed at the site access
access. CPP records the arrival and departure of | point.
heavy vehicles manually.
No heavy vehicles have required an escort to
date.
B3. Access Route Site security monitors the arrival of Heavy | Project Directions and Requirements, Compliance
Vehicles. Furthermore, at the time of onboarding, | TMP-CO82 Mar 2019 v1.1
Unless the Planning Secretary agrees otherwise, | drivers receive instructions to of the required
all heavy vehicles associated with the truck route to site. If a Heavy Vehicle arrives to | See Photo B3-1 in Appendix F.
development must travel to and from the site via | site by turning right into the gate, it is known they
New England Highway, Nundle Road, O’Briens have taken the incorrect route.
Lane and Calala Lane as identified in Appendix
3. There have been no recorded incidents of Heavy
Vehicles arriving to site via the wrong route.
There is one incident of a water cart turning right
into the site. However, this vehicle is classed as
Medium Vehicle and therefore it was not recorded
as a non-compliance. Nevertheless, water carts
are advised to arrive and depart to and from the
site via New England Highway, Nundle Road,
O’'Briens Lane and Calala Lane, and project
suppliers and contractors reminded of the
management controls to minimise impacts to the
community.
B4. Access Route Not applicable at this stage. However, the | Project Directions and Requirements, Compliance

development has demonstrated full compliance
with vehicle routing requirements, ensuring safe

TMP-CO82 Mar 2019 v1.1 — See Photo
B3-1in Appendix F.
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CoA.

SCHEDULE 2, PART B- ENVIRONMENTAL CONDITIONS - GENERAL

Condition of Consent

Findings & Recommendation

Evidence Collected

Compliance Status

Unless the Planning Secretary agrees otherwise,
all heavy vehicles requiring escort and light
vehicles associated with the development must
travel to and from the site via the New England
Highway, Goonoo Goonoo Road and Calala Lane
as identified in Appendix 3.

and regulated ftraffic flow in line with the
conditions of approval. No deviations from the
approved transport corridor were identified during
the audit period. Light vehicles were observed
approaching and departing the site from the west
via Calala Lane.

Instructions for the movement of escorted heavy
vehicles and light vehicles associated with the
development are detailed in Section 5 of the
Project Directions and Requirements, TMP-CO82
Mar 2019 v1.1.

BS.

Site Access

All vehicles associated with the development
must enter and exit the site via the site access
point off Calala Lane, as identified in Appendix
1.

Observed the dedicated entrance and exit to the
site located off Calala Lane, with a site security
shed attended by security personnel overseeing
movement of site vehicles entry and exit.

Light vehicles associated with the development
were parked in a temporary carpark adjoining the
existing dwelling located south-east to the site
access point. This temporary carparking area is
not indicated in Appendix 1 of the SSD consent,
nonetheless, the EIS Amendment Report (2024)
provides that the existing dwelling would be
repurposed as a temporary office, with additional
areas designated for temporary construction
laydown, storage and parking.

Project Directions and Requirements,
TMP-CO82 Mar 2019 v1.1 — See Photo
B3-1in Appendix F.

Project Traffic Management Plan, Rev
B, 12 June 2025. See Photo B5-1 in
Appendix F.

Compliance

B6.

Road Upgrades

Unless the Planning Secretary agrees otherwise,
prior to commencing construction, the Applicant
must:

(a) The site access points, which are pending
completion have been designed in accordance
with the Australian Standard for Off Street Car
Parking (AS/NZS2890.1:2004 and
AS2890.2:2018), to accommodate the largest
vehicles accessing the site.

(a) As-built drawings showing the
vehicle sweep path to cater for the
largest vehicle movement between site
and Calala Lane are pending.
Construction crew were planning on
completing the tie-end works between
the culvert and the site access point.
See Photo B6-1 in Appendix F.

Not triggered
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CoA. Condition of Consent Findings & Recommendation Evidence Collected Compliance Status
(a) construct the site access point off Calala Lane, | (b) To date, no Over Size Over Mass (OSOM)
as shown in Appendix 4, to cater for the largest | vehicles have been associated with the ongoing | (b) This is not required at this stage of
vehicle accessing the site; and construction and site establishment works | development. However, for the
associated with the development. Road upgrades | upcoming construction phases that
(b) ensure the upgrades comply with the current | are planned to be undertaken at the intersections | involve movement of OSOM vehicles, all
Austroads Guidelines, Australian Standards (as | of Calala Lane/Site Access Point; Nundle Road | necessary road upgrades must have
amended by TfNSW supplements) and are | and O’'Briens Lane; and Nundle Road and New | been completed in accordance with the
carried out to the satisfaction of Council. England Road. design drawings indicating the vehicle
swept path. See Photo B6-2 in Appendix
F.
B7. Access Route and Road Upgrades: Heavy | CPP would obtain separate approval from TINSW | Section 138 approval is required under | Not triggered
Vehicles Requiring Escort prior to escorting heavy vehicles to the site. To | the Roads Act to upgrade the road
date, no heavy vehicles have required an escort | intersections as indicated in the Traffic
Prior to the use of heavy vehicles requiring escort | to the site since commencement of construction. | Management Plan.
on the public road network, all relevant approvals
must be obtained and implemented (including for | The intersection upgrade at Calala Lane has not | Road upgrades would be necessary to
any road upgrades that may be required), from | been completed yet. The final connection | ensure safe movement of heavy
the point of origin to the New England Highway / | between the culvert and Calala Lane is still | vehicles requiring escorts. See Photo
Calala Lane intersection. pending, with completion expected soon. B7-1in Appendix F.
B8. Road Maintenance The auditors conducted a survey by driving Pre-construction video condition survey | Compliance

The Applicant must:

(a) undertake an independent dilapidation survey
to assess the:

(i) existing condition of Nundle Road, O’'Briens
Lane and Calala Lane on the transport route,
prior to construction, upgrading and
decommissioning activities; and

(ii) condition of Nundle Road, O’Briens Lane
and Calala Lane on the transport route,
following the completion of construction,
upgrading and decommissioning activities;

along the officially approved routes to gain an
overview of the road conditions. Noted that the
approved route is also used by heavy vehicles
that are not associated with the project.

(a) AusDilaps performed a dilapidation survey
that included driving through the transport route
and inspecting the road condition.

(b) The dilapidation reports prepared by
AusDilaps in May and June 2025. Survey
covered Calala Lane, O’Briens Lane, Nundle
Road and Railway Street. Dilapidation survey
had been sent to Tamworth Council on 19 June
2025.

— Defect Analysis:
- O’Briens Lane — Northbound
- O’Briens Lane — Southbound
- Calala Lane — Eastbound
- Calala Lane — Northbound
- Calala Lane - Southbound
- Calala Lane - Westbound

e  Photo B8-1 Dilapidation survey
report — O’Briens Lane —
Northbound & Southbound

e  Photo B8-2 Dilapidation survey
report — Calala Lane northbound
and southbound
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e  Photo B8-3 Dilapidation survey
(b) on completion of the dilapidation reports | (c) No damage to road pavements and report — Calala Lane — westbound
undertaken in B8(a)(i) and (ii) provide a copy to | associated infrastructure reported so far since and eastbound
the relevant roads' authorities; and commencement of construction. e  Photo B8-4 Dilapidation survey
provided to the local authority
(c) repair the roads identified in condition B8(a)(i) e Weekly drive video involving use
and (ii) if dilapidation surveys identify that the of a Dashcam for recording
roads have been damaged due to development- condition of the road. See Photo
related traffic during construction, upgrading or B8-5 in Appendix F.
decommissioning works in consultation with the
relevant road authority. in Appendix F.
If there is a dispute between the Applicant and the
relevant roads authority about repairs required
under this condition then either party may refer
the matter to the Planning Secretary for
resolution.
B9. Operating Conditions Operations phase has not commenced. Observations during site inspection Not triggered

The Applicant must ensure:

(a) the internal roads are constructed as all-
weather roads;

(b) there is sufficient parking on site for all
vehicles, and no parking occurs on the
public road network in the vicinity of the
site;

(c) the capacity of the existing roadside
drainage network is not reduced;

(d) all vehicles are loaded and unloaded on
site, and enter and leave the site in a
forward direction; and

(e) development-related vehicles leaving the
site are in a clean condition to minimise

a. Early stage of construction, not ready for
operational stage.

b. Temporary parking spaces have been
constructed until completion of the
designated car parking lot. Generally,
twenty five—thirty car spaces. Carpooling
of workers. In case exceedance observed
triggering more than sixty car spaces, bus
services will need to be arranged by CPP
for transporting workers. End of
September expecting designated carspace
be completed. Development likely to
experience peak workforce in Jan-Feb as
conduit laying requires additional workers
on site. No parking of project vehicles were

Discussions and interview

Shaker grid installed. See Photo B9-1
in Appendix F.

Rain gauge. See Photo B9-2 in
Appendix F.
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dirt being tracked onto the public road observed on the public road network in the
network. vicinity of the site.
c. Reduction of capacity of roadside drain to
be addressed as part of the review of
AsBuilts at the end of construction
d. Materials imported and exported were all
within the site boundary. Observed trucks
enter and leave site in forward direction.
e. Shaker grid installed at the entry. Mud
tracking not evident on Calala Lane. Rain
gauge installed on site.
TRANSPORT
B10. Traffic Management The Traffic Management Plan, prepared by | Planning Secretary’s approval of the Compliance
Stantec, was reviewed in consultation with | Traffic Management Plan. See Photo
Prior to commencing construction, the Applicant | TINSW and Tamworth Regional Council before | B10-1 in Appendix F.
must prepare a Traffic Management Plan for the | receiving approval from the Department on 13
development in consultation with TINSW and | June 2025. Overall, the management plan | For consultation with TEINSW, see
Council, and to the satisfaction of the Planning | reflects a strong commitment to minimizing | Photo B10-2 in Appendix F.
Secretary. This plan must include: impacts on the local road network and
community.
B10(a) | details of the transport route to be used for all The Auditee indicated that all delivery drivers and | Traffic Management Plan (Rev B, dated | Compliance
development-related traffic; sub-contractors involved in the Project receive | 12 June 2025).
copies of the Traffic Management Plan (TMP)
and the drivers' code of conduct. Additionally, | Instructions on Turning Lanes &
Auditees were able to demonstrate familiarity with | Driveway Construction Works
both documents when asked. Vehicles using | (Handout). See Photo B10(a)-1 & 2 in
designated site access point and access gate to | Appendix F.
enter and leave site. Approved routes displayed
on the plan as well as on the wall / noticeboard.
B10(b) | a reconciliation table to demonstrate all traffic- Traffic Management Plan, prepared by Stantec | Table 4.1 — Mitigation and Management | Compliance

related management measures and
recommendation measures identified in the EIS
have been included in the plan;

describes mitigation and management measures
in Table 4.1 under Section 4.6.

Measures include the factor of road
repair and maintenance in the Traffic
Management Plan (Rev B, dated 12
June 2025).
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B10(c) | details of the measures that would be Traffic Management Plan, prepared by Stantec | Table 4.1 — Mitigation and Management | Compliance
implemented to minimise traffic impacts during describes mitigation and management measures | Measures include the factor of road
construction, upgrading or decommissioning in Table 4.1 under Section 4.6. repair and maintenance in the Traffic
works, including: Management Plan (Rev B, dated 12
June 2025).
B10 details of the dilapidation surveys required by A dilapidation survey completed by AusDilaps Dilapidation Survey Reports prepared Compliance
(c)(i) condition B8 of this consent; confirmed that the majority of the defects by AusDilaps in May and June 2025.
observed along the transport route—Nundle
Road, O’Briens Lane, and Calala Lane—were
minor and were present before construction
began.
B10 temporary traffic controls, including detours and | The plan outlines the use of temporary traffic Temporary traffic control signs. See Compliance
(c)(ii) sighage; controls such as detours, signage, and flagging. | Photo B10(c)(ii)-1 and Photo B10
(c)(ii)-2 in Appendix F.
Pedestrian safety barriers. See Photo
B10(c)(ii)-3 in Appendix F.
B10 notifying the local community about Local residents and stakeholders are notified of | Table 4.1 — Mitigation and Management | Compliance
(c)(iii) development-related traffic impacts; upcoming traffic disruptions through a procedure | Measures include the factor of road
that includes letter drops and community notice | repair and maintenance in the Traffic
boards. Equis and CPP work together on | Management Plan (Rev B, dated 12
community engagement, with Equis's Community | June  2025). Further information
Engagement Manager acting as the main point of | provided in the  Environmental
contact. Management Strategy (EMS) approved
under C1 of this consent.
B10 procedures for receiving and addressing A complaints management procedure is | Section 5.1.6 — Complaint resolution Compliance
(c)(iv) complaints from the community about referenced, including a dedicated phone number | and disciplinary procedure outlined in

development- related traffic;

and response timeframe. However, the process
for recording, tracking, and reporting complaint
outcomes could be described in more detail to
ensure accountability.

the Traffic Management Plan (Rev B,
dated 12 June 2025).
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B10 minimising potential for conflict with school The plan acknowledges the need to avoid conflict | Section 5.1.2 Haulage routes and Compliance
(c)(v) buses and other road users as far as with school buses and proposes restricted | timing of transport, and Table 4.1 in the
practicable, including preventing queuing on the | operating hours for heavy vehicles. Traffic Management Plan (Rev B, dated
public road network; 12 June 2025).
B10 minimising potential cumulative traffic impacts The TMP identifies other projects in the area. | Table 4.1 — Mitigation and Management | Compliance
(c)(vi) with other projects in the area during CPP notifies Council of road closures. Council | Measures, Traffic Management Plan
construction, upgrading or decommissioning considers cumulative traffic impacts. (Rev B, dated 12 June 2025).
works;
B10 minimising dirt tracked onto the public road The plan proposes wheel-washing facilities and Table 4.1 — Mitigation and Management | Compliance
(c)(vii) | network from development-related traffic; regular road sweeping to minimise dirt tracked Measures, Traffic Management Plan
onto public roads. A wheel shaker was (Rev B, dated 12 June 2025).
observed on site. No Dirt/sediment was
observed to have been tracked onto the public Road pavement with minimal mud
road network from the site. tracking. See Photo B10(c)(viii)-1 in
Appendix F.
B10 measures for managing light vehicle peak The plan encourages carpooling. CPP are | Sections 3.3 and 4.3 of the Traffic Compliance
(c)(viii) | numbers, including carpooling or ride sharing by | currently not monitoring all light vehicle | Management Plan (Rev B, dated 12
employees; movements (refer to condition B1). It is | June 2025).
recommended that CPP adopt a proactive
approach to coordinating shared accommodation
for workers during peak demand periods. This
would also create opportunities to implement
carpooling or a shuttle bus system to reduce the
number of light vehicles on-site during these
times.
The plan states that drivers will not be allowed to
do delivery works during school zone hours
unless time-critical (e.g. concrete, earthworks)
despite the electronic booking system having
implemented.
B10 scheduling of heavy vehicle movements to CPP schedule heavy vehicle movements to avoid | Section 3.7 — Construction vehicle Compliance
(c)(ix) minimise convoy length or platoons, and to peak times and reduce convoy lengths. routes, Traffic Management Plan (Rev

minimise conflicts with light vehicles;

B, dated 12 June 2025).
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B10 responding to local climate conditions that may The plan considers local climate conditions, | Table 4.1 — Mitigation and Management | Compliance
(c)(x) affect road safety such as fog, dust, wet weather | including fog and flooding, and proposes | Measures, Traffic Management Plan
and flooding; responsive measures such as halting movements | (Rev B, dated 12 June 2025).
during unsafe weather. Besides, construction /
site vehicles are equipped with fog lights.
B10 responding to any emergency repair or The current plan outlines general provisions for | Sections 4.4 and 5.1.5 of Traffic Compliance
(c)(xi) maintenance requirements; and emergency repairs and maintenance. Management Plan (Rev B, dated 12
June 2025).
B10 a traffic management system for managing The plan highlights the provision for the | A stand-alone Traffic Management Plan | Not triggered
(c)(xii) | heavy vehicles requiring escort movement of heavy vehicles used throughout the | concerning movement of OSOM
construction stage. The requirement to escort | vehicles would be required in due
heavy vehicles in coordination with TFNSW is | course and be approved by the
specified in the plan. Planning Secretary.
B10(d) | a driver's code of conduct that addresses: Section 5 of the Traffic Management Plan | Traffic Management Plan Compliance
provides overview of Driver's Code of Conduct.
(i) driver fatigue; Furthermore, the induction includes information | Onboarding induction. See Photo B3-1
(i) procedures to ensure drivers adhere to | on the permitted access routes to and from the | in Appendix F.
the designated transport routes and construction site for site staff and delivery
speed limits; and vehicles, parking arrangements, as well as | Also, see Photo B10(d)-1 in Appendix
(i) procedures to ensure that drivers standard environmental, workplace health and | F.
implement safe driving practices safety, driver protocols (code of conduct provided
to all drivers), details and times of school bus | Project induction. See Photo B10(d)-2
routes, and emergency procedures. Drivers | in Appendix F.
receiving induction are made aware of the
approved working hours for the project. In
addition, a large hoarding attached to fence near
site access point provides relevant instructions
regarding access to site.
B10(e) | a program to ensure drivers working on the Safe driving practices discussed in the TMP, | Table 4.1 — Mitigation and Management | Compliance

development receive suitable training on the
code of conduct and any other relevant
obligations under the Traffic Management Plan;
and

stresses the importance of using caution and
respecting all other road users while driving
project vehicles on local roads.

Measures include the factor of road
repair and maintenance in the Traffic
Management Plan (Rev B, dated 12
June 2025).
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Section 5.1.3 of the Traffic
Management Plan
B10(f) a flood response plan detailing procedures and The Traffic Management Plan addresses the key | Section 3.7.2 Heavy Vehicle Travel Compliance
options for emergency access to and from site in | issue dealing with flood risk on the heavy vehicle | Permit, Traffic Management Plan (Rev
the event of flooding. route restricting heavy vehicle movement on | B, dated 12 June 2025).
O’Briens Lane, as well as Calala Lane. Also, CPP
Following the Planning Secretary’s approval, the | sends out text notification to drivers. See Photo B10(f)-1 in Appendix F.
Applicant must implement the Traffic
Management Plan.
LANDSCAPING
B11. Vegetation Buffer CPP currently consulting with Tamworth nursery | Calala BESS Weekly Site Inspection Compliance
with regards to native seed mix procurement for | Checklist, 15 August 2025. See Photo
Unless the Planning Secretary agrees otherwise, | seed propagation to plant before operation B11-1in Appendix F.
the Applicant must establish and maintain a | starts.
vegetation buffer (landscape screening and WHS Inspection Register. See Photo
mound) as described in the EIS and at the | Observed early works in progress for B11-2in Appendix F.
locations identified in Appendix 1. The landscape | establishing the vegetation buffer (landscape
screening and mound must: screening and mound) as indicated in the layout | Biodiversity Management Baseline
(a) be established and planted prior to | planincluded in the approved Biodiversity Data Report — retained lands at 474
commencing operation; Management Plan Calala Lane, NSW, prepared by AEP,
(b) be comprised of species that are endemic 19 August 2025.
to the area; Weekly site inspection conducted by the
(c) be designed and maintained in accordance | Environmental Specialist confirmed stockpiles Fauna Habitat Assessment and Weed
with RFS’s Planning for Bushfire Protection | were in the approved location free from weed. Survey for Battery Energy Storage
2019 (or equivalent); and System Site, Calala Lane, Calala NSW,
(d) be properly and actively maintained with | Excavated materials were stockpiled, with the prepared by AEP, 11 June 2025
appropriate weed management. topsoil kept separate for use in future
rehabilitation works. Early works associated with
establishing vegetation buffer. See
Photo B11-3 in Appendix F.
Segregation of topsoil on-site. See
Photo B11-4 in Appendix F.
B12. Land Management No grazing observed around the current Assessing the condition of groundcover | Not triggered

development footprint. Weed management

would typically be associated with the
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The Applicant must maintain the agricultural land | outside the development footprint may be post-construction phase of the
capability of the site, including: required later in the construction phase. development.

(a) establishing the ground cover of the site The Land and Soil Capability Mapping for NSW igg:#gfr;t condition in Photo B12-1in
within 3 months following completion of (OEH, 2017) identifies the development site as '
any construction or upgrading; being Class 4 (moderate agricultural capability).

(b) properly maintaining the ground cover with
appropriate perennial species and weed No Biophysical Strategic Agricultural Land
management; and (BSAL) present within the footprint.

(c) maintaining grazing within the
development footprint, where practicable, Observed that early construction activities had

commenced including:
unless the Planning Secretary agrees otherwise.
e Site preparation works associated with the
Battery Energy Storage System (BESS).
e Excavation works for the construction of
the bioretention basin and landscape
mound.
e Road upgrade works near the site access
point off Calala Lane.
BIODIVERSITY
B13. Vegetation Clearance Observations during site walk confirmed the Visual — see Compliance
following:
The Applicant must not clear any native Photo B13-1
vegetation or fauna habitat located outside the e Trees cleared inside the boundary were Photo B13-2
approved disturbance areas described in the turned into mulches and donated to local Photo B13-3
EIS. community through Scouts. Photo B13-4
e All clearing works were completed prior to
this audit targeting specific in Appendix F.

e No additional clearing had been
undertaken during this audit period.

e Observed a habitat tree beside the
entrance to the temporary car parking lot
protected with flagging warning drivers.

Biodiversity Management Baseline
Data Report, AEP, Rev 01, 19 August
2025.
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Findings & Recommendation

Evidence Collected

Compliance Status

o Earlier, ecologists had undertaken pre-
clearance fauna habitat assessment and
weed survey of the Site. No hollow-bearing
habitat trees, stick nests, understorey
shrubs, coarse woody debris or rock
outcrops had been sighted during habitat
assessment completed by AEP.

e  Project induction informs all employees,
subcontractors and visitors not to drive off
cleared tracks, disturb any flora and fauna,
including sensitive or protection vegetation
areas. Threatened flora known to be
present on site includes (a) Blue Grass, (b)
Finger Panic Grass, (c) Belson’s Panic.
Commonly present Weeds detected are
Hawks Weed, Austral Toadflax, and St
John’s Wort Weed.

e The Biodiversity Management Plan (BMP)
showing the BMP area printed on a large
signboard was found attached to site office
shed for display to all project personnel.

e Biosecurity Management Plan entailing
General Hygiene Protocols described in
the induction slides.

Fauna Habitat Assessment and Weed
Survey, AEP, 11 June 2025. See Photo
B13-5in Appendix F.

Map showing the BMP area displayed
on a signboard. See Photo B13-6 in
Appendix F.

Environmental sign for vehicle entering
site. See Photo B13-7 in Appendix F.

B14.

Biodiversity Offsets

Prior to carrying out any development that could
directly or indirectly impact the biodiversity values
requiring offset, the Applicant must retire
biodiversity credits as specified in Table 1 below,
unless the Planning Secretary agrees otherwise.

The retirement of these credits must be carried
out in accordance with the NSW Biodiversity
Offsets Scheme and can be achieved by:

The impact on native vegetation resulted in the
generation of 35 ecosystem credits under the
Biodiversity Conservation Act. In compliance with
Condition B14, Equis Energy retired the required
number of ecosystem credits in line with the NSW
Biodiversity Offset Scheme.

Obligation to retire biodiversity credits as
specified in Table 1 of the SSD consent fulfilled
by payment (reference number BCF808) made
on 14 May 2025 to the NSW Biodiversity

Certificate of payments and receipts.
See Photo B14-1 in Appendix F.

Compliance
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Prior to carrying out any development that could
directly or indirectly impact biodiversity values,
the Applicant must prepare a Biodiversity

Management Plan for the project in consultation

prepared by Biosis (commissioned by Equis
Energy) which addresses the requirements of
this condition, as indicated in Table 1 of the
Plan.

BMP - see Photo B16-1 in Appendix F.

Vegetation management zones — See
Photo B16-2 in Appendix F.

CoA. Condition of Consent Findings & Recommendation Evidence Collected Compliance Status
Conservation Trust. The Audit confirmed that
(a) acquiring or retiring ‘biodiversity credits’ within | payment was made to the Biodiversity
the meaning of the Biodiversity Conservation Act | Conservation Fund in accordance with section
2016; 6.30(1) of the BC Act.
(b) making payments into an offset fund that has
been developed by the NSW Government; and/or
(c) funding a biodiversity conservation action that
benefits the entity impacted and is listed in the
ancillary rules of the biodiversity offset scheme.
Table 1: Ecosystem Credit Requirements
Vegetation Community PCTID [Credits
|Requir,
River Oak - Rough-barked Apple - red gum - box riparian tallwoodland  |PCT 84_DNG 2
(wetland) of the Brigalow Belt South Bioregion and Nandewar
Bioregion
Blakely's Red Gum - Yellow Box grassy tall woodland on flats and hills  |PCT 599_DNG 32
in the Brigalow Belt South Bioregion and Nandewar Bioregion (DNG)
Blakely's Red Gum - Yellow Box grassy tall woodland on flats and hills  |PCT 599_Woodland 1
in the Brigalow Belt South Bioregion and Nandewar Bioregion
(Woodland)
B15. Biodiversity Offsets The Biodiversity Conservation Trust NSW Govt. | Certificate of payments and receipts. Compliance
Statement confirmed payment into the | See Photo B14-1 in Appendix F.
Prior to carrying out any development that could | Biodiversity Conservation Fund for an offset
directly or indirectly impact the biodiversity values | obligation, in accordance with this condition. | System generated confirmation email —
requiring offset, the Applicant must provide | However, it could not be ascertained from the | See Photo B15-1 in Appendix F.
evidence to the Planning Secretary that | audit that the evidence supporting retirement of
biodiversity credits have been retired. ecosystem credits had been provided to the
Planning Secretary.
B16. Biodiversity Management Plan A Biodiversity Management Plan has been Planning Secretary’s approval of the Compliance
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Findings & Recommendation

Evidence Collected

Compliance Status

with BCS, and to the satisfaction of the Planning
Secretary. This plan must:

(a) be prepared in accordance with the
Biodiversity Development Assessment Report
(dated 8 May 2024);

(b) include a description of the measures and
timeframes that would be implemented for:

(i) protecting vegetation and fauna habitat
outside the approved disturbance areas;

(i) minimising clearing and avoiding
unnecessary disturbance of vegetation
that is associated with the construction
and operation of the development;

(iii) minimising the impacts to fauna on site
and implementing fauna management
protocols;

(iv) rehabilitating and revegetating temporary
disturbance areas with native species
that are appropriate to the sites ecology
and conditions;

(v) maximising the salvage of vegetative
and soil resources within the approved
disturbance area for beneficial reuse in
the enhancement or the rehabilitation of
the site; and

(vi) controlling weeds, feral pests and
pathogens;

(c) include a program to monitor and report on
the effectiveness of mitigation measures;

(d) include an incidental threatened species
finds protocol to identify the avoid and/or
minimise and/or offset options to be

The Biodiversity Management Plan was
approved by DPHI, as confirmed during the audit
period. The IEA Auditors sighted the approval
letter dated 10 June 2025.

The audit noted aspects of Plan implementation,
including:

e use of signages differentiating the various
vegetation management zones (VMZs)
present across the site.

e  Segregation of topsoil in form of stockpiles,
and installation of identification signs.

e Mandatory induction training for all workers
prior to commencing work onsite.

e Regular site inspections conducted by the
Primary Contractor CPP.

e Pre-clearing assessment of fauna habitat
and weed survey.

(b)(i) Section 7.4, Section 7.5 and Section 8.10f
the BMP.

(b)(ii) Section 7 of BMP.
(b)(iii) Section 7 of BMP.

(b)(iv) Section 8, Appendix B and Appendix C of
BMP.

(b)(v) Section 7 and 8 of BMP.

(b)(vi) Section 6.4, Section 8.2.4, and Appendix A
of BMP.

Environmental Sensitive Area Sign —
See Photo B16-3 in Appendix F.

Topsoil stockpile — See Photo B16-4 in
Appendix F.

Fauna Habitat Assessment and Weed
Survey, AEP, 11 June 2025. See Photo
B13-5 in Appendix F.
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implemented if additional threatened species are
discovered on site; and

(e) include details of who would be responsible
for monitoring, reviewing and implementing the
plan.

Following the Planning Secretary’s approval, the
Applicant must implement the Biodiversity
Management Plan.

(c) Section 9 — Table 19 of BMP
(d) Section 6.2.3 of BMP.
(e) Section 7.1 and Section 9 of BMP.

AMENITY
B17. Construction, Upgrading and Construction activities occur during the standard | Nil.
Decommissioning Hours hours.
Unless the Planning Secretary agrees otherwise, | No works have occurred outside of the approved
the Applicant may only undertake road hours.
upgrades, construction, commissioning,
demolition, upgrading or decommissioning CPP personnel may be considering out of hours
activities on site between: work in the future.
(a) 7am to 6pm Monday to Friday;
(b) 8am to 1pm Saturdays; and
(c) at no time on Sundays and NSW public
holidays.
B18. Exceptions to Construction Hours Noted Nil.

The following activities may be carried outside
the hours specified in condition B17 above:

(a) commissioning activities that are inaudible
at non-associated residences;

(b) the delivery or dispatch of materials as
requested by the NSW Police Force or
other public authorities for safety reasons;
and
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(c) emergency work to avoid the loss of life,
property or prevent material harm to the
environment.

B19

Variation of Construction Hours

The hours of construction activities specified in
condition B17 of this approval may be varied
with the prior written approval of the Planning
Secretary. Any request to alter the hours of
construction must be:

(a) considered on a case-by-case or activity-
specific basis;

(b) accompanied by details of the nature and
justification for activities to be conducted
during the varied construction hours;

(c) accompanied by written evidence that
appropriate consultation with potentially
affected sensitive receivers and
notification of Councils (and other relevant
agencies) has been or will be undertaken;

(d) accompanied by evidence that all feasible
and reasonable noise mitigation measures
have been put in place; and

(e) accompanied by a noise impact
assessment consistent with the
requirements of the Interim Construction
Noise Guideline (DECC, 2009), or latest
version.

No variation to the approved construction hours
has occurred to date.

Nil.

B20.

Noise

The Applicant must:
(a) minimise the noise generated by any
construction, upgrading or
decommissioning activities on site in

CPP advise they plan to conduct construction
noise monitoring to demonstrate predicted noise
levels. No complaints received to date.

Toolboxes, awareness cover the aspects of
noise

Records of toolbox talks — See Photo
B20-1 in Appendix F.

Page | 63



Calala BESS Independent Environmental Audit (2025)

SCHEDULE 2, PART B—- ENVIRONMENTAL CONDITIONS - GENERAL

accordance with best practice

requirements outlined in the Interim RBL is about 30 dBA, which is a revised reading.
Construction Noise Guideline (DECC, The limit is 35 dBA for receiver R1 400 metres
2009) or its latest version; and away from site.

(b) take all reasonable and feasible steps to
minimise operational noise and ensure
that the noise generated by the operation
of the development does not exceed the
noise limits in Table 2 below to be
determined in accordance with the
procedures in the NSW Noise Policy for
Industry (EPA, 2017) at any non-
associated residences unless the Planning
Secretary agrees otherwise.

Tabie 2 Operational Noise Limit Requirements
Noise Limits in dB(A)
Location Day Evening Night Nig
Lhea (15min) Leea (15mn) Lteq (15min) Lar
non-associated residence 40! 35! 35! 5
ﬁ non-associated residence 45 362 362 5]
Notes:

1. o be measured up to, and including, noise enhancing meteorological conditions (as described in Table D1
and typical operating temperatures that are not expected to be exceeded for more than 10% of any season.

2. to be measured up fo, and including, noise enhancing meteorological conditions (as described in Table D1
and all operating temperatures.

B21. Noise Not applicable as the BESS is undergoing Stage | Nil
1 development and has not progressed to
Unless the Planning Secretary agrees otherwise, | Operation yet.

within 3 months of the commencement of
operation, the Applicant must prepare and
submit a Noise Monitoring Report for the
development to the satisfaction of the Planning
Secretary. The Noise Monitoring Report must:

(a) be prepared by a suitably qualified,
experienced and independent acoustic
consultant;

(b) demonstrate that noise monitoring:
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(i) has been carried out in accordance
with the procedures in the Noise Policy
for Industry (EPA, 2017); and

(ii) includes monitoring during the day,
evening and night periods during
operational, temperature and
meteorological conditions that would
represent typical worst-case scenarios
where reasonable and feasible; and

(c) include:

(i) 1/3 octave data and calculated sound
power levels along with a discussion of
any excessive annoying characteristics
and directionality;

(i) an analysis of compliance with the noise
limits specified in condition B20;

(iii) an outline of implemented at-source and
transmission pathway mitigation measures
and their effectiveness at reducing
operational noise; and

(iv) a description of contingency measures in
the event implemented mitigation
measures are not effective at reducing
noise levels to comply with limits specified
in condition B20 at all times.

The Applicant must undertake further noise
monitoring of the development if required by the
Planning Secretary.

B22. Dust Dust suppression measures observed on site. See Photo B22-1 in Appendix F.
Water carts available for use when needed.
The Applicant must minimise the dust generated
by the development.
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B23 Visual (a) No glare or relective material observed on | See Photos B23-1 in Appendix F.
site.
The Applicant must: (b) N/A
(c) (c) All mandatory signage and instructions
(a) minimise the off-site visual impacts of the were specific to the project and designed
development, including the potential for to minimize off-site visual impact. No
any glare or reflection; adversiting signage observed
(b) ensure the visual appearance of all
ancillary infrastructure (including paint
colours) blends in as far as possible with
the surrounding landscape; and
(c) not mount any advertising signs or logos
on site, except where this is required for
identification or safety purposes.
B24 Lighting The requirement to minimise off-site lighting | Not applicable
impacts and ensure compliance with external
The Applicant must: lighting standards is noted. However, this
condition is deemed Not Applicable at this stage
(a) minimise the off-site lighting impacts of the | of the development, as the project is currently in
development; and the early stages of construction and no external
(b) ensure that any external lighting lighting has been installed or commissioned.
associated with the development:
(i) isinstalled as low intensity lighting
(except where required for safety or
emergency purposes);
(ii) does not shine above the horizontal; and
(iii) complies with Australian/New Zealand
Standard AS/NZS 4282:2019 — Control
of Obtrusive Effects of Outdoor Lighting,
or its latest version.
HERITAGE
B25 Protection of Heritage Items No unexpected finds encountered Not applicable.

The Applicant must ensure the development
does not cause any direct or indirect impacts on
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CoA. Condition of Consent Findings & Recommendation Evidence Collected Compliance Status
Aboriginal heritage items located outside the
approved development footprint.
B26. Chance Finds Protocol — Aboriginal Heritage | The audit confirms that the Department approved | Page 25 approved Environmental Compliance
the Environmental Management Strategy (EMS) | Management Strategy (Rev 2) dated 12
Prior to the commencement of construction, the on 13 June 2025, which included provisions for | June 2025. See Photo B26-1 in
Applicant must prepare a Chance Finds Protocol | management and mitigation, as well as a flow | Appendix F.
for the development in consultation with chart outlining the Chance Finds Protocol.
Aboriginal Stakeholders and reviewed by Consultation with the Department and
Heritage NSW. Following approval, the Applicant agreement recorded in Stakeholder
must implement the Chance Finds Protocol. Engagement Register maintained by
Equis Energy. See Photo B26-2 in
Appendix F.
Agency consultation in EMS. See Photo
B26-3 in Appendix F.
SOIL AND WATER
B27. Water Supply The development is currently at an early stage of | Erosion and Sediment Control Plan Compliance

The Applicant must ensure that it has sufficient
water for all stages of the development, and if
necessary, adjust the scale of the development
to match its available water supply.

Note: Under the Water Act 1912 and/or the
Water Management Act 2000, the Applicant is
required to obtain the necessary water licences
for the development.

construction, yet to progress to Stage 1(c) when
BESS construction will begin.

Harvestable water rights for the site are
calculated to be 64 ML

Bioretention basin construction in progress as
observed on the day of audit. Upon reaching its
operational stage, the basin is designed to
achieve a total storage capacity of 3,400 cubic
metres (equivalent to 3.4 megalitres).

Water is primarily sourced from the town water
supply. The project is expected to require up to
22.1 megalitres (ML) of non-potable water and
0.26 ML of potable water during construction.

covering the portion of the site being
prepared for the BESS, car park,
laydown area and sediment /
bioretention basin. See Photo B27-1 in
Appendix F.
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B28. Water Pollution Haybales stacked. See Photo B28-1 in
The culvert crossing at Calala Creek has been | Appendix F.
The Applicant must ensure that the development | installed. Observed sediment fences, check
does not cause any water pollution, as defined dams and clean water diversions located in | Erosion and Sediment Control Plan —
under Section 120 of the POEO Act. accordance with the erosion and sediment control | Culvert crossing. See Photo B28-2 in
plan in the development footprint. Erosion and | Appendix F.
Sediment Control Plan (ErSed) progressively
updated by CPP. A Certified Practitioner was | Culvert crossing Calala Creek. See
engaged for preparing the Plan. Photo B28-3 in Appendix F.
Rock-lined perimeter drain. See Photos
B28-4 in Appendix F.
Sediment fencing installed. See Photo
B28-5in Appendix F.
B29. Operating Conditions The operating conditions would involve | Nil.

The Applicant must:

(a) minimise any soil erosion and control
sediment generation;

(b) ensure any battery storage and ancillary
infrastructure and any other land
disturbance associated with the
construction, upgrading or decommissioning
of the development has appropriate
drainage and erosion and sediment controls
designed, installed and maintained in
accordance with Managing Urban
Stormwater: Soils and Construction
(Landcom, 2004) and the Managing Urban
Stormwater: Soils and construction —
Volume 2A manual (Landcom, 2008), or
their latest versions;

implementing the updated version of the ErSed
plan. Noted that the current erosion and
sediment control plan is progressively updated in
response to the construction works being
undertaken as part of Stage 1 (construction) only.
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(c) ensure the battery storage and ancillary
infrastructure are designed, constructed and
maintained to reduce impacts on surface
water, localised flooding and groundwater at
the site;

(d) ensure the battery storage and ancillary
infrastructure do not cause any increased
water being diverted off the site or alter
hydrology off site;

(e) ensure the battery storage and ancillary
infrastructure are designed, constructed and
maintained to avoid causing any erosion on
site;

(f) ensure all works within waterfront land is
undertaken in accordance with Guidelines
for Controlled Activities on Waterfront Land
(DPE, 2022), unless the Planning Secretary
agrees otherwise; and

(g9) incorporate a staged throttle outlet above
the permanent water level on the
stormwater basin to provide a detention and
retention function, to allow contaminants to
be intercepted and removed from the basin
in the event of fire damage to the battery
cells.

HAZARDS

B30.

Fire Safety Hazard

Prior to commencing construction of the battery
storage, the Applicant must prepare a Fire
Safety Study for the development, to the
satisfaction of the FRNSW and the Planning
Secretary in writing. The study must:

Equis Energy has prepared a Fire Safety
Study (FSS) in consultation with Fire &
Rescue NSW (FRNSW).

The FSS has been informally approved
following review by FRNSW, however has
not been officially approved by the Planning
Secretary.

During the initial meeting with FRNSW, it
was discussed and agreed that evaluating

Fire Safety Study, Calala BESS,
prepared by CJK Fire & Safety Pty Ltd
for Equis Australia Management Pty
Ltd, Document Number: 2023-227.1-
V1.1, Rev E, 9 April 2025. See Photo
B30-1 in Appendix F.

Letter from the Department: See Photo
B30-1 in Appendix F.
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CoA. Condition of Consent Findings & Recommendation Evidence Collected Compliance Status
(a) be consistent with the Department’s the scenario of an entire BESS unit or
Hazardous Industry Planning Advisory container being involved in a fire was | Consultation Register — Calala BESS
Paper No. 2 ‘Fire Safety Study’ guideline; essential. SSD, updated in August 2025.
(b) describe the final design of the battery e According to the Department’s letter dated
storage; 10 June 2025, the FSS must be approved
(c) include reasonable worst-case bush fire by the Planning Secretary, including written
scenario to and from the battery storage confirmation from FRNSW that it meets the
and the associated bush fire requirements, prior to Stage 1c and the
management; and delivery, storage or installation of any
(d) identify measures to eliminate the batteries on site.
expansion of any fire incident including: e A consultation was held with the
(i) adequate fire safety systems and Department on 5 August 2025, where it was
appropriate water supply; noted that FRNSW had released open yard
(ii) separation and / or battery storage guidelines.
compartmentalisation of battery o Equis is currently conducting FSS testing in
units; and collaboration with FRNSW, and completion
(iii) strategies and incident control is planned for December 2025.
measures specific to the battery
storage design.
Following approval by the Planning Secretary,
the Applicant must implement the measures
described in the Fire Safety Study.
Note: ‘to the satisfaction of FRNSW’ above
means confirmation in writing from FRNSW that
the study meets the requirements of FRNSW as
required by the Department’s Hazardous
Industry Planning Advisory Paper No. 2 ‘Fire
Safety Study’ guideline.
B31 Storage and Handling of Dangerous Goods Sighted chemical storage cabinets, oil SDSs held electronically as well as Compliance

The Applicant must store and handle all
chemicals, fuels and oils used on-site in
accordance with:

separation, spill kits and drip trays.

hard copies.

Chemical substances used for
maintaining plant & equipment and
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(a) the requirements of all relevant Australian
Standards; and

(b) the NSW EPA’s Storing and Handling of
Liquids: Environmental Protection —
Participants Handbook if the chemicals are
liquids.

In the event of an inconsistency between the
requirements (a) and (b) above, the most
stringent requirement must prevail to the extent
of the inconsistency.

Tech Butyl Primer, Sikaflex PRO,
Mechanix Auto Protectant. See Photo
B31-1in Appendix F.

Storage cabinet, drip tray and spill kits:

See Photo B31-2 in Appendix F.

B32.

Operating Conditions
The Applicant must:

(a) minimise the fire risks of the development,
including managing vegetation fuel loads
on-site;

(b) ensure that the development:

- complies with the relevant asset
protection requirements in the RFS’s
Planning for Bushfire Protection 2019
(or equivalent) and Standards for Asset
Protection Zones; and

- is suitably equipped to respond to any
fires on site, including provision of a
minimum 20,000 litre water supply tank
adjoining the internal property access
road within the required Asset
Protection Zone. The water supply tank
must be fitted with a 65 mm Storz fitting
and a FRNSW compatible suction
connection, with the water level of the

Noted.

Not applicable at this stage of
development.
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tank(s) maintained at an appropriate
level, at all times;

(c) ensure that the battery storage area and
ancillary infrastructure:

- includes a 10 metre defendable space
around the perimeter that permits
unobstructed vehicle access to assist
the RFS and emergency services as
much as practicable if there is a fire in
the vicinity of the site; and

- is managed as an asset protection zone
(including the defendable space);

(d) assist the RFS and emergency services as
much as practicable if there is a fire in the
vicinity of the site; and

(e) notify the relevant Local Emergency
Management Committee following construction
of the development, and prior to commencing
operations.

B33.

Emergency Plan

Prior to commencing commissioning of the
battery storage, the Applicant must develop and
implement a comprehensive Emergency Plan
(including an emergency responders induction
package) and detailed emergency procedures
for the development and provide a copy of the
plan to the local NSW RFS Fire Control Centre
and FRNSW. The plan must:

Noted, but not relevant for construction stage.

Not applicable until commissioning of
the BESS.

Muster point. See Photo B33-1 in
Appendix F.

Toolbox alert. See Photo B33-2 in
Appendix F.
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(a) be prepared in accordance with the
findings of the Fire Safety Study required
under Condition B30 of Schedule 2;

(b) be consistent with the Department’s
Hazardous Industry Planning Advisory
Paper No. 1, ‘Emergency Planning’ and
RFS’s Planning for Bushfire Protection
2019 (or equivalent);

(c) be consistent with the NSW RFS
document: A Guide to Developing a Bush
Fire Emergency Management and
Evacuation Plan

(d) include details on how the battery storage
and sub-systems can be safely isolated in
an emergency;

(e) identify the fire risks and hazards and
detailed measures for the development to
prevent fires igniting;

(f) include availability of fire suppression
equipment, access and water;

(g) detail access provisions for emergency
vehicles and contact details for both a
primary and alternative site contact who
may be reached 24/7 in the event of an
emergency;

(h) include bushfire emergency management
planning, including:

(i) details of the location, management
and maintenance of the Asset
Protection Zone;

(ii) a list of works that should not be
carried out during a total fire ban;

(iii) details of how RFS would be notified,
and procedures that would be
implemented, in the event that:
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e thereis a fire on-site or in the
vicinity of the site;

o there are any activities on site that
would have the potential to ignite
surrounding vegetation;

e orthere are any proposed activities
to be carried out during a bushfire
danger period; and

detail specific response measures in the
case of flood to ensure site safety;
describe the specific emergency exit
routes to be used in the case of flood and
include evidence of access agreements
with relevant landowners (e.g. right of
carriageway); and

include an Emergency Services
Information Package in accordance with
Emergency services information and
tactical fire plan (FRNSW, 2019), to the
satisfaction of FRNSW.

B34.

The Applicant must:

(@)

(b)

implement the Emergency Plan and the
Emergency Services Information Package
for the duration of the development; and
following commencement of
commissioning of the battery storage,
keep two copies of the Emergency
Services Information Package on-site in a
prominent position adjacent to the site
entry points at all times.

Various aspects including Emergency
preparedness, fire protection, spill management,
emergency drill are outlined in the Construction
Environmental Management Plan (CEMP)
prepared by CPP (Primary Contractor) and
implemented on site. Testing of emergency siren
conducted, which is also verified during weekly
site inspection.

CPP has prepared an Emergency Management
Plan for the project. The emergency plan

includes the following:

*  Up-to-date site location and layout

Construction Environmental
Management Plan (CEMP), Rev 2, 18
June 2025.

Emergency Management Plan, Calala
BESS, Rev 1, 06 June 2025.

Weekly Site Inspection Checklists
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(a) minimise the waste generated by the
development;

(b) classify all waste generated on site in
accordance with the EPA’s Waste
Classification Guidelines 2014 (or its latest
version);

(c) store and handle all waste on site in
accordance with its classification;

(d) not receive or dispose of any waste on
site; and

(e) remove all waste from the site as soon as
practicable, and ensure it is reused,
recycled or sent to an appropriately

material and concrete to the site. No soil
imported to site.

Waste concrete is taken to Tamworth Waste
facility for processing.

Steel scraps stored in separate skip are
collected from site and disposed of at Tamworth
Waste Management Facility located at 123A
Forest Road.

General waste transferred to Tamworth Waste
Management Facility.

dedicated bins for wood, steel, and
general refuse. See Photo B35-1 in
Appendix F.

Waste register: Photo B35-2 in
Appendix F.

General waste and Commercial &
Industrial waste dockets: See Photo
B35-3 in Appendix F.

Concrete waste invoice: Photo B35-4 in
Appendix F.

CoA. Condition of Consent Findings & Recommendation Evidence Collected Compliance Status
e  Emergency phone numbers (internal and
external)
¢ Hazardous materials on site, including
their location, quantity, types, method of
storage, handling, firefighting methods to
be used
e Specific arrangements and means for the
appropriate response to all emergencies
* Roles and responsibilities of emergency
personnel (e.g. wardens, communication
officers, first aiders etc.)
* Naotification and communication protocols
for all affected persons and stakeholders
Observed muster point located near the site
entry gate. On 3 July 2025, CPP conducted an
emergency response drill attended by 22 project
staff including employees and sub-contractor
personnel.
Waste
B35. The Applicant must: The audit found CPP had imported quarry Waste segregation system with Compliance

Page | 75




Calala BESS Independent Environmental Audit (2025)

SCHEDULE 2, PART B- ENVIRONMENTAL CONDITIONS - GENERAL

CoA. Condition of Consent Findings & Recommendation Evidence Collected Compliance Status
licensed waste facility for disposal (in Liquid waste transferred to Tamworth Regional Liquid waste agreement: Photo B35-5
consultation with Council for use of Council | Council Westdale Wastewater treatment plant. in Appendix F.
waste facilities and any other relevant Invoice generated by the transporter (Tamworth
licensed facilities likely to receive the Septic & Liquid Waste). Apparently, the waste Invoice dated 11 July 2025: See Photo
waste). facility does not issued dockets to the customer. | B35-6 in Appendix F.
Accommodation and Employment Strategy
B36. Prior to commencing construction, the Applicant | An Accommodation and Employment Strategy Cover page and document history of Compliance

must prepare an Accommodation and
Employment Strategy for the development. This
strategy must:

(a) be prepared in consultation with Council
and informed by consultation with local
accommodation and employment service
providers;

(b) propose measures to ensure there is
sufficient accommodation for the
workforce associated with the
development;

(c) consider the cumulative impacts
associated with other State significant
development projects in the area;

(d) investigate options for prioritising the
employment of local workers and use of
local businesses during the construction
and operation of the development, where
feasible;

(e) give consideration to strategies that leave
a positive community legacy and
maximise local economic contribution; and

(f) include a program to monitor and review
the effectiveness of the strategy over the

(AES) has been prepared for the BESS.

Reviewed a letter of acknowledgment from the
Department indicating acceptance of the AES,
while noting that the Department does not have
the authority to formally approve the plan.

(a) Section 5 of the AES outlines the
consultation activities conducted during the
development of the plan (AES).

(b) Section 7 of AES. CPP and Equis Energy
worked collaboratively conducting a desktop
assessment of short-term accommodation
options in Tamworth and surrounding areas
within a 100 km radius of the project site, prior to
the commencement of construction. Further
analysis was undertaken in accordance with the
NSW EA, focusing on accommodation options
within a 50 km radius of the project site.

(c) Section 3. CPP takes into consideration that
multiple projects identified as stage significant
developments have cumulative impact on the
short-term accommodations. Based on the AES,

the AES. See Photo B36-1 in Appendix
F.

Letter dated 15/05/2025 from the DPHE
to Equis Australia. See Photo B36-2 in
Appendix F.

Supply Nation - Indigenous Suppliers
and Subcontractors (Desktop
Assessment). See Photo B36-3 in
Appendix F.
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CoA. Condition of Consent Findings & Recommendation Evidence Collected Compliance Status
life of the development, including regular the availability of short-term accommodation for
monitoring and review during construction, | Calala BESS workers is influenced by presence
upgrading and decommissioning. of nine other projects in the greater surrounding

area. The projects fall into two categories: (i)

The Applicant must provide a copy of the ongoing construction projects and (ii) approved

Accommodation and Employment Strategy to projects with construction timelines yet to be

the Planning Secretary prior to commencement confirmed.

of construction and implement the plan

throughout construction. (d) Sections 6.2 and 6.4. Equis Energy and CPP
have identified a range of goods and services
provider involving electrical services, civil and
instruction construction, transportation and
logistics, project management, and equipment
hire. For instance, MOSS environmental — based
in Tamworth and Coates Tamworth.
(e) Sections 6.6 and 7.5 Equis strategy to
provide a legacy to the local community includes
creation of a local and indigenous business
supply register and engagement with a local
employment agency to buy and employ locally.
(f) Section 8. CPP performs a review of the
significant projects every two months to track
any major updates or changes that could impact
accommodation planning or workforce
coordination, ensuring ongoing alignment with
AES commitments.

Decommissioning and Rehabilitation

B37. Within 18 months of the cessation of operations, | Not applicable. Construction being undertaken Not applicable. Not triggered

unless the Planning Secretary agrees otherwise, | as part of Stage 1 works approved for the
the Applicant must rehabilitate the site to the development.

satisfaction of the Planning Secretary. This

rehabilitation must comply with the objectives in

Table 3.
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Findings & Recommendation Evidence Collected

Condition of Consent

Table 3: Rehabilitation Objectives

site +  Safe, stable and non-polluting.

Battery Storage | « Al infrastructure, including above and below ground to be decommissioned and
and ancillary removed, unless the Planning Secretary agrees otherwise, with the exception of
infrastructure assets held by the Network Service Provider.

Land use + Restore land capability to pre-existing productive capacity
Community « Ensure public safety at all times.

Page | 78



Calala BESS Independent Environmental Audit (2025)

SCHEDULE 2, PART B- ENVIRONMENTAL CONDITIONS - GENERAL

CoA. | Condition of Consent Findings & Recommendation Evidence Collected Compliance Status
Environmental Management
Cc1 Environmental Management Strategy Equis Energy had prepared an Environmental | Approval letter for the EMS. See Photo Compliance

C1. Prior to commencing construction, the Applicant
must prepare an Environmental Management
Strategy for the development to the satisfaction of
the Planning Secretary. This strategy must:
(a) provide the strategic framework for
environmental management of the
development;

(b)

identify the statutory approvals that apply to the

development;

(c) describe the role, responsibility, authority and
accountability of all key personnel involved in
the environmental management of the
development;

(d)

set out the procedures that would be

implemented to:

(i)

(if)
(iii)
(iv)
(v)

(e) include:

keep the local community and relevant
agencies informed about the operation
and environmental performance of the
development;

receive, handle, respond to, and record
complaints;

resolve any disputes that may arise;
respond to any non-compliance;
respond to emergencies; and

(i) references to any strategies, plans and
programs approved under the conditions of this
consent; and

Management Strategy that the Department
approved on 13 June 2025.

(@) The Primary Contractor has developed
and implemented its organizational project
specific Construction and Environmental
Management Plan (CEMP) in accordance
with the requirements of the development
approvals and relevant Client and CPP
guidelines and procedures.

(b) Section 3 of the EMS
(c) Section 5.1
(d) Sections 5.3 and 5.4

(e) Section 15 Fire Safety Study (pending
Planning Secretary’s approval prior to Stage
1c and the delivery, storage or installation of
any batteries on site). Details of monitoring
with regard to management and mitigation of
Traffic and Biodiversity impacts are described
in individual management plans approved by
the Department.

C1-1in Appendix F.

Environmental Management Strategy
(Rev 2), 12 June 2025.

Construction Environmental Management
Plan, CPP, Rev 2, 18 June 2025.

(i) a clear plan depicting all the monitoring to be
carried out in relation to the development,
including a table summarising all the monitoring
and reporting obligations under the conditions
of this consent.
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CoA. | Condition of Consent Findings & Recommendation Evidence Collected Compliance Status
Following the Planning Secretary’s approval, the
Applicant must implement the Environmental
Management Strategy.
Revision of Strategies, Plans and Programs
Cc2 The Applicant must: The Planning Secretary has not required any | Environmental Management Strategy, Compliance
(a) update the strategies, plans or programs updates to the strategies, plans or programs. | Calala Battery Energy Storage System,
required under this consent to the satisfaction Rev 2 dated 12 June 2025.
of the Planning Secretary prior to carrying out No incidents or modifications to the consent
any upgrading or decommissioning activities on | conditions have occurred to trigger any | Traffic Management Plan, Calala Battery
site; and updates to strategies, plans or programs. Energy Storage System, Version B dated
(b) review and, if necessary, revise the strategies, 12 June 2025.
plans or programs required under this consent
to the satisfaction of the Planning Secretary Biodiversity Management Plan, Calala
within 1 month of the: Battery Energy Storage System,
(i) submission of an incident report under prepared by Biosis, Final Version 05, 05
condition C10 of Schedule 2; June 2025
(ii) submission of an audit report under
condition C14 of Schedule 2; or Accommodation and Employment
(iii) any modification to the conditions of this Strategy, Calala Battery Energy Storage
consent. System, Version 3 dated 09 May 2025.
Fire Safety Study, Calala Battery Energy
Storage System, Rev E dated 09 April
2025. (Pending approval of the
Department).
Staging, Combining and Updating Strategies, Plans or Programs
C3 With the approval of the Planning Secretary, the Planning Secretary agreed to the request | Letter from Planning Secretary dated 4 Compliance

development may be staged, and the Applicant may:
(a) prepare and submit any strategy, plan or
program required by this consent on a staged
basis (if a clear description is provided as to the
specific stage and scope of the development to
which the strategy, plan or program applies, the

made by Equis (Australia) to stage the

development

March 2025 and 10 June 2025
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Condition of Consent

Findings & Recommendation

Evidence Collected

relationship of the stage to any future stages
and the trigger for updating the strategy, plan
or program);

(b) combine any strategy, plan or program required
by this consent (if a clear relationship is
demonstrated between the strategies, plans or
programs that are proposed to be combined);
and

(c) update any strategy, plan or program required
by this consent (to ensure the strategies, plans
and programs required under this consent are
updated on a regular basis and incorporate
additional measures or amendments to
improve the environmental performance of the
development).

Compliance Status

C4

If the Planning Secretary agrees, a strategy, plan or
program may be staged or updated without
consultation being undertaken with all parties
required to be consulted in the relevant condition in
this consent.

Noted.

Not applicable

C5

If approved by the Planning Secretary, updated
strategies, plans or programs supersede the
previous versions of them and must be implemented
in accordance with the condition that requires the
strategy, plan or program.

Noted.

Not applicable

Cé6.

If the Planning Secretary agrees, a strategy, plan or
program may be staged without addressing particular
requirements of the relevant condition of this consent
if those requirements are not applicable to the
particular stage.

Noted.

Not applicable

NOTIFICATIONS

C7.

Notification of Department

On 10 June 2025, the Planning Secretary
approved a request to commence site
establishment works, which included the

Letter from the Planning Secretary
approving site establishment works and
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SCHEDULE 2, PART B- ENVIRONMENTAL CONDITIONS - GENERAL ‘

CoA.

Condition of Consent

Findings & Recommendation

Evidence Collected

Compliance Status

Prior to commencing the construction, operations,
upgrading or decommissioning of the development or
the cessation of operations, the Applicant must notify
the Department in writing via the Major Projects
website

portal of the date of commencement, or cessation, of
the relevant phase.

If any of these phases of the development are to be
staged, then the Applicant must notify the Department
in writing prior to commencing the relevant stage and
clearly identify the development that would be carried
out during the relevant stage.

construction of temporary facilities and site
access works.

Equis Energy notified the Department on 17
June 2025 of the commencement of
construction. This notice is yet to be uploaded
onto the major projects portal website.

site access. See Photo C7-1 in Appendix
F.

Notification sent to the Department by
Equis Energy. See Photo C7-2in
Appendix F.

Cs.

Final Layout Plan

Prior to commencing construction, the Applicant
must submit detailed plans of the final layout of the
development to the Department via the Major
Projects website and to Council, showing
comparison to the approved layout and including
details on the siting of battery storage and ancillary
infrastructure.

The Applicant must ensure that the development is
constructed in accordance with the Final Layout
Plans.

The amended final layout plan was submitted
by Equis to the Department via the Planning
Portal on 18 June 2025, with no further
comments received thereafter.

Final layout plan available on Calala
BESS project website. See Photo C8-1 in
Appendix F.

Compliance

Co.

Works as Executed Plans

Prior to commencing operations or following the
upgrades of any battery storage components or
ancillary infrastructure, the Applicant must submit
work as executed plans of the development showing
comparison to the final layout plans to the
Department via the Major Projects website and also
to Council.

Noted.

Not applicable for the ongoing stage of
the development.

Not triggered
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SCHEDULE 2, PART B—- ENVIRONMENTAL CONDITIONS - GENERAL

CoA. | Condition of Consent Findings & Recommendation Evidence Collected Compliance Status
C10. | Incident Notification No incident to date since commencement of | Not applicable.
construction

The Department must be notified in writing via the
Major Projects website immediately after the
Applicant becomes aware of an incident. The
notification must identify the development (including
the development

application number and the name of the
development if it has one) and set out the location
and nature of the incident. Subsequent notification
requirements must be given, and reports submitted
in accordance with the requirements set out in
Appendix 6.

C11. | Non-Compliance Notification No non-compliance has occurred since
commencement of construction.

The Planning Secretary must be notified in writing via
the Major Projects website within seven days after
the Applicant becomes aware of any non-
compliance.

C12. | Non-Compliance Notification Noted. Not applicable.

A non-compliance notification must identify the
development and the application number for it, set
out the condition of consent that the development is
non-compliant with, the way in which it does not
comply and the reasons for the non-compliance (if
known) and what actions have been, or will be,
undertaken to address the non-compliance.

C13. | Non-Compliance Notification Noted. Not applicable.

A non-compliance which has been notified as an
incident does not need to also be notified as a non-
compliance.
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SCHEDULE 2, PART B- ENVIRONMENTAL CONDITIONS - GENERAL

CoA. | Condition of Consent Findings & Recommendation Evidence Collected Compliance Status
INDEPENDENT ENVIRONMENTAL AUDIT
C14. | Independent Audits of the development must be This initial audit was undertaken in September | This initial independent environmental Compliance
conducted and carried out at the frequency and in 2025 (within 3 months of commencing | audit conducted by Urban Perspectives
accordance with the Independent Audit Post construction) meeting the requirement of this | on 09 September 2025.
Approval Requirements (2020). condition.
C15. | In accordance with the specific requirements in the (a) this is the first or the initial independent | Letter of appointment endorsing Stuart Compliance
Independent Audit Post Approval Requirements audit report submitted to the Department by | Wilmot as Lead Auditor and Wassef
(2020), the Applicant must: Equis Energy (Australia). Hussain the Assistant Auditor for the
Calala BESS. See Appendix B —
(a) review and respond to each Independent Audit | (b) Not applicable at this stage; however, | Planning Secretary’s endorsement.
Report prepared under condition C14 of Equis (Australia) remains aware of the
Schedule 2 of this consent, or condition C16 of | requirement to submit an appropriate
Schedule 2 where notice is given by the response to the Planning Secretary.
Planning Secretary;
(b) submit the response to the Planning Secretary; | (c) Noted
and
(c) make each Independent Audit Report, and
response to it, publicly available within 60 days
of submission to the Planning Secretary. unless
otherwise agreed by the Planning Secretary.
C16. | Independent Audit Reports and the Applicant’s Noted. The IEA was conducted on 9 & 10 | This initial independent audit report has Compliance
response to audit findings must be submitted to the September and the final report was submitted | been submitted within the timeframe
Planning Secretary within 2 months of undertaking to the Department before 10 November. stipulated in this condition.
the independent audit site inspection as outlined in
the Independent Audit Post Approvals Requirements
(2020) unless otherwise agreed by the Planning
Secretary.
C17. | Notwithstanding the requirements of the Independent | Noted. Not applicable. Not triggered

Audit Post Approvals Requirements (2020), the
Planning Secretary may approve a request for
ongoing independent operational audits to be
ceased, where it has been demonstrated to the
Planning Secretary’s satisfaction that independent
operational audits have demonstrated operational
compliance.
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SCHEDULE 2, PART B- ENVIRONMENTAL CONDITIONS - GENERAL

CoA. | Condition of Consent Findings & Recommendation Evidence Collected Compliance Status
ACCESS TO INFORMATION
C18. | The Applicant must: (i) the EIS is available on DPE’s planning See section below this table and Photo Compliance

(a) make the following information publicly available
on its website as relevant to the stage of the
development:

(i) the EIS;

(if)
(iii)

(iv)

(v)

(vi)

(vii)
(viii)

(ix)

the final layout plans for the development;
current statutory approvals for the
development;

approved strategies, plans or programs
required under the conditions of this
consent (other than the Fire Safety Study
and Emergency Plan);

the proposed staging plans for the
development if the construction, operation
and/or decommissioning of the
development is to be staged;

a comprehensive summary of the
monitoring results of the development,
which have been reported in accordance
with the various plans and programs
approved under the conditions of this
consent;

how complaints about the development
can be made;

any independent environmental audit, and
the Applicant’s response to the
recommendations in any audit; and

any other matter required by the Planning
Secretary; and

(b) keep this information up to date.

portal accessible via the link provided in the
Equis’ Calala project webpage.

(i) the final layout plans are available on
Equis Energy’s website.

(iii) The current development consent is
available on the project page through a link.

(iv) Approved plans include Traffic, AES,
Unexpected Finds Protocol, BMP, and EMS.

(v) Not applicable.

(vi) Monitoring section created on the project
page.

(vii) Information on filing and submitting
complaint is provided on the Project page.

(viii) The project page features a section
where audit reports are uploaded and made
available to the public

(ix) Nil.

(b) noted

The above documents are available on Equis
website: https://www.equis.com.au/pin-
projects/calala

C18-1in Appendix F.
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APPENDIX A2: Commitments under Environmental Management Plans

Soil and Water (EMS)

Noise (EMS)

Air Quality (EMS)
Waste (EMS)

Heritage (EMS)
Visual (EMS)
Hazard & Bushfire (EMS)

Traffic (TMP)

Biodiversity (BMP)

Accommodation and Employment Strategy (A&ES)
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Soil and Water Management Controls
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Document/Plan Name Aspect Reference \
Environmental Management Strategy \ Soil and Water Management \ Section 6
Objective - Maintain receiving surface water and groundwater quality and quantity during the project.
Targets - Manage erosion associated with operational activities, in accordance with Managing Urban Stormwater Soil and Construction — Volume 2A
Installation of Services (Department of Environment and Climate Change (DECC) 2008) and Managing Urban Stormwater: Soils and Construction
(Landcom 2004).
- No pollution of soil or waterways.
No. Control Evidence Collected Findings Status
Swi1 Train all staff on soil and water control practices and the Project induction Sighted onboarding induction records. Compliance
requirements of the EMS through inductions, toolboxes, and The induction informs project staff and
targeted training. delivery partners of the risks
associated with undertaking works
(Pre-construction, Construction and Operation) around
SW2 Obtain a controlled activity approval (CAA) for the construction Copy of CAA not applicable. Not required because the project is Not triggered
of a culvert crossing over Calala Creek. classified as SSD. Verify the statutory
validity under the Environmental
Ref: Section 6.9.3 of the EIS. Planning and Assessment Act.
(Pre-construction)
SW3 Prepare an Erosion and Sediment Control Plan (ESCP) prior to Erosion and Sediment Control Plan An erosion and sediment control plan = Compliance
commencement of the works. was available on site and had been
progressive updated.
Ref: Condition B29(a) to (e) Operating conditions.
(Pre-construction)
Sw4 Implement soil and erosion management in accordance with the = Photos and discussion during site Appropriate erosion and sediment = Compliance
ESCP prior to works commencing and throughout construction. walk with CPP and Equis control devices placed as per ESCP
satisfying the management
Ref: Section 6.9.3 of the EIS and Condition B29(a) to (e) Photos, drawings and/or records of requirements.
Operating conditions. Condition B28 Water pollution. inspection
(Construction and operation)
SW5 Construct the culvert crossing over Calala Creek in accordance Work as executed design drawings The culvert construction, as part of the = Not triggered
with the CAA. Photos SSD, did not require obtaining CAA
approval. However, due to its proximity
Ref: Condition B29(f) Operating conditions Section 6.9.3 of the to waterfront land, the project was
EIS. assessed in accordance with CAA
(Construction) guidelines, including those related to
erosion control, sediment retention,
stormwater management, and riparian
protection
SW6 Inspect erosion and sediment control measures weekly and Environmental inspection checklists = Sighted weekly and after rainfall Compliance

following rainfall and maintain by removing accumulated
sediment.

completed by CPP.

inspections records. Observed early
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No.

Sw7

Sws

Sw9

SW10

SW11

Control

Ref: Section 6.9.3 of the EIS.
(Construction)

Use water carts on site to control dust generation, when dust is
observed to be leaving site, using level 2 watering (>2L/m?/h).

Ref: Section 6.9.3 of the EIS.
(Construction)

Provide temporary toilets during the construction phase. Engage
an appropriately qualified sub-contractor to maintain the
temporary toilets, including pump out and disposal to an
appropriately licensed facility.

Ref: Section 6.9.3 of the EIS.
(Construction)

Maintain sufficient water for all stages of the development by:
e Monitoring onsite water resources.
e Scale activities in response to water availability.
o Establish a legal offsite water source for periods when on
site water is not available.

Ref: Condition B27 Water supply.
(Construction and Operation)

Maintain water in the firefighting tanks in the event of a fire.

Ref: Section 6.9.3 of the EIS.

(Operation)

Install a staged throttle outlet above the permanent water level on
the stormwater basin to provide a detention and retention
function, to allow contaminants to be intercepted and removed
from the basin in the event of fire damage to the battery cells.

Ref: Condition B29(g) Operating conditions.
(Operation)

Evidence Collected
Erosion and Sediment Control Plan

Completed inspection checklist

Water carts — both in operation and
stand-by.

Invoices from sub-contractor

Interviews

Site inspection

Applicable when BESS becomes
operational

Applicable when BESS becomes
operational

Findings

works in progress for the construction
of the Bioretention Basin.

Observed the water carts on site during
site walk.

Observed site amenities including
toilets and handwash facilities, kept in
clean condition.

Adequate signage and access
provided for both staff and visitors
within the temporary office sheds.

Septic waste transported to Tamworth
waste facility for final processing and
disposal.

Water is sourced from Council supply.
Estimated quantity of water
consumption required during
construction is less than 23 megalitres
(ML).

Fire Safety Study, describing the
provision for firefighting is pending
approval of the Planning Secretary

This forms part of the operational stage
of the BESS.

Status

Compliance

Compliance

Compliance

Not triggered

Not triggered
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ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT STRATEGY

Noise Management Actions
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Document/Plan Name Aspect Reference
Environmental Management Strategy \ Noise Management \ Section 7
Objective - Minimise disturbance to local residents from construction and operational noise.
Targets - No justified complaints from adjacent residents in relation to noise generation.
- Meet the noise limits in Table 7.2, in accordance with NSW EPA Noise Policy for Industry (2017).
- No out of hours works.
No. Action Evidence Collected Findings Status
N1 Train all staff on noise control practices and the Induction and training records Review of induction records found all staff from = Compliance
requirements of the EMS through inductions, the Primary Contractor and sub-contractors
toolboxes, and targeted training. receive environmental induction during
onboarding.
(Pre-construction, Construction and Operation)
N2 Construct noise attenuation barrier, as shown on Site inspection and observation Not applicable at this stage. Observed Not triggered
Figure 1.2, from 200 mm Hebel or equivalent construction works under stages 1(a) and 1(b)
material and ensure that noise attenuation walls involving earthworks and site preparation for
have enough airborne sound insulation to reduce the BESS compound and associated car park and
sound transmitted directly through the barrier to less bioretention basin.
than 10 decibels (dB) below the sound diffracted at
the top of the barrier.
Ref: Section 6.6.3 of the EIS (Construction)
N3 Limit construction activities to standard construction Interview with project personnel Observed works occurring during standard Compliance
hours as specified in Section 2.4.2. construction hour. No complaints from the local
Heavy vehicle register (timing of community or road users arising from work
Ref: Section 6.6.3 of the EIS; Condition B17; and entry/exit) hours.
Condition B18 (a), (b) and (c) - (Construction)
N4 Obtain written approval from the Planning Secretary Not applicable. No requests for out of hour works have been Not triggered

prior to conducting out-of-hours work (OOHW).

Conduct a noise impact assessment consistent with
the requirements of the Interim Construction Noise
Guideline (DECC, 2009) to accompany the OOHW
approval.

Include in the OOHW request:

made to date.
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No.

NS

N6

N7

N8

Action

e  Details of the nature and justification for
activities to be conducted during the varied
construction hours.

e Written evidence that appropriate consultation
with potentially affected sensitive receivers and
notification of Councils (and other relevant
agencies) has been or will be undertaken.

e Evidence that all feasible and reasonable noise
mitigation measures have been put in place.

Ref: Section 6.6.3 of the EIS; Condition B19
Variation of Construction Hours  (Construction)

Turn off vehicles and machinery when not in use.

Ref: Condition B20(a) Noise (Construction)

Avoid dropping materials from height and metal to
metal contact on material, where possible.

Ref: Condition B20(a) Noise (Construction)

Operate and maintain equipment, machinery and
vehicles in accordance with manufacturer’s
specifications. Service equipment identified as being
excessively noisy. If problems still remain after
servicing, equipment will be fitted with noise
attenuation devices or removed from site.

Ref: Condition B20(a) Noise (Construction)

Noise generated by the operation of the
development will not exceed the noise limits in Table
7.2 below to be determined in accordance with the
procedures in the NSW Noise Policy for Industry
(EPA, 2017) at any non-associated residences
unless the Planning Secretary agrees otherwise.
Ref: B20(b) Noise (Operation)

Evidence Collected

Completed inspection checklist

Completed inspection checklist

Service records.

Completed pre-start inspection
checklists.

Nil.

Findings Status

Plant & machinery parked on site remained Compliance
switched off. Observed large semis delivering
demountable offices had engine turned off while

on-standby.

Material unloading took place at a considerable = Compliance
distance from the nearest sensitive receiver,

and the sound generated by the shaker was

deemed insignificant due to the separation

distance.

Sighted pre-start checklists completed by plant Compliance

operators.

Not applicable as BESS is undergoing Not triggered

construction stage.
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Table 7.2 Operational nolse limits
Location Noise limits in dB{A)
Day Evening Night Night
Ly 150mim) Lisey(15emin)
Any non-associated residence 40' 35" 35 52
Any non-associated residence 457 36° 36° 522

Notes:

1. To be measured up to, and including, noise enhancing meteorclogical conditions (as described in Table D1 of the NPfl) and typical
operating tamperatures that are not expacted to be exceesdad for more than 10% of any season.

2. To be measured up to, and including. noise enhancing meteorclogical conditions (as described in Table D1 of the MPfl) and all operating
temperaturas.,

Notes:
1. To be measured up to, and including, noise enhancing meteorological conditions (as described in Table D1 of the NPfl) and typical operating temperatures that are not

expected to be exceeded for more than 10% of any season.
2. To be measured up to, including, noise enhancing meteorological conditions (as described in Table D1 of the NPfl) and all operating temperatures.
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Air Quality Actions
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Document/Plan Name Aspect Reference
Environmental Management Strategy \ Air Quality \ Section 8
Objective Minimise air quality impacts from site activities.
Targets No visible offsite air quality impacts as a result of site operations.
9 No justifiable complaints related to air quality attributable to site operations.
No. Action Evidence Collected Findings Status
A1 Train all staff on dust control practices and the requirements of the EMS Induction and training records Air quality management measures = Compliance
through inductions, toolboxes, and targeted training. included in the project induction.
All project staff made aware of
(Pre-construction, and Operation) management and mitigation for
dust suppression.
A2 Minimise exposed areas. Stabilise or revegetate areas that have not been | Completed inspection checklist Early works, including excavation Compliance
actively used for a month. for the preparation of BESS. Mulch
available on site used for
Ref: Condition B22 Dust temporary stabilisation of
(Construction) disturbed areas as per ESCP
Plan.
A3 Use water carts on site to control dust generation, when dust is observed Site visit and observation Water cart on site. Compliance
to be leaving site, using level 2 watering (> 2 L/m?h).
Ref: Condition B22 Dust
(Construction)
A4 Operate and maintain equipment, machinery, and vehicles in accordance Service records completed; The Primary Contractor has a Compliance
with manufacturer's specifications. Pre-start inspection checklists system in place to ensure plant
and equipment are inspected and
Ref: Condition A10 records of maintenance held within
(Construction) the system.
A5 Turn off vehicles and machinery when not in use. Completed inspection checklist No plant and equipment were Compliance
found to be idling when not in use.
Ref: Condition A10
(Construction)
A6 Cease clearing of vegetation and ground cover in dry windy conditions. Site interviews Not observed Not triggered

Ref: Condition B22 Dust
(Construction)
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Waste Management Control Measures
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Document/Plan Name Aspect Reference
Environmental Management Strategy \ Waste Management | Section 9
Objective - Minimise the volume of waste generated from site operations.
Targets - No recyclable products disposed of landfill.
No. Control Evidence Collected Findings Status
w1 Train all staff on site minimisation and management practices Project induction slides and CPP procedures for waste Compliance
and the requirements of the EMS through inductions, training records management detailed in the
toolboxes, and targeted training. Construction Environmental
Management Plan (CEMP).
Ref: Section 6.13 of the EIS Condition B35(a) Waste
(Pre-construction, Construction and Operation)
w2 Provide bins on site at congregation areas, the temporary site Photographs during site walk Waste segregation observed onsite Compliance
office and toilet facilities. Where possible, co-mingled recycling and separate bins available
bins will be provided in common areas for separation of waste Completed inspection checklist
streams. Photos
Ref: Section 6.13 of the EIS
(Construction)
w3 Purchase materials with minimal packaging that is also suitable = Visual Materials are generally purchased with = Compliance
for reuse or recycling on an as needed basis. Conversation consideration for packaging impact,
Interview favouring those with minimal and
Ref: Section 6.13 of the EIS recyclable components.
(Construction)
w4 Erect signage on site to ensure waste storage areas and bins Source separation through Observed signage attached to Compliance
are clearly marked. segregation of wastes. appropriate bins used for storage of
timber, metal, etc.
Ref: Section 6.13 of the EIS
(Construction and Operation)
W5 Classify, store and handle all waste generated on site in Waste register Waste dockets No spoil has so far been transferred to Compliance
accordance with the EPA's Waste Classification Guidelines waste facility for disposal.
2014 (or its latest version).
Ref: Section 6.13 of the EIS Condition B35(b) Waste and
B35(c) Waste (Construction and Operation)
W6 Remove all waste from site as soon as practicable using Waste register Waste dockets Tamworth septic and liquid wastes Compliance

licensed waste transport contractors. Reuse or send to an
appropriately licensed waste facility for recycling or disposal.
Consult with Council regarding the use of Council waste
facilities.

(EPL checked and verified)
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No.

w7

w8

w9

Control

Ref: Section 6.13 of the EIS Condition B35(a) Waste and
Condition B35(e) Waste (Operation)

Return any failed batteries to the supplier for maintenance,
recycling and/or disposal. Transport batteries taking all
possible care to minimise the chance of battery failure prior to
and during BESS construction.

Ref: Section 6.13 of the EIS (Operation)
Waste will not be received or disposed of onsite.

Ref: Condition B35(d) Waste (Operation)

Prepare a decommissioning specific Waste Management Plan
(WMP) prior to the commencement of the BESS
decommissioning.

Ref: Section 6.13 of the EIS (Decommissioning)

Evidence Collected

Nil

Waste register Waste dockets

Nil

Findings

Not applicable at this stage of
development.

Observed no evidence of waste being
disposed onsite.

Decommissioning WMP not applicable
at this stage of development.

Status

Not triggered

Compliance

Not triggered
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Heritage Impact Control Measures
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Document/Plan Name Aspect Reference
Environmental Management Strategy \ Heritage | Section 10
Objective - Avoid damage or disturbance of heritage items.
Targets - No qamage to heritage items. . .
- All site staff and contractors trained on unexpected finds protocol.
No. Control Evidence Collected Findings Status
H1 Train all staff on responsibilities, legislation, location of identified Induction and training records Chance Finds Procedure, Compliance
Aboriginal heritage sites, areas of archaeological sensitivity and basic communicated to all project
identification skills and the requirements of the EMS through inductions, personnel during onboarding
toolboxes, and targeted training. through induction.
(Construction)
H2 Should unanticipated Aboriginal or historical archaeology be discovered = Chance Finds Procedure appendedto = Not applicable. No | Not triggered
the Chance Find Procedure (Appendix C) will be implemented. Environmental Management Strategy. | unanticipated finds occurred to
Ref: Section 6.3.3 of the EIS and Condition B26 Chance Finds Protocol date.
— Aboriginal Heritage
(Construction)
H3 Erect flagging or fencing to delineate the extent of the development Delineation fence with warning sign Observed No-Go zone, = Compliance
footprint and signs to highlight that the area outside the flagging is a ‘no- although no AHIMS sites are
go’ zone. ACHA and HAIS Addendum Letter for = located within the study area
Ref: Condition B25 Protection of Heritage Items the Calala Battery Energy Storage according to the Heritage
(Construction) System, Consultant  (Biosis) letter
Tamworth, NSW, Biosis, 26 April  issued to Equis on 26 April
2024. 2024. It was confirmed that the
restricted Aboriginal sites 29-2-
0309 and 29-2-0297 were not
within the study area, including
the additional area later
included in the scope.
H4 Provide a copy of the Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Assessment (ACHA) ACHA Letter sent by Biosis on 8 June | Compliance

to the registered Aboriginal parties. Keep the registered Aboriginal
parties informed about the management of Aboriginal cultural heritage
sites within the study area throughout the life of the project.

Ref: Section 6.2.3 of the EIS

(Construction and Operation)

2025.

No Aboriginal cultural heritage
sites within the study area.
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Visual Impact Control Measures

Page | 101



Calala BESS Independent Environmental Audit (2025)

Document/Plan Name Aspect Reference
Environmental Management Strategy \ Visual | Section 11
Objective - To minimise impacts on the local community.

- All site staff and contractors trained on unexpected finds protocol.

Targets - Minimise impact to existing landscape character and retain existing screening vegetation.
- Enhance the screening of the project.
No. Control Evidence Collected Findings Status
VA Train all staff on responsibilities to minimise visual impacts on Induction and training records Induction slides contain topics on managing  Compliance
the community and the requirements of the EMS through visual impact.
inductions, toolboxes, and targeted training.
(Pre-construction, Construction and Operation)
V2 Maintain the site in a neat and orderly condition throughout Site visit photos Observed site the site is generally kept tidy. = Compliance
construction. Cleaning staff visit facility to do
housekeeping work within the site amenities
Ref: Section 6.5.3 of the EIS boundary. (not construction site)
(Construction)
V3 Retain trees along the southern boundary and the northwestern Site visit photos Trees retained along the identified site Compliance
boundary of the development footprint. boundary.
Ref: Section 6.5.3 of the EIS
(Construction)
V4 Protect existing trees that are earmarked for retention from Site visit photos Protection measures around habitat tree in Compliance
potential damage. This includes taking precautions against harm place.
from vehicle movements, stockpiling, and other construction
activities by clearly identifying and marking / flagging these
trees. All site personnel will be made aware of the locations of
these trees.
Ref: Section 6.5.3 of the EIS
(Construction)
V5 Turn off all lights before leaving the site at the end of the day. Site visit Portable site offices had interior lights. Compliance
Vehicle lights remained switched off and
Ref: Section 6.5.3 of the EIS were not in use during the day.
(Construction)
V6 Install lighting that complies with AS4228-1997 — Control of Site visit Not relevant for the current stage of Not triggered

Obtrusive Effects of Outdoor Lighting.

construction.
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No.

v7

V'L

V9

V10

Control

Ref: Section 6.5.3 of the EIS Condition B24(b) Lighting
(Construction)

Maintain and repair non-reflective finishes and colour-treatments
when necessary.

Ref: Section 6.5.3 of the EIS Condition B23(a) Visual and
Condition B23(b) Visual

(Construction and Operation)

Establish and maintain a vegetation buffer along the northern
and western boundaries (landscape screening and mound) as
shown on Figure 1.2:
— Planted prior to commencing operation.
— Comprised of species that are endemic to the area.
— Designed and maintained in accordance with RFS's
Planning for Bushfire Protection 2019 (or equivalent).
— Properly and actively maintained with appropriate
watering and weed control.

Ref: Condition B11 Vegetation Buffer
(Construction and Operation)

Establish ground cover of the site within three months of
completion of construction or upgrading.

Maintain ground cover with appropriate perennial species and
weed control.

Manage grazing for ground cover control within the development
footprint, where practicable.

Ref: Condition B12 Land management
(Construction and Operation)

Do not install commercial messages or obtrusive signage at the
project entrance on Calala Lane.

Ref: Section 6.5.3 of the EIS Condition B23 (c) Visual
(Operation)

Evidence Collected

Site visit

Sie visit and photos

Observation during site
inspection

Site visit observation

Findings

Demountable offices being unloaded for site
establishment had non-reflective finishes.

Stage 1(a) works progressing with
excavation works being undertaken to
establish the vegetation mound.

No grazing observed on the site outside the
development footprint. CPP monitors weeds
and weed management may be required
later.

No business or advertising signs observed.

Status

Compliance

Compliance

Not triggered

Compliance
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No. Control Evidence Collected Findings Status
V11 Use energy-efficient bulbs, asymmetric beams, and direct lights Site visit observation Not applicable at this stage, as the project Not triggered
away from reflective surfaces. has only recently commenced construction.
Recommendations such as the use of
Ref: Section 6.5.3 of the EIS energy-efficient bulbs, asymmetric beams,
(Operation) and directing lights away from reflective

surfaces will be considered during the
appropriate phase of electrical and lighting
installations
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ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT STRATEGY

Hazards and Bushfire Controls
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Document/Plan Name Aspect Reference
Environmental Management Strategy \ Hazards and Bushfire | Section 12
Objective - To minimise bushfires and hazards.
T - All site staff and contractors trained on unexpected finds protocol.
argets . ) . L -
- Site construction and operation activities do not cause a fire.
No. Control Evidence Collected Findings Status
HAZ1 Train all staff on responsibilities to minimise hazards and bushfires Induction and training records Emergency response drill conducted =~ Compliance
and the requirements of the EMS through inductions, toolboxes, and on 3 July 2025 by CPP.

targeted training.

Pre-construction, Construction and Operation

HAZ2 Stop work in the vicinity of the area if signs of contamination such as | Nil No contaminated soil encountered Compliance
discoloured soils or odorous soils are encountered and contact a since commencement of
suitably experienced environmental consultant for advice. Do not construction.

recommence work in the area until clearance is provided by the
environmental consultant.

Ref: Section 6.10.4 of the EIS

(Construction)
HAZ3 Clean up spills using dry absorbent material promptly to contain and | Incident report No spills recorded. No evidence of Compliance
neutralise the spill. spills observed on site during the site
inspection.
Ref: Section 6.10.3 of the EIS
(Construction and Operation)
HAZ4 Prepare and implement an Emergency Plan and the Emergency Construction Environmental During construction the CEMP Compliance
Services Information Package. Management Plan, Calala developed by CPP contains
BESS, Rev 2, 18 June 2025. information and instructions on
Maintain two copies of the Emergency Services Information emergency preparedness under
Package on-site in a prominent position adjacent to the site entry section 13 of the document.

points at all times.
Once the batteries get energized, the

Ref: Condition B30 Fire Safety Study, B32 Operating Conditions, Emergency Management Plans will
B33 Emergency Plan and B34 Emergency Plan (Construction and be made available.
Operation)
HAZS5 If batteries rupture during a fire event, contaminated water/sediment | Nil Not applicable at this early stage of Not triggered
in the basins would be pumped out to be treated or disposed of. development.
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No. Control Evidence Collected Findings Status
Ref: Section 6.9.3 of the EIS (Construction and Operation)

HAZ6 Notify the relevant Local Emergency Management Committee Nil Not applicable at this early stage of Not triggered
following construction of the development, and prior to commencing development.
operations.

Ref: Condition B32(e) Operating Conditions
(Pre-operation)

HAZ7 Store and handle all chemicals, fuels and oils on-site in accordance | Any new chemicals brought on Chemicals including oils, lubricants Compliance
with the requirements of all relevant Australian Standards and the to the site are identified to the and sprays keep in a securely locked
NSW EPA'’s Storing and Handling of Liquids: Environmental site HSE Advisor / Site Manager. = cabinet.

protection — Participants Handbook if the chemicals are liquids by:
Safety Data Sheets stored
- Storing products in bunds electronically in Master Register
- Signage of Substances.
- Having spill kits available
- Having appropriate PPE
- Training staff
Ref: Condition B31 Storage and Handling of Dangerous Goods

(Operation)
HAZ8 Manage onsite vegetation heights to reduce fuel loads during fire Site observation Not relevant at this early stage of Not triggered
danger periods. construction.

Ref: Condition B32(a) Operating Conditions

(Operation)

HAZ9 Maintain at least 20,000 L of water in the firefighting tank/s. Fit the Site observation Not relevant at this stage of Not triggered
water supply tank with a 65 mm Storz fitting and a FRNSW construction involving site
compatible suction connection. preparation for BESS.

Ref: Condition B32(b) Operating Conditions

(Operation)
HAZ10 Trees are to be separated, and the understorey maintained within Maintenance records Photos Not relevant at this stage of Not triggered
the asset protection Asset Protection Zones. construction involving site

preparation for BESS.
Ref: Condition B32(b) (Operation)

HAZ11 Establish and maintain a 10 m defendable space around the Maintenance records Photos Relevant for future stage as Not triggered
perimeter of the site to provide unobstructed vehicle access to assist development transitions to operation.
the RFS and emergency services.
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No. Control Evidence Collected Findings Status

Ref: Condition B32(c) Operating Conditions (Operation)

HAZ12 Provide assistance to RFS and emergency services as much as Nil Relevant for future stage as Not triggered
practicable if there is a fire in the vicinity of the site. development transitions to operation.

Ref: Condition B32(d) Operating Conditions
(Operation)
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Document/Plan Name Reference

| Traffic Management Plan

| Section 4.6 — Table 4.1

Mitigation and / or management measure

Temporary truck signage will be installed while working
on public roads as per the TGS Plan in Appendix C.

Any new TGS plans required or updates to the current
TGS plan will be developed by personnel duly qualified
and certified by training in accordance with all relevant
Control of Work Safe and policies in consultation with
Transport for NSW and local councils, as required.
Changes to the TGS plan may be required if there are
changes to the site access, changes in road conditions,
etc.

Ref: Traffic Guidance Schemes (Section 4.1 and Appendix C)

Construction vehicles are to follow approved routes at all
times, reinforced through electronic communication,
toolbox talks, Purchase Orders, Project Direction, and
Delivery Requirements.

Light vehicles to always drive responsibly and consider
other road users. This will be incorporated in the site
induction.

Construction trucks’ arrival and departure are to be
planned with consideration to minimising effect to other
road users during peak traffic periods. This will be
managed through the electronic booking system
(Section 3.6).

Ref: Delays to traffic (Section 5, Section 3.6)

Work is to be arranged so workers can undertake work
safely, and where possible, safe areas and practices
are not jeopardised.

Place signs and devices before proceeding with works.

When does this apply?
Pre-construction
required during construction

During construction

During construction

and as

Evidence Collected
Traffic Guidance Schemes

Site interviews
Project induction

Approve route displayed on
wall.

Findings
Appropriate warning signs
in  place implemented

through Traffic Control
Plan.

Approved heavy vehicle
route communicated in
induction and through
delivery requirements.

Two-way radio in use.

Constant communication
between site personnel to
warn of any plant,
equipment and heavy
vehicles entering and
leaving site.

Electronic booking
system is in the process
of being set up. Software
licencing issues to be
resolved.

Observed drivers and
operators generally
complying with driving
requirements.

Status
Compliance

Compliance

Compliance
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Mitigation and / or management measure

Ensure signs are not obscured by vegetation, vehicles,
plant or other traffic control signs/devices, and that
signs are placed in the correct order.

Where traffic controllers are required, they must be
suitably qualified having passed Transport for NSW
approved training courses.

Traffic controllers (or portable traffic signs if directing
traffic to cross barriers) shall be used if road users are
to be directed to disobey a traffic regulation.

All traffic controllers are to wear high-visibility external
clothing.

Signs, devices and TGS shall be used to warn, inform
and guide road users safely around, through or past
work areas.

Signs, devices and TGS are to be removed from the
site upon completion of the work.

Specific TGS’ will be prepared for all work which
involves any form of traffic control or restriction while
working on public roads.

An increased risk of rear end collisions arises in any
location where road traffic is stopped for a period of
time. Ensure that there is sufficient warning to road
users before encountering the queue is essential.
Depending on the situation this may require extending

the length of a sign posted roadwork speed zone in the

development of the TGS, using oversized signs,
flashing light signs and variable message signs.

All drivers must hold a valid licence for the vehicle they

are operating (see Section 5).

When does this apply? Evidence Collected

All vehicles must be roadworthy and maintained in good

working condition (see Section 5).

Drivers must comply with all road rules and regulations

on public roads when travelling to/from the site (see
Section 5).

Windows must remain up at all times for safety during
travel (see Section 5).

Off-road driving is not permitted except in emergencies

or if no roads have been established (see Section 5).

Findings
Directional signs in place
at the site access point.

Contact numbers of key
project personnel
displayed at the site
access point.

Traffic signs on Calala
Lane installed informing
road users of observing
speed limits.

Sighted records that
traffic controllers have
Transport for NSW
accreditation

Sighted records that

operators had appropriate

licences

Observed traffic
controllers wearing PPE
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Mitigation and / or management measure

Ref: Safety of road users and construction staff (Section 5,
Section 5)

A dilapidation survey (see Section 3.7.2) of existing
public roads along the transportation route will be
completed as per Development Consent Condition B8
by using an ARRB report as a survey before and after
construction, with any roadworks required at the
completion of construction agreed with the relevant
authorities.
The dilapidation survey will assess the:
existing condition of Nundle Road, O'Briens Lane
and Calala Lane on the transport route, prior to
construction, upgrading and decommissioning
activities.
condition of Nundle Road, O'Briens Lane and
Calala Lane on the transport route, following the
completion of construction, upgrading and
decommissioning activities.
On completion of the dilapidation reports, a copy will be
provided to the relevant road authorities by the
principal.
The identified roads will be repaired if dilapidation
surveys identify that the roads have been damaged due
to development-related traffic during construction,
upgrading or decommissioning works in consultation
with the relevant road authority.
A performance bond will be agreed with Council as part

When does this apply? Evidence Collected

During construction Dilapidation reports.

of the management of pavement dilapidation and repair.

Emergency road infrastructure repair or maintenance

requirements during construction will be addressed as

follows:
The primary contractor will complete a drive-
through inspection of the heavy vehicle route for
hazards or damage between the New England
Highway and the Calala Lane site access on a
weekly basis. This inspection will confirm that the
route remains suitable for construction traffic use
and identify any issues. An appropriate checklist

Findings

Dilapidation reports /
videos prepared

No major damage
observed due to
movement of project
vehicles on the
designated route.

Status

Compliance
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Mitigation and / or management measure
will be developed, with a summary included in
monthly reporting and records kept for the duration
of construction.
Drivers will be instructed to inform the primary
contractor of any identified hazards or damage.
The primary contractor will be responsible for
advising workers and drivers of the need to use
caution at specific location(s) or temporarily halt,
delay, or reroute vehicle movements, subject to
approval.
Any issues on Council roads will be reported via
Council’s issue reporting phone number (02 6767
5555) or any other reporting mechanism agreed
with Council as part of ongoing consultation/
communication.
Ref: Road repair and maintenance (Section 3 and the table)
The primary contractor will monitor local weather forecasts and
conditions,
https://www.livetraffic.com/ and where necessary communicate
with Council regarding any potential road closures due to
flooding. Adequate flood warning is available in the area as
rivers rise progressively from upstream flows.

In the event of adverse weather conditions such as fog, dust
(e.g. dust storm), wet weather and/or flooding:

. Primary contractor will issue notifications via phone, text
and/or email (by the Site Manager/Supervisor) to site
personnel, Equis Energy, subcontractors and/or
suppliers upon becoming aware of any adverse weather
conditions that require site closure or the need to
temporarily halt, delay, or reroute vehicle movements
(with any rerouting still in accordance with the approved
routes and intersections).

e Site manager to close and evacuate site if necessary.

e Emergency access to/from the site to be arranged by
high-clearance vehicle or helicopter if necessary in the
event of flooding (unlikely to be required).

When does this apply?

During construction

Evidence Collected

Mobile phone text
notification

Findings

Drivers receive weather
alerts including
hazardous road
conditions as a result of
floods or other hazards.

Status

Compliance
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Mitigation and / or management measure

Drivers are to be advised to adhere to any Council
announcements on flooding and comply with any road
closure and rerouting procedures.

Drivers are to be advised to cease all travel to and from
the site during any unexpected extreme weather
conditions.

Drivers are to be advised to reduce speed and use
headlights and/or hazard lights when necessary to
improve visibility during any times of reduced visibility.
Drivers are to be advised to maintain a safe following
distance between vehicles to allow for clear visibility
and reaction time.

Drivers are to be advised to exercise extra caution
when driving at dawn, dusk, or during poor weather,
remaining vigilant for surroundings, people, wildlife, and
livestock.

Ref: Specific local climate conditions (this table, Section 5)

Details and times of school bus routes will form part of
the site induction (see Section 4.8 and Section 5.1.2),
so all drivers will be aware.

Consultation will occur and be ongoing with bus
operators.

Minimise heavy vehicle movements during school zone
hours (Section 4.3)

Ref: School Bus Routes (Section 4.8, Section 5, Section 4.3)

Liaise with Council on a monthly basis to identify any
project approvals, construction commencing and/or
road works that could result in cumulative traffic impacts
(see Section 4.5).

Liaise with other contractors working in the area (see
consultation above)

Mitigation measures will be identified to directly address
any specific issues identified.

Ref: Cumulative Construction Traffic Impacts (Section 4.5)

When does this apply?

During construction

Evidence Collected

Project induction

Findings Status

Key points for drivers Compliance
provided through the

project induction advising

to avoid school areas.

Equis liaises with the Compliance
Council regarding road

closures, special events

and other project

approvals.
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Document/Plan Name Reference
| Biodiversity Management \ Section 8 - Table 11 Overview of Vegetation Management Zones |
Location Calala Creek riparian zone and buffer | VMZ 1
Issues Soil erosion; Soil compaction; Weed infestation; Restoration planting
Objective e To retain and enhance native vegetation and habitat in proximity to Calala Creek.
e To improve riparian and fauna habitat values through placement of woody material salvaged from construction.
Performance Targets e  Prevent soil erosion within riparian buffer, with <5% of VMZ affected by erosion during construction and all erosion rectified prior to restoration
planting.

e  Temporary disturbance areas de-compacted and returned to pre-disturbance level.

e  Priority weed species (listed in Appendix A) maintained at <10% cover).

e  Plantings achieve 80% survival or 80% benchmark floristics (refer to Section 8.2.6).

e Naturally regenerated native woody vegetation is retained to enhance riparian corridor values.
Woody vegetation is not intentionally removed from zone.
Location of woody salvaged woody habitat placed within zone is recorded. Habitat is retained.
Except where densities exceed thresholds for bushfire hazard management.

Management Actions e  Site rehabilitation (refer to Section 8.2.1).

e Ground preparation (refer to Section 8.2.2).

e Weed management (refer to Section 8.2.4).

e  Revegetation (refer to Section 8.2.6).

e Habitat enhancement (refer to Section 8.2.8).

Monitoring Monitoring and inspections to be undertaken prior to construction commencing (baseline), prior to restoration planting (baseline), then annually (minimum),

or as required to achieve objectives of weed control/restoration planting strategy (see Table 19).

Monitoring and inspections will evaluate the effectiveness of management measures and determine whether performance targets are met and include:

e  Establish minimum 2 x photo monitoring points within VMZ (1 x PP must be at BAM monitoring point).

e  Minimum 1 x BAM plot established as monitoring point for native vegetation cover and abundance.

o  Weed density map developed and maintained.

e  Photo monitoring points of priority weed control established.

e Survivorship of restoration plantings.

e  Confirmation salvaged woody habitat is retained.

Evidence Collected e Anderson Environment & Planning (July 2025), Biodiversity Management Plan Baseline Data Report, 474 Calala Lane, Calala NSW. Unpublished
Report for Equis Energy and Consolidated Power Projects Pty Ltd.

e Baseline survey including fauna habitat assessment and weed survey conducted by AEP on 8-9 June 2025.

Findings Observed Vegetation Management Zones implemented through installation of demarcation signs at the perimeter fence. The disturbance footprint for the

BESS development during current stage includes two Vegetation Management Zones — VMZ 1 (Calala Creek riparian zone and adjoining lands) and VMZ
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Location Calala Creek riparian zone and buffer VMZ 1

2 (BESS residual Cat-1 lands). Ground-truthing surveys conducted in July 2025 indicated that the Calala Creek riparian zone and buffer are unaffected by
erosion as a direct result of construction activity.

As per pre-clearance survey (baseline survey) completed by Anderson Environment & Planning (AEP), priority woody weeds Cestrum parqui (green
cestrum), Lycium ferocissimum (African boxthorn), Olea europaea subsp. cuspidata (African olive), and Pyracantha angustifolia (Firethorn) were
widespread across the Site generally beneath perch trees, with a small number of isolated Schinus molle (Pepper tree) near the northern and southern
boundaries. Figure 1 of the report shows the 2 x Photo Monitoring Point (PMP) and 1 x Monitoring Plot (MP) across VMZ 1.

Ulmus parvifolia and Pistacia chinensis, two woody weed species recorded on site are known to be highly invasive and are likely to become problematic if
left untreated. Weekly site inspections completed by environmental specialist on 5, 19, and 28 August 2025 confirmed stockpiles free from weed. The
recommended practice for control and management of woody weeds was using cut, scrape and paint with herbicide control technique for smaller
diameters stems, and the “drill and fill” for larger woody stems.

Status Compliance
Location BESS Cat-1 residual lands VMZ 2
Issues e  Soil compaction

. Fauna habitat
e  Weed infestation

Objective To minimise weeds and improve habitat structure and connectivity for fauna.

Performance Targets e  Prevent soil erosion within drainage lines, with <5% of VMZ affected by erosion during construction and all erosion rectified by completion of site
rehabilitation works.
e  Temporary disturbance areas de-compacted and returned to pre-disturbance land use.
e  Priority weed species (listed in Appendix A) maintained at <10% cover.
e Naturally regenerated native woody vegetation is retained to enhance structural diversity in the landscape and fauna habitat.
o  Woody vegetation is not intentionally removed from zone (active management phase).
o  Woody ground habitat (such as branches) is retained within native vegetation.
o Except where densities exceed thresholds for bushfire hazard management.

Management Actions e  Site rehabilitation (refer to Section 8.2.1).

e  Ground preparation

e  (refer to Section 8.2.2).

e Habitat enhancement (refer to Section 8.2.8).
e  Weed control (refer to Section 8.2.4).

Monitoring Monitoring and inspections to be undertaken prior to construction commencing (baseline), then annually (minimum), or as required to achieve objectives of
weed control strategy (see Table 19).

Monitoring and inspections will evaluate the effectiveness of management measures and determine whether performance targets are met and include:
e  Establish minimum 2 x photo monitoring points within VMZ (1 x PP must be at floristic monitoring point).

Page | 117



Calala BESS Independent Environmental Audit (2025)

Location

BESS Cat-1 residual lands VMZ 2

Minimum 1 x floristic plot established as monitoring point for native vegetation cover and abundance.
Weed density map developed and maintained.

Photo points of priority weed control areas established.

Survivorship of restoration plantings.

Evidence Collected

Anderson Environment & Planning (July 2025), Biodiversity Management Plan Baseline Data Report, 474 Calala Lane, Calala NSW. Unpublished
Report for Equis Energy and Consolidated Power Projects Pty Ltd.
Baseline survey including fauna habitat assessment and weed survey conducted by AEP on 8-9 June 2025.

Findings Observed Vegetation Management Zones implemented through installation of demarcation signs at the perimeter fence.
Weed density map provided in Figures 2 and 3 of the Biodiversity Management Baseline Data Report (July 2025).
Status Compliance
Location BESS Cat-1 residual lands VMZ 3
Issues PCT 599 DNG within transmission line and buffered lands
Objective e  Soil compaction

Weed Infestation
Restoration planting

Performance Targets

To retain, protect and enhance remnant Grassy Box Woodland CEEC and overall

Management Actions

Prevent soil erosion within drainage lines, with <5% of VMZ affected by erosion during construction and all erosion rectified prior to restoration
planting.
Temporary disturbance areas de-compacted and returned to pre-disturbance level.
Priority weed species (listed in Appendix A) maintained at <10% cover).
Plantings achieve 80% survival or 80% benchmark floristics (refer to Section 8.2.6).
Naturally regenerated native woody vegetation is retained to enhance structural diversity in the landscape and fauna habitat.
o  Woody vegetation is not intentionally removed from zone (active management phase).
o  Woody ground habitat (such as branches) is retained within native vegetation.
o Except where densities exceed thresholds for bushfire hazard management.

Monitoring

Monitoring and inspections to be undertaken prior to construction commencing (baseline), prior to restoration planting (baseline), then annually (minimum),
or as required to achieve objectives of weed control/restoration planting strategy (see Table 19).

Monitoring and inspections will evaluate the effectiveness of management measures and determine whether performance targets are met and include:

Establish minimum 2 x photo monitoring points within VMZ (1 x PP must be at BAM monitoring point).
Minimum 1 x BAM plot established as monitoring point for native vegetation cover and

abundance.

Weed density map developed and maintained.

Photo points of priority weed control areas established.

Survivorship of restoration plantings.

Confirmation salvaged woody habitat is retained.
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Location

BESS Cat-1 residual lands VMZ 3

Evidence Collected

¢ Anderson Environment & Planning (July 2025), Biodiversity Management Plan Baseline Data Report, 474 Calala Lane, Calala NSW. Unpublished
Report for Equis Energy and Consolidated Power Projects Pty Ltd.
e Baseline survey including fauna habitat assessment and weed survey conducted by AEP on 8-9 June 2025.

Findings Area not covered by this audit.
Status Not triggered
Location PCT 599 Woodland adjoining Burgmanns Lane and buffered lands VMZ 4
Issues e  Soil compaction
e  Weed infestation
e Restoration planting
Objective To retain, protect and enhance remnant Grassy Box Woodland CEEC and overall ecology values in the area.

Performance Targets

e  Priority weed species (listed in Appendix A) maintained at <10% cover).

e Plantings achieve 80% survival or 80% benchmark floristics (refer to Section 8.2.6).

e Naturally regenerated native woody vegetation is retained to enhance structure of Grassy Box Woodland CEEC and fauna habitat.
o  Woody vegetation is not intentionally removed from zone (active management phase).
o  Woody ground habitat (such as branches) is retained within native vegetation.
o Except where densities exceed thresholds for bushfire hazard management.

Management Actions

e Site rehabilitation (refer to Section 8.2.1).

e  Ground preparation (refer to Section 8.2.2).
e Habitat enhancement (refer to Section 8.2.8)
e  Weed control (refer to Section 8.2.4.)

¢ Revegetation (refer to Section 8.2.6).

Monitoring

Monitoring and inspections to be undertaken prior to construction commencing (baseline), prior to restoration planting (baseline), then annually (minimum),
or as required to achieve objectives of weed control/restoration planting strategy (see Table 19).

Monitoring and inspections will evaluate the effectiveness of management measures and determine whether performance targets are met.
e  Establish minimum 2 x photo monitoring points within VMZ (1 x PP must be at BAM monitoring point).
e  Minimum 1 x BAM plot established as monitoring point for native vegetation cover and abundance.
e  Weed density map developed and maintained.
e  Photo points of priority weed control areas established.
e  Survivorship of restoration plantings.

Evidence Collected

e Anderson Environment & Planning (July 2025), Biodiversity Management Plan Baseline Data Report, 474 Calala Lane, Calala NSW. Unpublished
Report for Equis Energy and Consolidated Power Projects Pty Ltd.
e  Baseline survey including fauna habitat assessment and weed survey conducted by AEP on 8-9 June 2025.

Findings

Area not covered by this audit.

Status

Not triggered
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Location PCT 599 DNG and Cat-1 lands outside disturbance buffer VMZ 5
Issues Weed infestation
Objective To minimise weeds and improve habitat structure and connectivity for fauna.

Performance Targets

e Lands are protected from disturbance during construction phase via No-Go area.
e  Priority weed species (listed in Appendix A) maintained at <10% cover.

Management Actions

Weed control (refer to Section 8.2.4).

Monitoring

Monitoring and inspections to be undertaken prior to construction commencing (baseline), then annually (minimum), or as required to achieve objectives of
weed control strategy (see Table 19).
Monitoring and inspections will evaluate the effectiveness of management measures and determine whether performance targets are met and include:

e  Establish minimum 2 x photo monitoring points within VMZ (1 x PP must be at floristic monitoring point).
e  Minimum 1 x floristic plot established as monitoring point for native vegetation cover and abundance.

e  Weed density map developed and maintained.

e  Photo points of priority weed control areas established.

Evidence Collected

e Anderson Environment & Planning (July 2025), Biodiversity Management Plan Baseline Data Report, 474 Calala Lane, Calala NSW. Unpublished
Report for Equis Energy and Consolidated Power Projects Pty Ltd.
e Baseline survey including fauna habitat assessment and weed survey conducted by AEP on 8-9 June 2025.

Findings

Area not covered by this audit.

Status

Not triggered
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Actions to manage employment requirements
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Document/Plan Name Reference
| Accommodation and Employment Strategy | Sections 6.6 and 7.5 — Action Plans; Section 8 — Monitoring and Reporting |
Actions to manage employment requirements Timing Findings Status
Implement an AES in accordance with Schedule 2 Part B36 | Prior to and during AES Plan available and circulated within the workgroups. Compliance
of the Development Consent for the Calala BESS (SSD | construction
52786213).
Establish an Expression of Interest (EOI) register for local | Prior to construction Equis Energy has developed a project website containing link Compliance
businesses and people looking for employment. to Jobs and procurement under the procurement process
aligning with the government procurement objectives in order
to support: The local Jobs First Program (LJFP), Social
Procurement Framework (SPF) and Social Impact Guidelines
(SIG).
Equis encourages local and regional partnering opportunities
and the project page contains a link inviting to register your
interest by completing the procurement form below.
Map work packages and supply chain opportunities and | Prior to construction Equis Energy consulted Tamworth Chambers of Commerce in Not triggered
proactively identify local businesses with relevant capabilities. October 2024 and resolved matters relating to the
This may be supported through engagement with Tamworth Accommodation and Employment Strategy.
Business Chamber.
The project is in the early stage of construction.
It is anticipated that during peak construction, 10% of workers
employed by the primary contractor would consist of residents.
Several local businesses and suppliers including waste service
providers have been engaged by the Primary Contractor. Also,
one of the key specialists is locally based.
Conduct desktop assessment through Supply Nation and | Prior to construction During pre-construction stage, CPP used Supply Nation, its Compliance
seek advice on Indigenous businesses through the Primary internal Indigenous Supplier Register, and Equis Australia’s
Contractors internal Vendor and Performance Registers. First Nation Supplier List—developed through stakeholder
engagement—along with existing networks to identify potential
Indigenous businesses. These were consolidated into the
attached Indigenous Business Matrix, focusing on suppliers
within 100 km of the project site suitable for relevant works and
services.
Engage with local employment agencies to identify | Prior to construction Engagement with the Local Employment Services occurred in Compliance

opportunities and pathways for local workers and tap into the
candidate pool to determine suitable labour, trade, or skills

October 2024.
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Actions to manage employment requirements Timing Findings Status
particularly for jobseekers that face barriers and are from
under-represented groups.
Establish transparent selection criteria for subcontractors that | Prior to construction CPP has sourced locally based personnel such as an Compliance
prioritises organisation based in the Tamworth Regional LGA Environmental Advisor, Site Administrator (with a second
(Tier 1) and surrounding areas (Tier 2). Target up to 10% of administrator commencing shortly), Site Security staff, Traffic
subcontractors from these regions across the Project on a Controllers, Mechanical Fitters, and a locally operated
best endeavours basis. Cleaning Company. This local presence not only strengthens

community engagement but also ensures rapid response, local

expertise, and ongoing support for Tamworth’s economy.
Actions to manage accommodation requirements Timing Findings Status
Establish an Expression of Interest (EOI) for local Prior to and during Project website developed by Equis contains link providing Compliance
accommodation providers to register their interest in construction opportunity to local accommodation services to register their
providing accommodation services for the project. interest.
Provide a register of local accommodation options and Prior to and during Register containing accommodation types and names of Compliance
contact details to the primary contractor. Update the register | construction accommodation providers located within 100 km and 50 km of
with new providers and updated information received Calala project site, respectively.
through EOI process.
Engage with local accommodation providers, Destination | Prior to construction A register of engagement with stakeholders developed and | Compliance
Tamworth, and Tamworth Regional Council to share maintained by Equis Energy.
information about construction timing, workforce estimates
and accommodation requirements.
Review the Tamworth event calendar to consider timing of | Prior to and during | CPP offers support to all workers with access to suitable | Compliance
major events when booking short term accommodation for | construction accommodation throughout the nominated construction period
construction workers —consider avoiding peak times in of the project, in alignment with the Accommodation and
Tamworth  (e.g. January) and consider booking Employment Strategy.
accommodation outside of Tamworth (e.g. in priority 2 and 3
locations) during these periods if practical. Liaise with short-
term accommodation providers to manage peak
accommodation timing.
Establish and maintain a register of forecast worker | Prior to construction Equis has established a register of worker and accommodation | Compliance
accommodation requirements and accommodation options, to forecasts and location of accommodation for workers.
encourage accommodation sharing or clustering particularly
for workers on short-term contracts.
Consider hiring shuttle bus services where practical from local | During construction CPP offers travel allowances to its employees, allowing them to | Compliance

providers to transport workers from their accommodation to
the project site.

arrange their own accommodation. When needed, CPP uses
the Corporate Travel system to assist team members with
booking arrangements. It is recommended CPP consider share
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Actions to manage accommodation requirements

Timing

Findings

Status

Incentivise carpooling or ride sharing by construction
employees.

accommodation arrangements for workers during high demand
periods with carpooling or shuttle bus system to reduce vehicle
numbers on the road during these periods
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APPENDIX B: Planning Secretary’s endorsement
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Department of Planning, Housing and Infrastructure ‘\i‘j}.
vr

NSW

MNEW Planning rel. 35D-52786213-PA-15

Elizabath Zorondo

Approvals and Permit Compliance Manager

The Trustees for Equis Energy (Australia) Ngumi 4 Asset Trust
Boonworrung Country

36 Esplanade Avanue

BRIGHTOM VIC 3186

24/06) 2025

Sent via the Major Projects Portal only
Subject: Calala Battery Energy Storage System - Auditor endorsement request

Dear Ms Zoronda

I refer to your request for the Planning Secretary's approval of suitably qualified, experienced, and
independent person's to conduct an ndependant Audit of the Calala Baltery Energy Storage System
(BESS), submitted as required by Schedule 2, Condition C14 of S5D-52786213 as modified (the
consent) to NSW Department of Planning, Housing and Infrastructure (NSW Planning) on 13 June
2025,

MSW Planning has reviewed the independent auditor nominations and based on the information you
have provided is satisfied that the proposed person's are suitably qualified, experienced, and
indepandant.

In accordance with Schedule 2, Condition C14 of the consent and the NSW Flanning, independent
Audit Post Approval Requirements (2020), as nomines of the Planning Secretary, | endorse the
following indepandent audit team:

¢  Mr Stuart Wilmot (Lead Auditar)
» MrWassef Hussain (Assistant Auditor)
Please ensure this correspondence is appended to the Independant Audit Report,

The Independent Audit must be prepared, undertaken, and finalised in accordance with the conditions
of consent and the Indspendent Audit Post Approval Requirerments (2020). Failure to meest these
requiremeants will require revision and resubmission,

MSW Planning reserves the right to request an alternate auditor or audit team for future audits.

4 Parramalta Square, 12 Darcy Streal, Paramatta NSw 2150 wrwr.dphi.nsw.gov.au 1
Locked Bag 5022, Parramaltla NSW 2124
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Department of Planning, Housing and Infrastructure ‘\i‘j’.
v»

NSW

Please note, the Lead Auditor must attend the site inspection, and the site inspection should
canstitute the final day of the audit period.

Should you wish to discuss the matter further, please contact Jogl Curran, Senior Compliance
Officer on 02 4304 2702 or email complianc e planning. nsw.gov.au

Yours sinceraly

Wttt

Heidi Watlers
Team Leader
Compliance

As nominee of the Planning Secretary

4 Parramalta Sguare, 12 Darcy Streel, Paramalta NSW 2150 woerws dphi.nsw.gov.au 2
Locked Bag 5022, Parramatla NSW 2124
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APPENDIX C: Consultation

DPHI — Compliance
Tamworth Regional Council
Land Use and Agriculture
Biodiversity Conservation and Science (BCS)
Tamworth Local Aboriginal Land Council
Transport for NSW (TfNSW)
Rural Fire Services (RFS)
Fire & Rescue NSW
DCCEEW — Water Assessments
Heritage NSW
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Department of Planning - Compliance
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DPHI - COMPLIANCE

A05 § AR Feveaus Sirest, Surry Hilln BSW A0 Sustralin
»‘ adminiir banpsnpsctives com, ms

1300 754 303

August 11, 2025

Julia Pope

Team Leader Compliance - Metro
Department of Planning

Locked Bag 5022, Parramatta NSW 2124
E: compliance@planning. nsw.gov.au

Dear Julia,

Re: Independent Environmental Audit — Calala Battery Energy Storage System — 550 - 52736213

The Department of Planning, Housing and Infrastructure (DPHI) has appointed Urban Perspectives as
the Independent Auditor to carry out the initial Independent Environmental Audit (IEA) for the Calala
Battery Energy Storage System (Calala BESS), in accordance with Condition 14, Part Cof 550 52786213,

Equis Energy (Australia), through the Ngumi 4 Asset Trust, received development approval from DRHI
on 28 June 2024 to deliver a 300-megawatt (MW) / 800 megawatt-hour (MWh) battery energy storage
system in the Tamworth Regional local government area. The facility is located approximately 5.8
kilometres southeast of the Tamworth town centre, at 474 Calala Lane, Calala, New South Wales. It
will connect to Transgrid's existing Tamwaorth 330 kilovolt (kV) substation via a dedicated transmission
corridor. The BESS and transmission cable route are situated on land zoned RU4 — Primary Production
Small Lots under the Tamworth Regional Local Environmental Plan 2010 (LEP).

The scope of the audit will include assessment of compliance with the development consent
conditiens and relevant management plans, Toe assist with the preparation of the audit, we invite you
to advise us of any concerns or matters you wish to be considered within the audit scope, The audit
will be conducted in accordance with the NSW Department of Planning, Industry and Envirenment’s
Independent Audit = Post Approval Requirements (May 2020).

Please provide your response by the end of the month. Should you have any questions regarding the
audit, feel free to contact me directly,

Kind regards,

rl
P o e

Stuart Wilmot

Principal f Lead Auditor

P:+ 61 2 BO71 4587 | M: 0425 227 246
E: stua rttlilurbangerﬁpectivea.cum.au

Tawn Planning + Ervironmantal Assessmant + Digial Systemns
Businass Sobdions for the Environmend
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Wassef Hussain

From: Joel Curran <Joel. Curran@planming.nsw.gov.au =

Sent: Tuesday, 12 August 2025 10:27 AM

Ta: Wassef Hussain

Ce: Stuart Wilmot

Subject: RE: Calala BESS Independent Ermaranmental Auwdit 2025

. CAUTION: This email onginated from outside of the organization. DO NOT CLICK links or open
~attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.
Hi Wassef

Thank you for contacting MSW Planning regarding the initial construction audit of the Calala BESS project, In
addition to the audit scope noted an your letter dated 11 August 2025, can you plaase ansura an additional
focus an tha below:

Progress towards establishing the required vegetation bulfer/s.
Installation/maintenance and suitability of arosion and sediment controls.
Compliance with the approved disturbanca boundary,

Compliance with all pre-construction related condition requirements.
Compliance with approved heawy vehicle routes.

@ & @

Regards

loel Curran
Senior Compliance Officer

Development Assessment and Sustainability | Department of Planning, Howsing and Infrastructure
TO2 4904 27702 | MO412 323 331 | E joelcurrani@planning. nsw.gov.au

PO Box 1226 | Mewcastle WSW 2300

Plegge divgel all erman :nf:emndence 1o complionads S la nnifidg. s W, GOV 0w

wowrw, dphi.nsw. gov.au

Wik
NSW

1 acknewiedpe the troaiffanal custoians of the longd and poy respeacts [ Eiders pash and present. | also ockmawledge all Ahorigine ond Tarres
Frraighl staff warking with the NSW Governiment,

From: Wassef Hussain <wassef @urbanperspectives com.au>

Sent: Monday, 11 August 2025 5:12 P

To: DPE PSVC Compliance Mailbox <compliance @planning.nsw.goy. aus
Ce: Stuart Wilmot <stuartif urbanperspectives.com.au>

Subject: Calala BESS Independent Environmental Audit 2025

Dear Julia,

| hope you're daing well. Kindly rafar to the attached documentation associated with the Calala Battery Energy
Storage System (Calala BESS) 55D 52786213 Independent Environmental Audit,

Kind regards,
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Wassef Hussain | Sanior Enwironmental Conswltant
Urban Perspectives | Suite 405, Leval 4, 88 Fovesux St, Surmy Hills MSW 2010

Office ph; + 61 2 9071 4550
Mobile: 0451 831 520
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Tamworth Regional Council
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TAMWORTH REGIONAL COUNCIL

M5 F BE Fovams Strat, Susry Hile BREW 3000 Audtralia
ﬁ‘ pad=in@urbanperspectiver com sy

1500 758 393

August 11, 2025

The General Manager
Tarmwaorth Regional Council
474 Peel Street

Tarrworth N5W 2340
Phone: (02) 6767 5555

Dear General Manager,

Re: Independent Emvironmental Audit — Calala Battery Energy Storage System — 550 - 52786213

The Department of Flanning, Housing and Infrastructure (DPHI) has appointed Urban Perspectives as the
Independent Auditor to carry out the initial Independent Envirenmental Audit {IEA] for the Calala Battery
Energy Starage System (Calala BESS), in accordance with Condition 14, Part C of 350 52786213,

Equis Emergy (Australia), through the Ngumi 4 Asset Trust, received development approval from DEHI on
28 June 2024 to deliver a 300-megawatt (MW / 500 megawatt-hour (MWh) battery energy storage system
in the Tamworth Regional local government area. The facility is located approximately 5.8 kilometres
southeast of the Tamworth town centre, at 474 Calala Lane, Calala, Mew South Wales, It will connect to
Transgrid’s existing Tarmworth 330 kilovalt (kv substation via a dedicated transmission corridor, The BESS
and transmission cable route are situated on land zoned RUL — Primary Production Small Lots under the
Tarmworth Regional Local Environmental Plan 2010 [LEP).

As part of the Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) exhibition process, Tamworth Regional Council
provided recommended conditions by raising concerns relating to traffic, water resources, stormwater
management, erosion and sediment contrel, the Voluntary Planning Agreement (VPA), and cumulative
impacts—including worker accommodation. (Assessment Report, DPHI, June 2024). The scope of the audit
will inclede assessment of compliance with the development consent conditions, including specific
consideration of matters stated above.

To assist with the preparation of the audit, we imvite you 1o advise us of any CoONCErns oF Matters you wish
to be considered within the audit scope. The audit will be conducted In accordance with the NSW
Department of Planning, Industry and Environment’s Independent Audit — Post Approval Requirements
{May 2020).

Please provide your response by the end of the month. Should you have amy questions regarding the awdit,
feel free to contact me directhy,

Kind regards,

) e L
Stuart Wilmat
Principal / Lead Auditor
P:+ 61 2 BO7L 4587 | M: 0425 227 246
E: stuart@ urbanperspectives.carm.au

Tewn Planning # Environmental Assessmenlt + Digital Systems
Businass Saltions for e Environmant

Page | 134



Calala BESS Independent Environmental Audit (2025)

Calala BESS Independent Environmental Audit 2025

: : = I
Wassef Hussain . . ﬂ
WH y

To trc@tamwerth.nsw.gov.au Mon 11/08
Cc Stuart Wilmot

l-.%; Calala BESS Independent Audit Consultation - Tamworth Regional Council. pdf -
‘R 4mB

Dear General Manager,

| hope you're doing well. Kindly refer to the attached documentation associated with the Calala Battery Energy
Storage System (Calala BESS) SSD 52786213 Independent Environmental Audit.

Kind regards,
Wassef Hussain | Senior Environmental Consultant

Urban Perspectives | Suite 405, Level 4, 88 Foveaux St, Surry Hills NSW 2010

Office ph: + 61 2 8071 45590
Mobile: 0421 881 529
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Land Use and Agriculture
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LAND USE AND AGRICULTURE

&35 ¢ B Fovesun Strest, Swery Hills NSW 500 Austrslia
b‘\. admin@rbanpeepactves com,me

1500 F30 S50

August 11, 2025

Selina Stillman

Agricultural Land Use Planning Officer

Soils and Water | Agricultural Land Use Planning
M: 0412 424 397

E: landuze.ag@dpi.nsw.gov.au

Dear Selina,

Re: Independent Enviranmental Audit — Calala Battery Energy Storage Systerm — 550 - 52786213

The Department of Planning, Housing and Infrastructure {DPHI) has appointed Urban Perspectives as the
Independent Auditor to carry out the initial Independent Environmental Audit (IEA) for the Calala Battery
Energy Storage System (Calala BESS), in accordance with Condition 14, Part C of 550 52786213,

Equis Energy (Australia), through the Ngumi 4 Asset Trust, recened develepment approval from DPHI on
28 June 2024 to deliver a 200-megawatt [MW) / 500 megawatt-hour (MWh) battery energy storage system
in the Tamworth Regional local government area. The facility s located approximately 5.8 kilometres
southeast of the Tamworth town centre, at 474 Calala Lane, Calala, New South Wales. It will connect to
Transgrid's existing Tamworth 330 kilowolt (kY] substation via a dedicated transmission corridor. The BESS
and transmission cable route are situated on land zoned RU4 — Primary Production Small Lots under the
Tamwarth Regional Local Erwiranmental Plan 2010 {LEP).

As part of the Environmental Impact Statement (E15] exhibition process and following the review of the
Response to Submissions (RtS) report and draft development consent conditions, Agriculture and Land Use
Planning provided recommended conditions in consultation with the Department of Primary Industries
{3P1) — Tamworth Agricultural Institute, The scope of the audit will include an assessment of compliance
with the development consent conditions and relevant management plans, with consideration given to
impacts on the operations of DPI's Tamworth Agricultural Institute.

Te assist with the preparation of the audit, we invite you to advise us of any concerns or matters you wish
to be considered within the audit scope. The audit will be conducted in accordance with the MSW
Department of Planning, Industry and Environment’s Independent Audit — Post Approval Reguirements
{May 2020).

Please provide your response by the end of the manth, Should yau have any questions regarding the audit,
feel free to contact me directly.

Kind regards,

‘.'I - o -

Stuart Wilmaot

Principal / Lead Auditor

P:+ 61280714587 I M: 425 227 246
E: stuart@urbanperspectives.com.au
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Calala BESS Independent Environmental Audit 2025

Wassef Hussain ﬂ

o landuse.a pi.nsw.gov.au Mon 11/08

Cc Stuart Wilmot

! Calala BESS Independent Audit Consultation - Land Use Agriculture.pdf -
4 ME

Dear Selina,

| hope you're doing well. Kindly refer to the attached documentation associated with the Calala Battery Energy
Storage System (Calala BESS) SSD 52786213 Independent Environmental Audit.

Kind regards,

Wassef Hussain | Senior Environmental Consultant
Urban Perspectives | Suite 405, Level 4, 88 Foveaux St, Surry Hills NSW 2010

Office ph: + 61 2 8071 4590
Mobile: 0451 8381 529
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Biodiversity Conservation and Science
Division
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BIODIVERSITY CONSERVATION AND SCIENCE (BCS)

408 J Bl Fovassx Streat, Susry Hils BEW 30 Ausiralia
.ﬁ\. A =inEursanEreEecive T com s

1300 P50 359

August 11, 2025

David Geering
Senior Conservation Planning Officer
Biodiversity Conservation and Science [BCS) Directorate

E: davigd geering@emironment nsw.gov. au
T: (D2) &BB5 0335

Diear David,

Re: Independent Environmental Audit — Calala Battery Energy Storage System — S50 - 52785213

The Department of Planning, Housing and Infrastructure (DFHI) has appointed Urban Perspectives as the
Independent Auditor to carry out the initial Independent Envirenmental Audit {IEA] for the Calala Battery
Energy Storage Systern (Calala BESS), in accordance with Condition 14, Part C of 550 52786213,

Equis Energy (Australia), through the Ngumi 4 Asset Trust, received development approval from DPHI on
28 lune 2024 to deliver a 300-megawatt (MW /800 megawatt-hour (MWh) battery energy storage system
in the Tamworth Regional local government area. The facility is located approximately 5.8 kilometres
southeast of the Tamworth town centre, at 474 Calala Lane, Calala, Mew South Wales, It will connect to
Transgrid's existing Tarmworth 330 kilowaolt (kY] substation wia a dedicated transmission corridar, The BESS
and transmission cable reute are situated on land zoned RU4 — Primary Production Small Lots under the
Tamwaorth Regional Local Environmental Plan 2010 [LEP).

As part of the Environmental Impact Statement {EI5) exhibition process, the Biodiversity Conservation and
Science [BCS) Directorate reviewed the Response to Submissicns (Res), Amended Report (4R), and the draft
Development Consent (DC) for the Calala BESS, The key conditions provided by BCS include preparation of
a Biodiversity Management Flan [BMP) and retirernent of biodiersity offset credits. The scope of the audit
will include assessment of compliance with the development consent conditions incleding thiose relevant
te the BMP, Biodiversity Offset Obligations, as well as impact to Box Gum Woodland.

To assist with the preparation of the audit, we imvite you ta advise us of any concerns or matters you wish
to be considered within the audit scope, especially those associated with the BMP, Blodiversity Offset
Obligations, as well as impact management and mitigation to Box Gum Woodland. The audit will be
conducted in accordance with the M5W Department of Planning, Industry and Environment’s Independent
Audit - Post Approval Reguirements (May 2020].

Please provide vour response by the end of the month, Should vou have any questions regarding the auwdit,
feel free to contact me directhy.

Kind regards,

/ o
Stuart Wilmaot

Frincipal / Lead Auditor

P:+ 61 2 BO7L 4587 | M; D425 227 246
E: stuarti@ urbanperspectives. cam.ag

Towm Planning # Environmental Assessment + Digital Systems
Businass Salutions for ie Envirmnmant
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Wassef Hussain

From: David Geering =David. Geeringd@environment.nsw.gov.au >
Sent: Tuesday, 12 August 2025 T:46 AM

To: Wassef Hussain

Subject: RE: Calala BESS Independent Ervironmental Audit 2025

CAUTIOMN: This email originated from outside of the organization. DO NOT CLICK links or open

attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Hi Wassef

Thank you for you e-mail. | will redirect it to the most appropriate person.

Im future, can you please direct all such correspondence to our general mailbox

rog, ne@environmeant, new, gov.au, This will ensure that it goes to the officer dealing with that particular matter,

Regards
David

David Geering

Senlor Conservation Planning Officer

Morth West Conservation Programs, Heritage & Regulation Group
Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water

wiw. dple. nsw.gov.au

48-52 Wingewarra Street, Dubbo 2830

PO Box 2111 Dubbo MSW 2830

T:02-6883-5335 | E david.geering@environment.nsw.gov.au
48-52 Wingewarra Street, Dubbo NSW 2830

Wik
NSW

From: Wassef Hussain <wassefi@urbanperspectives.com.aus
Sent: Monday, 11 August 2025 5:15 PM

To: David Geering =David. Geering@environment, nsw.gov.au>
Ce: Stuart Wilmot <stuart@urbanperspectives.com.aus
Subject: Calala BESS Independent Environmental Audit 2025

Dresar Dawid,

| hope you're doing well. Kindly refar to the attached documentation associated with the Calala Battery Energy

Storage System (Calala BESS) 38D 52786213 Independant Environmental Audit.

Kind regards,

Wassef Hussain | Semior Environmental Consultant
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Urban Perspectives | Suite 408, Level 4, 88 Fovesux 5t, Surry Hills MSW 2010

Offlce ph: + 61 2 BO71 4580
Mobile: 0451 B&1 528

This email is intendad For the addresses(s) named and may contain confddantial and/for privileged
informationt

Eyou are not the intended recipient, please notid the sender and then deleta it immediataly®
Any views expressed inthis email are those ofthe individual sender except where the sender
expressly and with authority states them to be the views ofthe NSW Department ofClimate Change,

Energy, the Environment and Water

PLEASE CONSIDER THE ENVIRONMENT BEFORE PRINTING THIS EMAIL
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Wassef Hussain

Fram: David Geering <David Geering@enironiment. nsw. gov.au »
Sent: Monday, 18 Avgust 2025 2-54 Fi

Ta: Wassaf Hussain

Subject: RE: Calala BESS Independent Environmental Sudit 2025
Attachrments: Rasponse - Calala BESS - Independent Audit pdf

CAUTIOM: This email originated from outside of the organization. DO NOT CLICK links or open

attachments unless you recognize the sendar and know the content is safa.

Hi'Wassaf

Please find attachad owr responsa in regards the independent anvironmental audit of Calala BESS.

Please contact me directhy il you have any questions,
Regards
David

David Geering

Sanlor Consarvation Planning Officer

Morth Waest Conservation Programs, Heritage & Regulation Group
Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water

wiwe dpiensw. gav.au

4B8-52 Wingewarra 3reet, Dubbo 2830
PO Bax 2111 Dubbo MW 2830

T (2-6E83-5335 | E david.georingiiervironmant. new.gow.au
48-52 Wingewarra Street, Dubbo NSW 2830

A
NEW

From: Wassef Hussaln <wassef@urbanperspectives.com.au>
Sent: Monday, 11 August 2025 5:15 PM

To: David Geering <David.Geering@environment.new_gov.aus
Co: Stuart Wilmot <stuart@urbanperspectives.com.au»

Subject: CM Record: Calala BESS Independent Environmental Audit 2025

Dizar Dawid,

I hope you're doing well, Kindly refer to the attached documeniation associated with the Calala Batiery Energy

Storage Systern (Calala BESS) 550 52786211 Independent Ervironmental Audit,

Kind regards,

Wassef Hussain | Senior Enviranmental Cansultant
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Urban Perspectives | Suite 405, Level 4, 88 Foveasus 58, Surry Hills MSW 2010

Ofice gh: + G171 2 6071 4590
Maohile: 3451 881 528

Thizs amail is intendad for the addressse(s) named and may contain confdential andSor privileged
information

IFyou are not the intended recipient, please notity the sender and then delete itimmediatelyd
Any views exprassad in this email are those ofthe individual sender except where the sender
axpressly and with authority states them to be the views ofithe NSW Departmant o Climate Change,

Energy, the Environment and YWaterd?

PLEASE CONSIDER THE ENVIROMMENT BEFORE PRINTING THIS EMAIL

Page | 144



Calala BESS Independent Environmental Audit (2025)

‘\' ". Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water
N
m%usnr

Cur ref: DOC2EETTEAS
Your ref 350 527EE213

Wassef Hussain

Seniar Environmeantal Consultant
Urban Perspectives
wassefiurbanperspectives.com.au

Dear Wassef,
Calala Battery Energy Storage System — Independent Environmental Audit

Thank you for your e-mail dated 29 November 2024 1o the Conservation Programs, Heritage and
Regulation Group (CPHR) of the NSW Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment
and Water (NSW DCCEEW) inviting seeking input into an indepandent environmental audit of the
Calala Battery Energy Storage System (BESS).

CPHR nates that the scope of Urban Perspective's audit will include assessment of compliance
with the development consent conditions including those relevant o the Biodiversity Managemeni
Plan (BMP), biodiversity offset obligations and impact management and mitigation to Box Gum
Woodland. These are key issues that CPHR would like investigated.

We also suggest that confirmation be provided that the vegetation buffers (landscape screening) at
the locations identified in the figure in Appendix 1 of the project consent have been established,

CPHR is interested in the outcomes of this audit of the project, and we are willing to mest with you
to provide any further background if needed.

If you have any quastions about this advice, please do not hasitate to contact David Geering,
Senjor Consenvation Planning Officer, via david geering@environment nsw, gov.ad or (02) GE83
5335,

Yours sincaraly

{artz

Candice Larkin
AjSenior Team Leader Planning North West
Conservation Programs, Heritage and Regulation Group

18 August 2025

T M & NI TS imie Il MW . g o & 1wironmeant.new. gov.au |1
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Tamworth Local Aboriginal Land Council
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TAMWORTH LOCAL ABORIGINAL LAND COUNCIL

A05 F BE Fovaaus Strest, Suery Hilla NSW 3N0 Sustralia
ﬁ‘ admimiebanpenpachives com.m

1300 F50 385

Aupgust 11, 2025

Fiona Snape

Chief Executive Officer

Tamworth Local Aboriginal Land Council
13 Marius 5t, Tamwarth

MSW, 2340, Australia

P 102) 6766 5028

E: admin@tamworthlalc.com.au

[hear Flona,

Re: Independent Envircnmental Audit — Calala Battery Energy Storage Systerm — S50 - 52786213

The Department of Planning, Housing and Infrastructure [DPHI) has appointed Urban Perspectives as
the Independent Auditor te carry out the initial Independent Environmental Audit (IEA) for the Calala
Battery Energy Storage System (Calala BESS), in accordance with Condition 14, Part Cof 550 52786213,

Equis Energy (Australia), through the Npumi 4 Asset Trust, received development approval from DPHI
on 28 June 2024 to deliver a 300-megawatt {MW) / 600 megawatt-hour (MWh) battery energy storage
system in the Tamwaorth Regional local government area. The facility is located approximately 5.8
kilometres southeast of the Tamworth town centre, at 474 Calala Lane, Calala, New South Wales, It
will connect to Transgrid's existing Tamwarth 330 kilovolt (kY] substation via a dedicated transmission
corridor. The BESS and transmission cable route are situated on land zoned RU4 - Primary Production
Emall Lots under the Tamwoerth Regional Local Envirenmental Plan 2010 (LEP],

The scope of the audit will include assessment of compliance with the development consent
conditions and relevant management plans, To assist with the preparation of the audit, we invite you
to advise us of any concerns or matters you wish to be considered within the audit scope. The audit
will be conducted in accordance with the NSW Department of Planning, Industry and Environment’s
Independent Audit = Post Approval Requirements (May 2020).

Please provide your response by the end of the month. Should you have any questions regarding the
audit, feel free to contact me directly.

Kind regards,

i
P -~

Stuart Wilmot

Principal / Lead Auditor

P+ 61 280714587 I M: 0425 227 246
E: stuart@urbanperspectives.com.au

Tawn Flanning « Ervironmantal Assessmant « Digeal Systams
Busirass Soltans far the Environmont
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Calala BESS Independent Environmental Audit 2025

o = I
Wassef Hussain . . ﬂ
WH -

o admin@tamworthlalc.com.au Mon 11/08
Cc  Stuart Wilmot

. Calala BESS Independent Audit Consultation - Tamworth LALC. pdf - F3 Open POFs in Adobe Acrobat
4 MB

Dear Fiona,

| hope you're doing well. Kindly refer to the attached documentation associated with the Calala Battery Energy
Storage System (Calala BESS) SSD 52786213 Independent Environmental Audit.

Kind regards,
Wassef Hussain | Senior Environmental Consultant
Urban Perspectives | Suite 405, Level 4, 88 Foveaux 5t, Surry Hills NSW 2010

Office ph: + 61 2 8071 4580
Mobile: 0451 881 529
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Transport for NSW (TfNSW)

A05 § B Fovanus Strest, Surry Hills BEW A0 Suitralia
b‘ admin@harbanpeepsctives com, ms

1300 758 353

August 11, 2025

Alexandra Power

Team Leader Development Services-Renewables
Community & Place

Regional and Cuter Metropaolitan, TINSW

T: 1300019 680

E: development. westEtranspart, nsw.goy. au

Dear Alexandra,

Re: Independent Environmental Audit — Calala Battery Energy Storage Systerm — 550 - 52786213

The Department of Planning, Howsing and Infrastructure [DPHI) has appointed Urban Perspectives as the
Independent Auditor to carry cut the initial Independent Environmental &udit (IEA) for the Calala Battery
Energy Storage System {Calala BESS), im accordance with Condition 14, Part £ of 55D 52786213,

Equis Energy (Australia), through the Ngumi 4 Asset Trust, received development approval from DPHI on
28 lune 2024 to deliver a 300-megawatt (MW) / 600 megawatt-hour [MWh) battery energy storage system
in the Tamworth Regional loecal government area. The facility is located approximately 5.8 kilometres
sputheast of the Tamworth town centre, at 474 Calala Lane, Calala, Mew South Wales. It will connect to
Transgrid's existing Tamworth 330 kilovalt (kY] substation via a dedicated transmission corridor. The BESS
and transmission cable route are situated on land zoned RU4 — Primary Production Small Lots under the
Tarmworth Regional Lacal Ervironmental Plan 2010 [LEP).

As part of the Environmental Impact Statement (EI5) exhibition process, TINSW provided recommended
conditions that included provision of infermation on road upgrades required for heavy vehicles escort, and
that of proposed parking. The scope of the audit will include assessment of compliance with the
development consent conditions, including implementation of the Traffic Management Plan [TMP} with
specific consideration of matters stated above,

T assist with the preparation of the audit, we invite you to advise us of any concerns or matters you wish
to be considered within the audit scope. The audit will be conducted in accordance with the NSW
Department of Flanning, Industry and Environment’s Independent Audit = Post Appraval Reguirements
{May 2020).

Please provide your response by the end of the month. Should youw have any questions regarding the audit,
feel free to contact me directly,

Kind regards,

e -~

Stuwart Wilmaot
Principal / Lead Auditar

P:+ 6128071 4587 I M: 0425 227 246
E: stuarti@urbanperspectives.com.au

Town Planning « Ervironmantal Assessmant « Digeal Systems
Businasy Solutians far the Envirmonment
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OFFICIAL

From: Wassef Hussain swassef@urbanperspectives.com.aus

Sent: Monday, 11 August 2025 5:12 PM

To: Development West <development.westi@transport.nsw.gov.aus
Ce: Stuart Wilmet <stuart@ urbanperspectives. com . aus

Subject: Calala BESS Independent Environmental Audit 2025

You don't often get emall from wassef@urbanperspectives com.aw, Leann why this is important

CAUTION: This email is sant from an extamal source, Do not click any links or opan attachments unless you recognisa the sendar
and know the content is safa.

Dear Alexandra,

| hope you're doing well. Kindly refer to the attached documentation associated with the Calala Battery Energy
Storage System [Calala BESS) S50 52786213 Independant Enviranmental Audit,

Kind ragards,
Wassel Hussain | Senior Environmeantal Consultant
Urban Perspectives | Suite 405, Level 4, 38 Foveaux 51, Surry Hills NSW 2010

Office ph: + 61 2 8071 4550
Mobile: D451 831 529

Thiis email is inbanded enly lor the addresses and may cantain confidential infarmaiion. If yeu receive his email in aror please delets it and any
attachments and notity the sender immediately by reply email Transport for NSW takes all care b ensure thal atachments are free from viruses or

afhar delects, Trarsport for NSW assuma no liability for any less, damage or ather consequences which may arksa from apening or using an
attachment.

p"j Consider the environment. Pleass don't print this e-maill unless really necessary,
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Wassef Hussain

From: Development West <developmentwest®transportnsw.gov.au >
Sent: Monday, 11 August 2025 513 PM

Te: Wassef Hussain

Subject: Autematic reply: Calala BESS Independent Environmental audit 2025

; CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization, DO NOT CLICK links or open
attachmeants unless you recognize the sender and know the contant is safe.

THIS I5 A SYSTEM GEMERATED EMAIL

Thank you for your email. Transpart for NSW (TFNSW) value your enguiry and confirm that it has been
received by the Development Services West team.

We endeavour to respond to all development related referrals within 21 days.

Development Services West
Transport Planning

Planning, Integration and Passenger
Transport for NSW

T: 1300 019 680 E: development.west@transport.nsw.gov.au

transport. nsWw. gov.au

This email is intended caly for the addressee and may contain canfidertial infarmation. If you receive this email in eror please delete it and any
attachmants and notity the sandar immediataly by raply email. Transpart for MSW {akes &l cara to ensure thal attachments are free frem viruses ar
ofbwar dielecis. Trarsgport for NSW assume ne liabiity for any lcss, damage or other consequences which may arise from apaning or using an
altachment.

ﬁ Consider the environment. Pleass dom’l prind this e-mail unless really necessary.
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Wassef Hussain

From: Rosa Gillogly <Rosa. Gillogly@transport.nsw.gov.au >

Sent: Thursday, 14 August 2025 3:34 PM

Ta: Wassef Hussain; Alexandra Long

Ce: Stuart Wilmot

Subject: REMZ25/00082,/003: Calala BESS Independent Ervironmental Audit 2025

. CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the arganization. DO NOT CLICK links or open
-attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Hi Wassef,

| can confirm the Development Services Renewables team has received your email.

This has been registered and the matter has been assigned to case officer — @Alexandra Long
TINSW reference — REN25/00082/003

Please ensure all future correspondence is sent 1o — development renewables@ransport nsw,gov.au
Kind Regards,

Rosa Gillogly

Development Assessment Support Officer

Developmient Services West

Transport Mlanning — Planning, Integration and Passenger
Transport for NSW

E rosa.gillogly i ransport. new . 2ov. au

transport.nsw.gov.au

Level 1 51-55 Currajang Street
Parkes NSW 2ETD

I wiork flexibly. Unless it suits you, | don't expect you to read or respond to roy emails outside of your normal work
haurs,

Transport
Tor NSW

I recopnise and acknowledpe that modermn Mew South Wabes i5 an overlay on Abariginal land and that many of the transport routes
of today follow songlines Abonginal people have followed for tens of thousands of vears, | pay my respects to the Aborigingl peaple
af M5W and Elders past and present

Please consider the environrment before printing this email.
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Wassef Hussain

From:
Sent:
Teo:

Ce:
Subject:

Alexandra Long <Alexandra Long@transpart.nsw.gov.al >

Wednesday, 27 August 2025 327 AM

Wassef Hussain

Tim Mitchell

REM25/00082/003 - Calala BESS -TfMSW Environmental Audit Response

CAUTION: This emnail originated from outside of the organization. DO NOT CLICK links ar open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Att: Wassef Hussain | Senior Environmental Consultant

Thankyou for contacting TINSW in reference to 550-52786213, Part C, Condition 14 being the
independant audit for Calala BESS .

The following key matters are noted for your attention and should be reviewed as part of the audit,
particularly in relation to the approved conditions of consent and the Traffic Management Plan (TMP):

« Compliance with the reguirements of the Traffic Management Plan,

«  Compliance with conditions of consent particularly Part B ENVIRBOMMENTAL CONDITIONS -
GEMERAL, conditions B1 to B10.

*  Review of the operation of the access intersection and compliance with the increase in traffic
volumes as per the nominated approval dated 28 June 2024

* Road upgrade/intersection treatment works are conducted as outlined within the Consant.

* Road upgrades required for heavy vehicles requiring escort and proposed parking provisions

{Condition BY)

« Wehicle moverments are aligned to numbers indicated in TMP and nominated Approval
(specifically Condition B1 & B4).

*  Heavyvehicles to use only the access routes as described in condition B1 - BS.

¢ Traffic control plan (Condition B 10 (c){ii)).

*  Compliance with the Drivers” Code of Conduct (Condition B 10({d)) is effectively monitored,
with particular emphasis on the requirements for carpooling and informing drivers of
presvailing road conditions.

Kind Regards,

Alexandra Long

Develapment Services Case Officer- Renewabiles

Transpart Planning

Planning, Integration and Passenger

Transport for NSW

P 1300 019 680 E development.renewables@transport.nsw.gov.au

ransport.nsw . goy.au

Working days Monday-Friday 9.30-5.30pm
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Transport
far NSW

i

CIFFICIAL

Tris email is intended only or the addresses and may conlain conlidential information. H you recere this emal in ermor please deleie & and any
altachments and noilfy tha sendar immadiaialy by raply amail Transpo tor NSW takes &l cans fo ansurs thal afiachmanis aea rag Inom vingaes or
thar delects. Tranggear] lor HSW saaums nd lisbiily 1or any loes, damage o glher condequanse which may &rie IGm epaning o using an
altachment

.;*, Consider the enwironmend. Please don't print this e-mail unless really necsssary,

CIFFICIAL
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Rural Fire Services (RFS)

4035 B Fovaaus Steest, Surry Hills MW 200 Auitralia
ﬁ.‘. sdmingrbkanpernpactves cnm,

1300 F50 303

August 11, 2025

Allyn Purkiss

Manager, Flanning & Environment Services
Built & Matural Environment

Rural Fire Services [RF5) NSW

T: (02) 8741 5555 | F: (02) 8741 5550

Dear Allyn,

Re: Independent Envirenmental Audit — Calala Battery Energy Storage System — 550 - 52786213

The Department of Planning, Housing and Infrastructure (DPHI) has appointed Urban Perspectives as
the Independent Auditor to carry out the initial Independent Environmental Audit (IEA) for the Calala
Battery Energy Storage System (Calala BESS), in accordance with Condition 14, Part Cof 550 52786213,

Equis Energy [Australia), through the Mgumi 4 Asset Trust, received development approval from DPHI
an 28 June 2024 to deliver a 300-megawatt (MW) / 800 megawatt-hour (MWh] battery energy storage
system in the Tamworth Regional local government area. The facility is located approximately 5.8
kilometres southeast of the Tamworth town centre, at 474 Calzala Lane, Calala, New South Wales. It
will connect to Transgrid's existing Tamwarth 330 kilovolt (kV) substation via a dedicated transmission
corridor. The BESS and transmission cable route are situated on land zoned RU4 = Primary Production
Small Lots under the Tamwaorth Regional Lecal Envirenmental Plan 2010 (LEF).

Az part of the Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) exhibition process, the NSW Rural Fire Service
[RFS) provided recommended conditions in correspondence dated 18 December 2023, These
recommendations included the preparation of a Fire Management Plan, establishment of Asset
Protection Zones, and provision of adequate firefighting water supply. The scope of the audit will
include assessment of compliance with the development consent conditions and relevant
management plans, including specific consideration of fire safety measures such as the Fire
Managemaent Plan, Asset Protection Zones, and firefighting water supply.

To assist with the preparation of the audit, we invite you to adwise us of any concerns or matters you
wizsh to be considered within the audit scope. The audit will be conducted in accordance with the NSW
Department of Planning, Industry and Enwironment’s Independent Audit — Post Approval
Requirements (May 2020).

Please provide your response by the end of the month. Should you have any guestions regarding the
audit, feel free to contact me directly,

Kind regards,

)
o -~

Stuart Wilmot
Principal / Lead fuditor

Pi+51 2 8071 4587 | M: 0425 227 245
E: stuart@urbanperspectives.com.au

Tawn Planning + Ervironmantal Assessmant « Digial Systams
Busimess Solbdions for the Environmend
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Wassef Hussain

From: Webmaster <webmaster@rs.nsw.gov.aus

Sent: Tuesday, 12 August 2025 10:12 AM

To: Wassef Hussain

Subject: RE: Calala BESS Independent Ervironmental Audit 2025

CAUTIOMN: This email originated from outside of the organization. DO NOT CLICK links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Hi
Thank you for your email.
Your enquiry has been forwarded to the relevant deparment.

Kind Regards
MSW Rural Fire Service

From: Wassef Hussain <wassef@urbanperspectives.com.aus=
Sent: Monday, 11 August 2025 5:14 PM

To: Webmaster cwebmaster@rfs_nsw.gov.au>

Ce: Stuart Wilmot <stuart@urbanperspectives.com.au>
Subject: Calala BESS Independent Environmental Audit 2025

¥You don't often get email from wassef@urbanperspectives.com.au, Learn why this is important
ATTM: allyn Purkiss, Manager, Planning & Environment Services

Dear Allyn,

| hope you're doing well. Kindly refer to the attached documentation associated with the Calala Battery Energy
Storage System (Calala BESS) 550 52786213 Independent Environmental Audit.

Kind regards,
Wassef Hussain | Senior Envirenmental Consultant
Urban Perspectives | Suite 405, Level 4, 88 Foveaux 51, Surry Hills NSV 2010

Office ph: + 61 2 BO71 4580
Mobile: 0451 B&1 529
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FIRE & RESCUE NSW

05 7 B8 Foveaus Strest, Surry Hills MEW 300 Auitrelia
ﬁ.‘ adminiharbanpermpectives com,ms

1500 50 353

August 11, 2025

Richard Jay

Station Officer

Operational Liaison and Special Hazards Unit
Fire & Rescue NSW

File Mo: FRNZ2/4658 BFS24/3297 8000035891
TRIM Doc. Mo. D24/68745

E: firesafety@fire nsw gov.au

Dear Richard,

Re: Independent Ervironmental Audit — Calala Battery Energy Starage Systerm — 550 - 52786213

The Department of Planning, Housing and Infrastructure [DPHI) has appointed Urban Perspectives as the
Independent Auditar ta carry cut the initial Independent Environmental Audit (IEA} for the Calala Battery
Energy Storage System |Calala BESS), in accordance with Condition 14, Part © of 550 52786213,

Equis Energy (Australia), through the Mgumi 4 Asset Trust, received development approval from DPHI on
28 June 2024 to deliver a 300-megawatt (MW / 500 megawatt-hour (MWh) battery energy storage system
in the Tamworth Regional local government area, The facility is located approximately 5.8 kilometres
southeast of the Tamworth town centre, at 474 Calala Lane, Calala, Mew South Wales, 1t will connect to
Transgrid's existing Tamworth 330 kilowolt (kY] substation via a dedicated transmission corridor. The BESS
and transmission cable route are situated on land zoned BU4 — Primary Production Small Lots under the
Tarmworth Regional Local Environmental Plan 2010 (LEP).

As part of the Envirenmental Impact Statement (EI5) exhibition process, the Fire & Rescue NSW provided
recommended conditions following review of the draft development consent (DC) conditions. The
recommendations included the preparation of a Fire Safety Study, Emergency Flan, Emergency Services
Information Pack and Induction Package, The scope of the audit will include assessment of compliance
with the development consent conditions, especially conditions B27, B30 and B31, as well as the relevant
management plans, including specific consideration of fire safety measures such as the Fire Management
Plan, Asset Protection Zones, and firefighting water supgly.

To assist with the preparation of the audit, we invite you to advise us of any concerns or matters you wish
to be considered within the awdit scope, The audit will be conducted in accordance with the NSW
Department of Planning, Industry and Environment’s Independent Audit - Post Approval Requirements
(Miay 2020).

Please provide your response by the end of the month. Should you have any questions regarding the audit,
teel free to contact me directly.

Kind regards,

i
T -

Stuart Wilmot
Principal / Lead Auditor

P:4+ 61 2 8071 4587 1 M: 0425 227 246
E: stuart@urbanperspectives.com.au

Tawn Planning « Erviranmantal Assessmant + Dighal Systems
Busingss Solitions for the Environment

Page | 160



Calala BESS Independent Environmental Audit (2025)

Calala BESS Independent Environmental Audit 2025

Wassef Hussain ﬂ

To firesaf fire.nsw.gov.au Mon 11/08
Cc Stuart not

_— Calala BESS Independent Audit Consultation - FirefiRescue NSW.pdf - Open PDFs in Adobe Acrobat 3¢
4 MB

Dear Richard,

WH

| hope you're doing well. Kindly refer to the attached documentation associated with the Calala Battery Energy
Storage System (Calala BESS) SSD 52786213 Independent Environmental Audit.

Kind regards,

Wassef Hussain | Senior Environmental Consultant
Urban Perspectives | Suite 405, Level 4, 88 Foveaux St, Surry Hills NSW 2010

Office ph: + 61 2 8071 4590
Mobile: 0451 881 529
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DCCEEW - WATER ASSESSMENTS

405 § BE Fovaaus Sirest, Suery Hilln MEW 30 Suvieslia
ﬁ‘ adminirbanperpectives com, me

1300 F50 553

August 11, 2025

Reb Brownbill

Manager, Water Assessments, Knowledge Division

N3W Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water
E: water.assessments@dpie nsw.gov. au

Dear Rob,

Re: Independent Environmental Audit — Calala Battery Energy Storage System — 550 - 52786213

The Department of Planning, Housing and Infrastructure (DPHI) has appointed Urban Perspectives as
the Independent Auditor to carry out the initial Independent Environmental Audit {IEA]) for the Calala
Battery Energy Storage System (Calala BESS), in accordance with Condition 14, Part Cof 550 52786213,

Equis Energy (Australia), through the Ngumi 4 Asset Trust, received development approval from DFHI
on 28 June 2024 to deliver a 300-megawatt (MW / 800 magawatt-hour (MWh) battery energy starage
system in the Tamwaorth Regional local government area. The facility is located approximately 5.8
kilometres southeast of the Tamworth town centre, at 474 Calzla Lane, Calala, New South Wales. It
will connect to Transgrid’s existing Tamwarth 330 kilovelt (kv) substation via a dedicated transmission
corridor. The BESS and transmission cable route are situated on land zoned RU4 = Primary Production
Emall Lots under the Tamworth Regional Local Envirenmental Flan 2010 {LEF].

Az part of the Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) exhibition process, DCCEEW Water provided
recommended conditions following review of Response to Submissions (RTS), Amendment Report and
draft development consent conditions. The scope of the audit will include assessment of compliance
with the development consent conditions, particularly in relation to conditions B.27, B.28 and C1.

To assist with the preparation of the audit, we invite you to advise us of any cancerns or matters you
wish to be considered within the audit scope. The audit will be conducted in accordance with the NEW
Department of Planning, Industry and Environment's Independent Audit — Post Approval
Requirements (May 2020).

Please provide your response by the end of the month. Should you have any questions regarding the
audit, feel free to contact me directly,

Kind regards,

B e

Stuart Wilmot

Principal / Lead Auditor

P:+61 28071 4587 | M: 0425 227 246
E: stuart@urbanperspectives,com,au

Town Planming « Erviranmantal Assessmant « Digial Systems
Businass Solbdions far the Environment
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Calala BESS Independent Environmental Audit 2025

Wassef Hussain ﬂ

To water.assessments@dpie.nsw.gov. Mon 11/08

WH

Cc Stua

_—  (Calala BESS Independent Audit Consultation - DCCEEW - Water Assessments.pdf -
4 ME

Dear Rob,

| hope you're doing well. Kindly refer to the attached documentation associated with the Calala Battery Energy
Storage System (Calala BESS) SSD 52786213 Independent Environmental Audit.

Kind regards,

Wassef Hussain | Senior Environmental Consultant
Urban Perspectives | Suite 405, Level 4, B8 Foveaux St, Surry Hills NSW 2010

Office ph: + 61 2 8071 4590
Mobile: 0451 881 529
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Wassef Hussain

From: Maila Tabassum <nailatabassum@docesw. nsw.gov.au= on behalf of DCCEEW
Water Assessments Mailbox <water.assessments@docesw. nsw.gov.au»

Sent: Friday, 5 September 2025 11:09 AM

Ta: Wassef Hussain

Cc: Stuart Wilmot

Subject: RE: CM: Calala BESS Independent Environmental Audit 2025

Attachments: MSW DCCEEW Water - Calala BESS Independent Envirenmental &udit 2025 PDF

CAUTION: This email ariginated from outside of the organization, DO NOT CLICK links or opan
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Hi Wasszef,

Please see attached response from DCCEEW Water on this matter.

Thanks and Regards

Maila Tabassum
Assistant Projects Cfficer

‘Water Group | Department of Planning and Environment
E naila tabassum B NISW

dpie.naw.oov.au
Laval 17, 4 Parramatta Square, 12 Darcy Street | Locked Bag 5022 | Parramatta MSW 2150

Ouwr Vision: Together, we create thriving environments, communities and economics.

From: Wassef Hussain <wassef@urbanperspectives.com.aus

Sent: Monday, 11 August 2025 5:11 PM

To: DPIE Water Assessments Mailbox <water.assessments @dpie.nsw.gov.au>
Ce: Stuart Wilmot <stuart@urbanperspectives.com.au>

Subject: CM: Calala BESS Independent Environmental Audit 2025

Dear Rob,

I hope you're doing well. Kindly refer to the attached documentation associated with the Calala Battery Energy
Storage System (Calala BESS) S50 52786213 Independent Environmental Audit.

Kind regards,

Wassef Hussain | Senior Environmental Consultant
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Urban Perspectives | Suite 405, Level 4, 88 Foveaux 5t, Surmy Hills NSW 2010

Office ph: + 61 2 BO71 4550
Mobile: 0451 B&1 529
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\
W%
N5SW Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water GovERNMENT
Our ref: QUTZ2S10342

‘Wassef Hussain

Suite 408, Lavel 4, 88 Foveaux Street

Surry Hills NSW 2010
Email: wassef@urbanperspectives.com.au

5 September 2025

Subject: Calala BESS Independent Environmental Audit 2025
Dear Wassef Hussain,

| refar to vour request saeking advice from the NSW Department of Climate Change, Energy, the
Environmeant and Water (DCCEEW) Water Group on an upcoming audit for the above matter. It is
understood this consultation is in accordance with conditions of approval for the project,

MSW DCCEEW Water Group understands that the scope of the audit as cutlined under the
development consent and the reference guideling, “Independent Audit Post Approval
Raguirements (2020)7 extends to at least the following:

* |dentification of compliance requiremeants and documentation of any non-compliances.

«  Assaszmant of the adequacy and implementation of management plans and sub plans,

« Asseszment of compliance against relevant regulatory reguirements and legislation.

¢ Asseszment of compliance between actual and pradicted impacts in the environmental
assessment.

« Raporting requireaments for menagement plans,

* |dentification of strengths of the project in environmental management and opportunities
for improvemeant.

MSW DCCEEW Water Group requests that the audit address compliance with the following
specific elements of the consent conditions and related legislative requirements in a manner
consistent with the above audit scope:

& The requiremant to prepare and implement management plans that relate to water sources
and their dependant ecosystems and users, and associated impact management and
mitigation. These plans may includea:

o Water Management Plans and related sub-plans e.g., Site Water Balance, Erosion
and Sediment Control Plan, Stormwater Management Plan, Surface and
Groundwater Management Plan.

4 Parramatta Square, 12 Darcy Strest, Parramatta NSW 2120
Locked Bag 5022, Parramatta N3W 2124
httpssfwiww nsw.gov.auldepartments-and-agencies/doceey
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NSW Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water covernmenT

o Extraction Plans and related sub-plans e.g., Water Management Flan, Subsidence
Managemeant Plan.

The requirement to prepare and implemeant trigger action response plans for water source
impacts which set clearly definad limits and actions. This is to be reported on within annual
and exceedance-based reporting.
Water supply availability is clearly definad for the prajact.
Water take at the site wia storage, diversion, interception or extraction is clearly
documentad and is authorised by a relevant Water Access Licence or exemption under the
Water Management (General] Regulation 2025.
Water metering at the site is in accordance with the NSW Mon-Urban Metering Framewark
whera relevant.
Water Access Licence's used to account for water take by the project nominates the work
where the water is being taken from.
Annual reporting clearly documents: 1) water take, use and water source impacts, 2)
compares results with previous years, and 3) identifies exceedances and how these are

managad/mitigatad.

Should you have any further gueries in relation to this submission please do not hesitate to
contact NSW DCCEEW Water Assessments at water.assessments@dpie.nsw.gov.au

Yours sincearely,

- P W

Tim Baker
Senior Project Officer, Assessments, Knowledge Division
MNEW Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water

4 Parramatta Square, 12 Darcy Strest, Parramatta NSW 2150
Locked Bag 5022, Parramatta NSW 2124
hittpssfwww ngw. gov.au/departrments -and-agencles/docesw
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HERITAGE NSW

405 /F ff Foveaus Street, Surry Hill BSW A0 Auntrslin
ﬁ.‘. sdminErhanprmpactivas com.

1500 £ S50

August 11, 2025

Micole Davis

Manager Assessments

Heritage MSW

Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Enviranment and Water [DCCEEW)
M: 0419 762 918

E: alison.lamondi@evironment.nsw.gov.au

Dear Micole,

Re: In

The Department of Planning, Housing and Infrastructure (DPHI) has appointed Urban Perspectives as the
Independent Auditor to carry out the initial Independent Environmental Audit (IEA) for the Calala Battery
Energy Storage System {Calala BESS), in accordance with Condition 14, Part C of 55D 52786213,

Equis Energy (Australia), through the Ngumi 4 Asset Trust, received development approval from DPHI on
28 June 2024 to deliver a 300-megawatt (MW) /600 megawatt-howr [(MWh) battery energy storage system
in the Tamworth Regional local government area. The facility is located approximately 5.2 kilometres
southeast of the Tamworth town centre, at 474 Calala Lane, Calala, New South Wales, It will connect to
Transgrid’s existing Tamworth 330 kilovolt (kY] substation via a dedicated transmission corridor. The BESS
and transmission cable route are situated on land zoned RUA = Primary Production Small Lots under the
Tamwaorth Regional Local Environmental Plan 2010 (LEP).

As part of the Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) exhibition process, Heritage MSW reviewed the
Response to Submissions (Rt3], Amended Repart, and draft development consent conditions, Following
this rewiew, Heritage NSW provided recommended conditions, including requirements for ongoing
consultation with Registered Aboriginal Parties (RAPs) and regular updates on the State Significant
Development [550], Additionally, Heritage NSW submitted that the proponent maintains an up-to-date
contact list to be used in the event of the discovery of any unexpected Aboriginal heritage items. The scope
af the audit will include assessment of compliance with the development consent conditions and relevant
managemaent plans, including evidence of preparation of a Chance Finds Profocol and ongoing consultation
with the RAPs.

T assist with the preparation of the audit, we invite you to advise us of any concerns or matters you wish
to be considered within the audit scope. The audit will be conducted in accordance with the NSW
Department of Planning, Industry and Environment’s Independent Audit - Post Approval Reguirements
(May 2020).

Pleaze provide your response by the end of the month. Should youw have any questions regarding the audit,
feel free to contact me directly,

Kind regards,

e —

Stuart Wilmot
Principal / Lead Auditar

P2+ 81 2 8071 4587 | M: 0425 227 246
E: stuart@urbanperspect ves com. au

Tawn Planning + Ervviranmantal Assessmant + Diglal Systems
Businass Saldians far the Envirmamont
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Wassef Hussain

From: Alison Lamond <alison.lamond@doceew.nsw.gov.au=
Sent: Wednesday, 20 August 2025 11:45 AM

Ta: Wassef Hussain

Cee Stuart Wilmot

Subject: RE: Calala BESS Independent Emvronmental Auwdit 2025

. CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization, DO NOT CLICK links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the contant is safe.
Hello Wassef,
Thank yau for your referral sasking commeant from Haritage NSW an tha scope for the Independent
Environmental Audit for vour project. Please consider as a part of your audit scope any conditions relating to
haritaga within the Conditions of Consant for the project and any approved Managemant Plans. It is
recommended that the Department of Climate Change, Enargy, the Environmznt and Watar Compliance Team
be contacted via compliance@planning. nsw.gov.au to determing if there is any non-compliance with
Conditions of Consent for tha project.
If you have any questions regarding these comments, please contact
haritagamailbox@environmant.nsw. gov.au.

Kind regards,

Alison Lamond BS5ci, BA (Hons), (sheher)
AJ Strategic Manager - Major Projects
Herilage NSW

Department of Climate Change,

Energy, the Environment and Waler

M 0413 762 918 E glison lamond@egnvirgnment.new, gov.au
deoaaw new gov,au

Level 3, & Stewarl Ave
Mewcastle West NSW 2303

Lockad Bag 1002, Dangar NSW 2309

Working days Monday to Friday, 9:00am - 5:00pm

Wik

| acknowledge the traditional custadians of the land and pay respects to Elders past and present. | also acknowledge all the Abariginal and
Torres Strait Islander staff warking with NSW Government at this ime.

Please consider the environment bafore printing this email.

From: Wassef Hussain =swassef@urbanperspectives.com.aus
Sent: Monday, 11 August 2025 5:15 PM

To: Alison Lamond <alison lamand@environment, nsw gov.aus
Ce: Stuart Wilmot <stuart@ urbanperspectives.com.au>
Subject: Calala BESS Independent Environmental Audit 2025
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Dear Micola,

| hope you're doing well. Kindly refar to the attached documentation associated with the Calala Battery Energy
Storage System (Calala BESS) S50 52786213 Indepaendent Environmental Auwdit,

Kind regards,
Wassef Hussain | Senior Environmental Consultant
Urban Perspectives | Suite 405, Lavel 4, 88 Fovaaux 5t, Surry Hills MSW 2010

Office ph: + 61 2 8071 4550
Mobile: 0451 BE1 529
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APPENDIX D: Independent Audit Declaration Form
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Appendix A — Declaration af Independence Form Template

Declaration of Independence - Auditor

Project Name Calala Battery Energy Storage System (Calala BESS)
Consent Number 550 52786213

Description of Project  Construction of a 300megawatt (MW / 600 MWhour (MWh)
battery energy storage system [BESS), in the Tamworth Regional local government area, The
BESS would connect to TransGrid's existing Tamworth 230 kilovolt (kY] substation via a
transmission corridar,

Project Address 474 Calala Lane, Calala

Proponent The Trustee for Equis Energy (Australia) Mgumi 4 Asset Trust
{Equis)

Date 18 June 2025

I declare that:

i. lam not related to any proponent, owner, operator or other entity involved in the
delivery of the project. Such a relationship includes that of employer/employee, a
business partnership, sharing a common employer, a contractual arrangement ocutside
an Independent Audit, or that of a spouse, partner, sibling, parent, or child;

ii. ldonot have any pecuniary interest in the project, proponent or related entities. Such
an interest includes where there is a reasonable likelihood or expectation of financial
gain [other than being reimbursed for performing the audit) or loss to the auditor, or
their spouse, partner, sibling, parent, or child;

iii. 1'have not provided services (not including independent reviews or auditing) to the
praject with the result that the audit work performed by themselves ar their company,
except as otherwise declared to the Department prior to the audit;

iv. larm not an Environmental Representative for the project; and

v. lwill not accept any inducement, commission, gift or any other benafit from audites
arganisations, their employees or any interested party, or knowingly allow colleagues

to do so.

Motas:

a) Under section 10.6 of the Environmental Flarning and Assessment Act 1979 a person must not
inclede false or misleading information (or provide information for inclusion in) in a report of
monitaring data or an audit report produced to the Minister in connection with an audit if the
person knows that the information is false or misleading in a material respect. The proponent of an

Independent Audit Compliance Requirements |
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approved project must not fail to indude information in (or provide information for inclusion in) a
report of monitoring data or an audit report produced to the Minister in connection with an audit if
the person knows that the information is materially relevant to the monitoring or audit. The
maximum penalty is, in the case of a corporation, 51 million and for an individual, 3250,000; and

b} The Crimes Act 1900 containg other offences relating to false and misleading information: section

3078 {giving false or misleading information = maximum penalty 2 years imprisonment or 200
penalty units, or bath)

Mame of Proposed Auditor Stuart Wilmot

Signature

Qualification - Master’s in Urban and Regicnal Planning (1997

University of Sydney, Sydney

- Bachelor of Seience (1993) Macquarie University,
Marth Ryde, NSW

- Environmental Principal Auditor (2001) MATA Exernplar
Global Certification Mo, 105563

Company Urban Perspectives Ervironmental Solutions Pty Ltd
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Appendix A — Declaration of Independence Form Template

Declaration of Independence - Auditor

Project Mame Calala Battery Enargy Storage System [Calzala BESS)
Consent Number 550 527BR213

Description of Project  Construction of a 200megawatt (MW) / 600 MWhaur [MWh)
battery energy storage system [BESS), in the Tamworth Regional local government area. The
BESS would connect to TransGrid's existing Tamworth 330 kilovolt (kV) substation via a
transmission corridor.

Project Address 474 Calala Lane, Calala

Proponent The Trustee for Equis Energy [Australia) Ngumi 4 Asset Trust
[Equis)

Date 18 June 2025

I declare that:

i. lam not related to any proponent, owner, operator or other entity involved in the
delivery of the project. Such a relationship includes that of emplayer/employee, a
business partnership, sharing a common employer, a contractual arrangement outside
an Independent Audit, or that of a spousa, partner, sibling, parant, ar child;

ii. |donothave any pecuniary interest in the project, propenent or related entities. Such
an interest includes where there is a reasonable likelihood or expectation of financial
gain {other than being reimbursed for performing the audit) or loss to the auditor, or
their spouse, partner, sibling, parent, or child;

iii. | have not provided services [not including independent reviews or auditing) to the
project with the result that the audit work parformed by themseahvas or their company,
except as otherwise declared to the Department prior to the audit;

w. |am not an Environmental Representative far the project; and

v, |will not accept any inducement, commission, gift or any other benefit from auditee
organisations, their employees or any intarested party, or knowingly allow colleagues

to do so.

Motes:

a) WUnder section 10.6 of the Environmental Plonning and Assessment Act 15749 a person must not
include false or misleading infarmation (or provide infarmation for inclusion In) in a repost of
moanitoning data or an awedit report produced to the Minister in connection with an audit if the
person knows that the information is false or misleading in a material respect. The propenent of an

Indepandant Audit Compliance Requiramanis |
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approved project must not fail to include information in (or provide information forinclusion in) a
report of monitoring data or an avdit report produced to the Minister in connection with an audit i
the perscn knows that the information [s materially relevant to the monitoring or audit. The
raximum penalty i, in the case of a corporation, 31 million and for an individual, 5250,000; and

b} The Crimes Act 1500 contains other offences relating to false and misleading information: section
3078 [giving talse or misleading information — maximum penalty 2 years imprisonmant ar 200
penalty units, or both)

Mame of Proposed Auditor Wassef Hussain
Signature W.H.Hmm
Qualification - Master of Urban and Regional Planning, the University of

Sydney (2007, 2012-14)
= Bachelor of Environmental Engineering, the University of
Mew South Wales, Sydney (2006)
- Integrated Management Systems Lead Auditor (2020} -
{Certificate no. 8307256-6126060)

Company Urban Perspectives Emnvironmental Solutions Pty Lid
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APPENDIX E: IEA Plan
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AUDIT PLAN

Initial
Independent Environmental Audit (IEA)

CALALA BATTERY ENERGY STORAGE SYSTEM
SSD 52786213

September 2025
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Document Control

Rev

Details

Author

Reviewer

Approval

Date

Draft for internal
review

Wassef Hussain

Stuart Wilmot

15.08.2025
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1. Introduction

Urban Perspectives has been appointed by the Department of Planning to conduct an Independent
Environmental Audit (IEA) of the Calala Battery Energy Storage Systems (Calala BESS) located at 474
Calala Lane, Calala, NSW. The Minister for Planning and Public Spaces, being the consent authority,
approved the SSD on 28 June 2024 under section 4.36 of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act
1979. The Independent Environmental Audit (IEA) must satisfy Condition C14 of Development Consent
SSD 52786213 for the Calala BESS and must be conducted in accordance with the frequency and
requirements set out in the Independent Audit Post Approval Requirements, 2020 (PAR).

1.1  Purpose

The Independent Environmental Audit Report will present the methodology, objective assessment, key
findings, and recommendations on the environmental performance and compliance status of the Calala
Battery Energy Storage System (Calala BESS) from the 2025 IEA.

In accordance with the PAR, ongoing audits must be conducted at intervals of no more than 26 weeks from
the initial audit, or as otherwise agreed by the Planning Secretary, with the following required timing:

(a) within 3 months of commencing construction
(b) within 3 months of commencing operations

1.2 Scope

The IEA scope will be limited to the construction activities associated with the Calala BESS Stage 1 —
Construction.

1.2.1  IEA Period
The IEA period will be between September 2025 and November 2025 (this audit) with respect to the IEA

criteria. The scope of this IEA will not include any activity or evidence that does not fall within this IEA
period.

Key date Activities

Initial Independent Environmental Audit

18 June 2025 Commencement of construction under Stage 1a, including benching and
site establishment.

9 or 10 September 2025 Site inspection for Initial independent audit. This must be within 12
weeks of commencement of construction, or by 10 September 2025.

7 or 8 October 2025 Finalise and send draft initial independent audit report to CPP/Equis for
review within 4 weeks of completing the initial independent audit site
inspection.

3 or 4 November 2025 Initial Independent Audit Report (Final) to be submitted to the
Department by Equis. This must occur within 2 months of undertaking
the independent site inspection.

Key date Activities

Ongoing Independent Environmental Audit (IEA)

12 or 13 March 2026 Conduct site visit for ongoing Independent Audit, which is to occur no
greater than 26 weeks from the date of initial independent audit.

9 or 10 April 2026 Send near-finalised draft ongoing independent audit report to the Client
for review.
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Key date Activities

12 or 13 May 2026 Ongoing Independent Audit Report (Final) to be submitted to the
Department by the Client. This must occur within 2 months of
undertaking the independent site inspection associated with the ongoing
independent audit.

1.3  Objectives
The key objectives of this IEA are to:

e Observe construction activities, including site establishment works to verify whether ongoing
construction activities align with all approved conditions and management plans, including
adherence to design specifications, environmental guidelines and regulatory requirements.

e Assess the overall environmental performance of Stage 1, including benching and site
establishment works, and their impact on the receiving environment and identified sensitive
receivers.

¢ Review the adequacy and implementation of procedures and management plans developed in
accordance with the approval conditions.

e Based on observations and data, provide recommendations to enhance the overall environmental
performance of the development.

1.4 |Initial IEA Criteria

The IEA criteria are the requirements which the site will be assessed against. The IEA criteria for the site
will be as follows:

e Conditions of SSD-52786213, Calala BESS

e Environmental Management Plans and sub-plans as conditioned under the consent:
o Condition B10 — Traffic Management Plan (TMP)

Condition B16 — Biodiversity Management Plan (BMP)

Condition B33 — Emergency Plan

Condition B36 — Accommodation and Employment Strategy (AES)

Condition C1 — Environmental Management Strategy (EMS)

o O O O

2 Planning
The audit team comprises the approved independent auditors and includes management personnel of CPP
(Principal Contractor) and the Equis (the Proponent). The Department of Planning, Housing and

Infrastructure (DPHI) approved the nominated auditors on 24 June 2025.

Table 5: Approved Auditors

Person Role Qualifications
Stuart Wilmot Lead Stuart is a certified Lead Auditor with JAS-ANZ Exemplar Global
Auditor (Certificate No. 105563) and holds a Master’s degree in Urban and

Regional Planning (1997) from the University of Sydney and a
Bachelor of Science (1993) from Macquarie University.

Wassef Hussain | Assistant Wassef is a certified Lead Auditor with JAS-ANZ Exemplar Global
Auditor (Certificate No. 8307256-6126060). He has a Bachelor’s degree in
Environmental Engineering from the University of NSW, a Master’s
degree in Urban Planning from the University of Sydney, and
certificates in Project Management Practice (Cert IV) and Work
Health and Safety (Cert IV).
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Table 6: Project personnel

Person Position Organization

Francis Flynn Environmental Advisor Consolidated Power Projects Australia Pty Ltd.
Luke Perabo Senior Project Manager Consolidated Power Projects Australia Pty Ltd.
[Enter Name] HSE Manager Consolidated Power Projects Australia Pty Ltd.
[Enter Name] [Enter Position] Equis Australia Pty Ltd

[Enter Name] [Enter Position] Equis Australia Pty Ltd

3 Methodology

3.1 Pre-audit discussion

During the planning phase, the auditors will hold a pre-audit consultation remotely with CPP ahead of the
site visit. This teleconference will involve relevant key personnel and provide an opportunity to discuss and
clarify any matters arising from the review of documentation provided by CPP, including environmental
approvals, management plans, and incident reports. Also, during the meeting, the auditors may inquire
about any site-specific safety protocols, including PPE requirements related to the Calala BESS SSD.

3.2 Opening meeting

The auditors intend to hold an opening meeting with project personnel engaged in the development of the
Calala BESS on the first day of the site audit. Key staff involved in environment, safety, and quality
matters—such as the Environmental Advisor, Site Manager, and Site Supervisor—are expected to attend.

The Lead Auditor will present an overview of the IEA, covering:
e Team introductions
e Objectives, scope, and criteria
e Process and schedule
o Expectations and requirements

It is also an opportunity for CPP to make the audit team aware of Health and safety protocols (including
unique site rules).

3.3 Site Inspection

As part of the IEA, Urban Perspectives will conduct a comprehensive site inspection to
understand operational procedures and verify compliance through direct observation. The
CPP/Equis representative will arrange site access and accompany the audit team.

The inspection will focus on consent conditions and associated requirements to assess
compliance in line with the Department’s PAR guidelines. Activities will include:
e Observing practices and verifying implementation of controls and mitigation measures
outlined in approved management plans.
e Collecting evidence such as documents, photographs, monitoring records, and real-
time observations.
e Interviewing relevant personnel for clarification where required.
e Asking targeted questions based on consent conditions and each interviewee's area of
responsibility.
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3.4 Closing Meeting

Following the site inspection, a closing meeting will be held at the facility’s office meeting room with the
relevant project management personnel. The audit team will present preliminary findings to key outlining
both areas of high compliance and identifying non-compliances. The Lead Auditor may provide
recommendations as well as highlight the positive observations and good work practices pertaining to the
overall environmental management of the SSD. Discussions will focus on the importance of proactive
environmental management, with emphasis on the effectiveness of controls and mitigation measures
outlined in the approved management plans.

3.5 Initial IEA Program

Date Tue, 9 September 2025
Time 8:30 am
Location Calala BESS Site Office
474 Calala Lane, Calala, NSW 2340
Time Activities — Audit Phase
8:30 am Auditors arrive at Calala BESS facility.

8:40 am — 9: 00am

Auditors complete site induction.

9:10 am — 9:30 am

Opening meeting — the auditors provide an overview of the audit plan,
purpose & objectives for the day.

9:30 am — 11:30 am

o Site inspection — site walk with key personnel

¢ Interview and discussion with site personnel

e Evidence collection, including photographic documentation of work
activities, site establishment, relevant work areas, access & access,
equipment, asset, etc.

11:30am - 12: 30PM

Review of documentation available on site provided by CPP / Equis.
Collection and documentation of evidence.

12:30 pm — 1:30 pm

Lunch break / recess

1:30pm — 3:30pm

Review of documentation available on site provided by CPP / Equis.
Collection and documentation of evidence.

3:30 pm —4:00 pm

Closing Meeting

Date / Timing

Activities — Reporting

30 September 2025

The auditors will finalise and send draft report of initial independent audit
to CPP/Equis for review within 4 weeks of completing site inspection.

10 October 2025

Draft report, with suitable comments sent to the Auditors.

29 October 2025

Final report prepared and resent to CPP/Equis for submission to the DPHI
via Major Project Portal.
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Photo A2-1: Approval for Staging Request by the Department

Department of Planning, Housing and Infrastructure m

Oiur rel; SSO-SITREF13-PA-13

Elizabeth Zoronda

Approvals and Permit Complance Manager

The Trustes for Equis Enengy (fusiralia) Ngumi 4 Assel Trest
385 Thes Explanade

Blrighion, WiIC, 3186

1AM
Sutgect Calala DESS - Requisl o furies ALage enksprmant
Diaar bs Zorondo

I reder o your bter deled I8 May 025 regandirsg slogng e consbrucBon of The Calals BESS (550D
EZTHEMI-PA-13L b B undarsiood thal Eguis 5 seaking the Planning Secrolary's Sgnesen e 1o Sons !
thres BESS in bW SLaQos dul 10 commeancial offtake ETangemionts. § is propossed 1o consinect tha firs
stage of 250N folicwed by @ Seoond siage of SOMW. B & noted that the Fire Saloty Shudy (FSS5) il bo
propared bor e anline perojact (OB )

The Depariment has carefully corsidened your request and 5 satsded they are necessary b ensue e

mely delvery of e poect Accordingly, as nomines of e Planning Secretary, | agres o e
consineclion of the BESS in beo steges nclading an intial 25088Y folovwed by SO .

g cordafer hal i i neceseary [0 Slags e desalogman] as Aol

= Skage Tac commence road upgrades of manionance works 0 The public road netecrk,
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= Stage b ComMMencs ConsinecBon nclsding bul nol miled lo, T camying oul of sy sarfreorks
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= Stege 1d: continuation of BESES consinuclion including mosvemment of beany veliches reguiring
escort during Conglneclicn as described in Condition B1 of Schedule 2 of Consent

= Stage 2: BESS Opesration; and

= Stage J: BESS Decommassoning.

Tha FS35 musi be approsed By the Planning Secretany. incleding writlen conflemation from FRMSY thal it
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Wours sincerchy
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Photo A2-2: Surveyor’s Drawing showing the fence line clearance from the boundary
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Photo A3-1: Planning Secretary’s agreement allowing early works to build site access and upgrade
Calala Lane

Department of Planning, Housing and Infrastructure ‘!i%

—_—

GOVERMMENT
Cur ref: (SSD-52786213-PA-4)

Elizabeth Zorondo

Approvals and Permit Compliance Manager

The Trustee for Equis Energy (Australia) Ngumi 4 Asset Trust
36 The Esplanade

Brighton, Victoria, 3186

050372025

Subject: Calala BESS — Sile accass and upgrade of Calala Lane
Dear Ms Zorondo

| refer to your submission dated 11 February 2025, requesting the Planning Secretary's agreement to
allow site establishment work to commancea on site in parallel with tha construction of the site access
point off Calala Lane as required by Condition BE of Schedule 2 of the development consent
(S5D-52786213-PA-4).

To enable the safe delivery of the access point off Calala Lane only limited construction activites are
proposed. tis noted that the work would be limited to the following:

* on-site car parking for construction personnel involved in the initial construction works;
+ ftemporary buildings (for site establishment]);
« construction laydown & compound areas; and

+ internal access road.

To facilitate the works occurring in parallel, prior to any construction commencing on site it is understood
that all pre-construction and construction reguirements would be completed and approved as required by
the development consent. This includes but is not imited to the preparation of all required management
plans and strategies, dilapidation surveys, and the retirement of biodiversity credits that are required prior
to the commencemeant of construction.

In considering this request the Department has carefully reviewed the information provided, including
Tamworth Regional Council's agreament to the proposal.

As nominee of the Planning Secretary, in accordance with Condition B& of Schedule 2, | agree that the
the work identified as necessary to support the construction of the site access can occur concurrently.

Al pre-construction and construction requirements will need to be completed and approved as required
by the development consent prior to any work being undertaken on site.

The site access point off Calala Lane must be completed within 2 months of commencement of the
upgrade or prior to any other construction activities beyond those listed commencing on site.

If you wizh to discuss the matter further, please contact Keren Halliday on (02) 8288 6444,

4 Parramatla Square, 12 Darcy Skeel, Parramatia NSW 2150 wvw dphi nsw govau 1
Locked Bag 6022, Parramatia MSW 2124

Yours sincerely

Resource Assessments

As nominee of the Planning Secretary
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Photo A8-1: Construction works in progress for the preparation of BESS and car park

View facing north-east and east of development site

(left) view facing eastern boundary of development site
(right) temporary access track for the movement heavy vehicles and mobile plant

(left) View looking north towards site access point off Calala Lane
(right)) Diversion drain being constructed
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Photo A9-1: Calala lane road condition at the site access point, facing south across Calala Lane

Photo A9-2: Looking north-west on Calala Lane over the site access point
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Photo A10-1: Mobile plant equipped with fire-extinguishers appropriately tagged. Service history
demonstrating mechanical and safety checks performed
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Calala BESS Independent Environmental Audit (2025)

Photo A10-2: Mobile plant inspection form

I Detail Is there an applicable Risk Assessment available with  ye
the Plant? (A copy MUST be obtained)
. . Is the Operators Manual available in the plant? (A
Mobile Plant In ion FRM-S12 Yes
obile Plant Inspectio 5123 copy MUST be obtained)
Inspection ld Conducted On . 2
INP- 175279244 752487 18-07-2025 08.47:27 AM Is there a current Crane Safe certificate? (A copy Not-Applicable
MUST be obtained)
Does the plant require registration? Not-Applicable
Prepared By
Jarrad Erbs Is the plant registered? Not-Applicable
Plant Details Is there a current Drill Rig Safe certificate? Not-Applicable
Plant Plant Type:
Plant Id: PLT-359455
Plant Make : JCB General
Plant Registration : 55244E Fire Extinguisher in date? Yes
QOrganisation : DJN Plant
i Acceptable
Status : IN SERVICE Service brekes o
Mileage : 505
. Park Brake Acceptable
Last Service Date : 2024-05-10
Last Service Mileage : 500
o Seat Belts and Seat Acceptable
Next Service Date : 2026-05-10
Next Service Mileage : 1000 Reverse Alarms Acceptable
Beacon Acceptable
Documentation
Acceptable
Is there a maintenance history witnessed for the Yes Horn P
plant?
Risk Assessment Compliant
Is there an indicator (e.g. sticker) advising when the Yes )
next service is due? Pre-Start Book Compliant
Is the plant within its next service date (or hours)? Yes SOP / Operator's Manual Compliant
Lights Acceptable FOPs Fitted Not-Applicable
Machine Guards Acceptable Damage to cabin Not-Applicable
Wipers Acceptable Rubbish in Cabin Compliant
UHF Radio fitted Compliant Windows Clean Compliant
E-Stop Compliant Lockable reservoir caps Not-Applicable
First aid kit Compliant Vandal Covers Not-Applicable
Fit for Purpose Compliant Cantrals / Switches Compliant
SWL Displayed Not-Applicable Hoses / Fittings Compliant
Load Chart Fitted Not-Applicable Electrical Test & Tag Compliant
Quick Hitch Not-Applicable Rigging Equipment Tagged Not-Applicable
Tyres / Track Conditions Compliant Maintenance Stickers Visible Compliant
Attachments Secure Compliant Maintenance in date Compliant
Hydraulic leaks. Compliant Drill Rigs - Is the auxiliary hoist is fitted? Not-Applicable
Ol Leaks Compliant Drill Rigs - s there a stowage position for the auxiliary oy applicable
hoist when it is not in use?
Coolant Leaks Compliant
Drill Rigs - blind spot visibility or 360 visibility Not-Applicable
Broken / Damaged parts Compliant
Not Excessively Naisy and/or Smokey (Exhaust or Yes ill Rigs
Engine)
A stowage position exists for auxiliary hoist when not oy aspiicable
7
ROPs Fitted Not-Applicable s




Calala BESS Independent Environmental Audit (2025)

WU W W o w
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Photo A10-3: Mobile plant inspection form and register (below)

The drill rig operator has adequate visibility?

In Date Drill Rig Safe Certificate is witnessed?

Cranes (In accordance with AS 2550.1)

Crane Safe Certificate is up to date?

Logbook is up to date, including records of annual

and 10 yearly inspection?

Crane is registered with WHS Regulator if over 1017

EWPs (In accordance with AS2550.10)

Logbaak is up to date, including records of annual

and 10 yearly inspection?

Registration with WHS regulator is witnessed

Insulated boom is in test date?

Not-Applicable

Not-Applicable

Not-Applicable

Not-Applicable

Not-Applicable

Not-Applicable

Not-Applicable

Not-Applicable

Concrete Pumps (In accordance with AS 2550.15)

Evidence the pump and associated equipment have

been inspected and certified

Logback is up to date, including records of annual

and 10 yearly inspection?

Weed & Seed Hygiene certificate

Hollow Section Chassis Channels

Turret Pivot Area

Not-Applicable

Not-Applicable

Acceptable

Acceptable

Channels for Hydraulic hoses

Counterweight Void Spaces

Engine Bay Floor

Fan Shroud and Radiatar Core

Air Filters

Toolbox / Storage Compartments

Arms / Booms

Bucket Blade

Rear Blade

Tracks / Tyres

Interior of Vehicle

Inspect Trays

Underside of Vehicle

Wheel Arches

Is Wash Down required

Has the vehicle been washed down

Photo A10-4: Mobile plant inspection register

Acceptable

Not-Applicable

Acceptable

Not-Applicable

Acceptable

Acceptable

Acceptable

Acceptable

Not-Applicable

Acceptable

Acceptable

Acceptable

Acceptable

Acceptable

Acceptable

Yes

A o = u c r n
Assets
Filters applied:
Project Calals BESS
Asset Status Active
Id Type Sub-type Description Manufacturer Reg-lstratlnn / Asset Id o
Serial No. Company
77 Earth Moving Plant Articulated Dump Truck Hydrema dump truck Hydrema 19615E Consclidated Power
(Moxy) Projects
76 Earth Moving Plant Grader Grader 672GP John deere 1DWE72GPHPD7 18008 Consolidated Power
Projects
72 Earth Moving Plant Excavators Duck 60685E Hitachi Ltd 60685 Consolidated Power
Projects
70 Heawy Vehicle concrete boom pump GCP363 concrete hoom  schwing Consolidated Power
pump Projects
69 Earth Moving Plant VACUUME TRUCK VACUUME TRUCK ISUZU RNR139 Road and Rail
Excavations
68 Earth Moving Plant WATER CART Water Cart XN77PL DIN Excavations
67 Earth Moving Plant Excavators Excavator duck Hitachi Lid 38560E DIN Excavations
66 Earth Moving Plant Telehandler Telehandler Merlo TH4004 Consolidated Power
Projects
65 Earth Moving Plant roller roller smooth drum Caterpillar Inc. 66986E DJM Excavations
64 Earth Moving Plant roller Roller pad foot Caterpillar Inc 69159E DIN Excavations
63 Earth Moving Plant Articulated Dump Truck Dump truck DTOG Komatsu Lid. DTO6 DIN Excavations
(Moxy]
62 Earth Moving Plant Excavators excavator 59651E Komatsu Ltd. S59651E DIN Excavations
61 Earth Moving Plant Excavators Excavator 1CB 55244E DIN Excavations
60 Earth Moving Plant roller roller 35776E Caterpillar Inc 35776E DIN Excavations
59 Earth Moving Plant TIPPER TRUCK TIPPER TRUCK Hino DN35SND DIN Excavations
58 Earth Moving Plant Articulated Dump Truck Dump truck IcB B8350E DIN Excavations
[Moxy)
57 Eguipment Street sweeper Street Sweeper Hino AP7GEPT DIN Excavations
56 Earth Moving Plant Bulldozer DZ01 DOZER Caterpillar Inc. DJM Excavations
55 Earth Moving Plant Grader Grader 35306E Caterpillar Inc 35306E DIN Excavations
54 Earth Moving Plant Articulated Dump Truck DTO3 Dump Truck Volvo DTO3 DIN Excavations

(Mozy)

Page F8
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Photo A12-1: Induction provided to delivery drivers

UO|SIAA 153IE] J0j 18UR ALY 0) J0J0) ‘PAIULD Uaym Adoa paponuodun
£ 14 1202 110 1915 WY

POl exdia e 5 requiead 1o alow lor Increased ks

Quring o loadng and umicades of plard.
b’dl;ao’-n.ﬂmd-ﬂﬂmu—ﬁ“nwl*~b~~~~“

Loading / Unloading Plant, Equipment and Materials

@ safe work
Caution Zoew. If e parsonnel munt be in ihese zones 1o

-
Geewn Zoma - Delivery Detver 10 51200 In groen 20ne 50 Bey CAN Be seen and are Caar of M polentiad Liling obyscty

Erciumion zomes shad

&>

uonPNpur 191G A1aAlIRa

UO|SIBA 1SHIE| J0) JAURIIUL O 1940 ‘pajuld usym Adod papoaueLn
Zpo s abed €10 1202 My L51S-Wiid

b\ 2 Jopnpu|

. sAuedwoy Aieayeq

10Bay yd seauq fsajeg

:aumeubis swey sieauq Aanyeq

sawy jje e sjudwenb ) S &) —a hn opge =§ EW fbi 404 1y Wwe | jey) siepoep |
ays Bujaes) o) J0ud Uaquuayy wes | Juswabeue 1o6foid

& 0) sueadde ) [jews moy Jo b u&lu ] 40 spu »!.SE. 'sassjw Jeau _gux.itoa!:i.

mmm>OU w.r<.E 13318 ¥3A0 w>_¢o LON TTIM | “S¥OEJ) / SPRJ PBULIC; 340 8AUP TON M | | 81

'y8U JB S58Uj0 JO __omrc 90@,d J0U PUE UDROMIISU| SHJBUCSER MOJIC) M | | L}

"UeOp OIS BAES) PUE LUBBP BYE O1 DO IS JUBI PUB SIDIUSA IV | 91

‘pasuoyne n.c: oS aAed| jou oa E_oo JOISNL Jsasesu ay) o} 06 pu yom do)s ~

‘UORNUSUI JOj 48010 JBUUBYD ws daay g uone! 8y} Jojuow Ko uabiews, #ed syl Jeay nok 4|

li walosd 1o 06 2§ 8y jo Eacudd cs NOULM UBKE] o9 LeD 0 Wil ON | ¥1

“powsey 0 peBewep aq jou JSnw (s8a)),  SHHEUS) BUNES PUB BIOYY | € |
“keq mczmwi pajeubsop ey 18 umop :mmi 15NW SXIN) §2IIU0D | Z)

spum ybiy u u::Sm umoq Buiaq Juasaid 0 paInJss eq isnw w 15 2 d pue sjet SISeM IV | L1

se0J pajeuBISap eyl il p Auo s1 Buy 0L

dd? Aq pSspOYINEe $$OjUN peniuuad jou S Jauweq Ajojes Aue BUIACWES JO JSDUN Jano bussosn | 6

“uossad paranpu) Ainj & Aq pauoasa ssajun sariyan Jiey: Jeau Kejs snw sienuq | 8
PRORIN JO PEC| | ON 0K SIGENEAE St Jajods ou Jj ‘Suofenys i

Suipeojun / Bupeoy Joylo wi pauinbay aq os|e >¢E.|omm 40) SAU0Z LIS ERILIEY ._.mmﬂi.w. @ JonesQo Ayejes € 10 Janods v
1D Jejay "5 Bu |IE 103 8%€d Ul 9q ISNW $AUOZ UoISNIXT | 9
afieuepy eps ey s

g pasuoyine aq 1SN JBIPUeY 91d0ISBI8) J0 YIPUC] "BUELD PAIUNOW XINY SE Yons wwerd Jo s8oep Gunyy Aue jo uoqesado syl
e ,A, 59_ Ix: as._s..&o v
1$0| §1J8)100S BU) JO UDISIA J| JOLS 1SN $48AUQ BUISIBAS q payseip 8 €

‘painbas 58 Idd 2109ds ¥SE} [EUORIPPE ri
pasnbas BiBYM  SE] JOf pajes 90} j@8)s 'dn 808"
81 3dd >§uo:uz

‘seRIyea Buipn|ou ‘Sanons quaR U A pue noca e ® 19ra) punosb uo uiewss (spiefyoims suoneIsqng AN Uy
< 1ubtay Jop|noys eAcqe sLap Auea 10 §198(qo 1ow Bucy Aue ajpuey jou (spreAyaimg suonesans AN U ¢
‘SEU (|8 1€ SUOGONUISU! MO{IO] [|IM PUE LOISIBANS 181D JOPUN 9Q (SPIRAYIIMG/SUONEISGNS AT Ul
'SSNS06) JO SIBAUD
‘sioubjsL00 "ss8peo| 0} piezey e spiaaud jou op pue d Joj 1y ‘A 80l ‘p 1651 ase S0j0uoA AAESY jey) aunsUg
oen aps Bupnpu) ‘sawy we je ebeubis pue spws PODUS 'SHINJ PEOS UM SUBPIOIOE Ul BALO
Bugsa; joyoaye pue Grup 0] 19a0sas LI SISpEW
Buipnjour ‘sanpanod 10 $a0eod 'suone|nBal ‘seyru als JaAENe) pue Jewwed ‘eubisuco sjqeuoseal Aue ym fidwop e
“AInp Joj yun we | J) sxse} 4Gy dois pue JBlIED By} SSIAPY
“parnquIsip Kjuana JyBiam peo| Buyr SEY PUE JW)| INAD S)i PEROXS JOU SBOP BJIIYSA LOUSURS Bl 8InsUT =
dosdde ey aunsuz e

suonebiqo [eBe| 4D pue JUjERSa) PEO] DY) LM s pasn s peoy

uabeuepy 199foud

0N vaford

S$S39 eeEed oL alold

uoPNpuy J2a1q ARallRA




Calala BESS Independent Environmental Audit (2025)

Photo A12-2: Project induction completion by CPP personnel
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Photo A12-3: Sub-contractor personnel completing project induction and storyboard induction
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Calala BESS Independent Environmental Audit (2025)

Photo A12-4: Contents of Project Induction (overview of a few slides out of 98)

CALALA BATTERY ENERGY

CALALA SITE HOURS

STORAGE PROJECT : = < TRADITIONAL LAND CUSTODIANS

Traditional Custodians Acknowledgement

* 00:00

'SCOPE OF WORK

Wo e chanin h woy o o ey

Photo A12-5: Short-term visitor induction

Short Term HSE Induction Record

‘ Tnis induction is for short term low risk works and not intended for High
Risk Werks. Ali High Risk Works wil! require the CPP online and sit2
| specific induction to be completad

[ Induction No.:

L 1] — 1

]—?ojécx Name: [ calala BESS [JobNo: | #13059 ]

| Worker's riamc: e VV o e oo | P!\JL — = ;
Employer / Subcontracted by:

t W‘vt;; TradeVCorliﬁcate of‘t | S( L(@ ¥ *Cclf_p ) BSA # :’ v

White Card Copied by Induction Officer aves O No Initials (10)

Relevant Tickets / Licenses for Job Copied by Induction Officer: Oves ONe Initials (10)

Certificate Type Certificate No.: Certificate Tyg Certificate No.:

|
Known conditions: | ceclare to my knowledge that fdo not havelamental, mec!tw
physical condition that may affect my ability ta@afely undertake my scope of work Yes O No

Medication: | dec am not taking any'pl cribed or aver-the-colnter medication
that may affect my ability to safely undertake my scope of work, or adversely Tmpac
the administration of first aid. Detlared medicationgingludes butispottimited 1o
« Medical prescriptions(GPR) . ‘F;‘;’I ‘pens [Ara;}hyia;(f b /
« Over-the-countegmedications o_sSelfadministeted medications e.g.
e Medical marjgana {CPI E . diabetes)

ey

drugs gr

RO TP

| O'No | Respiratofy protectiofnfa rrad
P !

> gok: (L | s
| Hearing protection {as required) W}_‘Ll EiNo | Ey= protection@ssequired: { l;g,s O No
All Personal Protective Equipment described in your company Risk ASsgssrmenrs? es | ONo
—— b saole Bir™ bkl —_—— ——
INDUCTION TOPICS: The inductee shall initial'eaen of thelinduction points below:
/] Site Lsy out (including amenities, evacuation plan and [/Site Objectives and significant environmantal |
paths, emergency equipment and first aid locat ony aspects. |
HSE Advisor / Site Manager »H,’( Ald O cer / dlg::] Equipment and Matenals {incl. commaon

IFICJNDUCﬁON E’QINTS: {eg. Site specific PPE r-:qu:ir(jmerjls) -]ndum‘;or' gﬁncgv}o 3
rvices Locgtion,Mapgdentifisd.andunc

INDUCTION ACKNOWLEDGEMENT!

» | hereby confirm that | have received, read, understood and agree to abide by the requirements as stipulated in the
site induction,

« | authorise and consent for a CPP representive to accompany me to the closest medical centre and provide and
receive information to treating medical professional as needed to assist in treatment and facilitate an early return
to work regarding any injury sustained on this project;

« | am fully aware that should | breach any of the site rules | may be denied future access to the site Further, | agree (o
indemnify CPP for any negligent act of mine that causes darnagefinjury of any kind to me or to third parties; and

« | have been given an opportunity to provide input and comment on the content of the site rules; and

« | have received training and can competently undertake requirements set out in my employer's work method
statement; and

acknowledge that this induction has covered the toplcs as initialled above.

Fa¥aS ¥ 5y B T

CPP Induction Officer / Site Supervisor

Name (Print)
Signed: 1 Signed:
Date / Time: 4—/9 {_2 s ‘ Date/Time: | j

TRV CAZE Amell AAAE -0 A
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Calala BESS Independent Environmental Audit (2025)

Photo A12-6: Toolbox alert on Segregation of topsoil
L1245

Toolbox Meeting Agenda é 5 Toolbox Meeting Agenda

PRINT NAME

PRINT NAME

Tool Box Presenter 0 Tool Box No.

Project Name: ) Project No f ? o5

ONS MUST SIGN ONTO

g’iW« A
ek (7
\“hau. Brek
i;&«j%
Ciacn, Koss

e of topsol flom Subsol (Wisaa Ml
T e 12

—h:. Surechion chL map provickd o PP ; IL4(/\V_/<ap(/M
Ciul by Pk s vt
Dl _)‘_,.a;
T Schart
G:ec'qz A lhodd =
| s ch | g2 ]
p’?‘ llk@. L//MT/LV

‘ 5(‘) i7 ("l( ,/«“( ui’/‘(:)(i’
v‘ (o Mani] (R
{7 Duchestn
7 S. Gloosn-Wlel 5
‘ BoeohiCrorii? Zﬁ/ﬁf |

© 1. WHSS Issue

R 2. Envionmental Issue | O 5. Plant | O 8. Proposed Purchase O 11. Chent ltem

'O 3. Quaity Issue O 6. Risk Register iu 9. Proposed Corroctive Action | 0 12. Other

Qo A

ANY CORRECTIVE ACTIONS

'
| — ] amian_sgos-
Alex Py
L =
S ="
FRM-5028 September 2019 v1.1 o Page 1013 FRM-5028 September 2019 v1.1 Pagedol3

Photo A12-7: Toolbox alert on Vegetation Management Zone

Toolbox Meeting Agend: é\"}

« » » - M biosis.
Avem
Tool Box Presenter
Project Name: Projoct No. VMZ3: PCT 599 DNG within transmission line and buffered lands
ALL PERSONS MUST SIGN ONTO NZ3 applies to 3: f 20+ extending
THE TOOL BOX TALK from the BESS to Burgmans Lane. int has been further buffered by a 20 metre to
establisha buffer for impacted vegetati ins PCT 599_DNG Box Gum
Grassy Woodland CEEC. Planting is ( 826)
O 1. WHSS Issue 0 4. SWMS O 7. Emergency Response @ 10. Training Key values managed within the VMZ include:
® 2. Environmental Issve | [ 5. Plant O 8. Proposed Purchase O 1. Client tem « 0,01 ha of PCT 599_Woodland (Grassy Box Woodland CEEQ).
O 3. Quality Issue O 6. RiskRegister | O 9. Proposed Corective Action | 0 12. Other *  373haof PCT 599 DNG (Box Gum Grassy Woodland CEEQ).
130 haof potential habitat for threatened flora species Bluegrass, Finger Panic Grass, Belson's Panic,
Hawkweed and Austral Toadflax.
VM2Z4: PCT 599 Woodland adjoining Burgmanns Lane and buffered lands
VEG ZONES 1-5 VMZ4 applies to PCT 599 Woodland I i road, B Lane
and Burgess Lane. The VMZ contains the highest condli f Box y CEEC which
WHAT ARE THEY AND WHAT IS THERE PURPOSE by buffer for weed control and management of

HOW TO IDENTIFY THE DIFFERENT ZONES s Y te
WHAT TO DO IF CROSSING THE ZONES 053 G PCT 5% Woodtor Pl A Sy o o=
0.30 ha of PCT 599_DNG (Box Gum Grassy Woodland CEEC).
BIO-SECURITY WASH DOWN CHECKLIST & oSiRerp pecies Bhuegrass, Fnger Parkc Grass, Belsor's Panc.
NavaeedmdAn.s(ral Toadflax.
« 0.1.59haof Cat-1land.
« 024 ha of Non-native vegetation.

Wash down spray; sds location; PPE
QR CODES- VEGZ 1 AND VEG ZONE 2

NO GO ZONES: Deliniated by ATF fencing. Do not go into a no go zone.
VMZ5; PCT 599 DNG and Cat-1 lands outside disturbance buffer

VMZSappﬂes(o1223P\ecva'esoﬂarxﬂnuumu-\y i ane and
buffer. Vege PCT 599_DNG Box Gum
Grassywoodland CEEC east of&rgpss Lane and Cat-1 grassiand west of Burgess Lane, surrounding the
substation.
The VMZ igh g i nd i primarily
RRECTIVE ACTIONS? BY WHOM oA managed for asset protection by omend Habitat
| Ni ho controis on it aro suffcint the placement of arg K . Protection of thes des from by
vities and pests e primary

the th during i iod, nd monitoring
and reporting requirements.

Key values within the VMZ include:
+ 1029 ha of PCT 599 DNG (Box Gum Grassy Woodland CEEQ).

When there is an HV AA on site or commissioning activites its communicated at Pre Started no one fo enter the * 1.75haof Cat-1land.
‘exclusion zone unless you have been authorised. A —

SUPERVISOR COMMENT

51

080w 2025 | Lescars n Ecolugy and Markage Consuting | we Bioscom. -

FRM-5028 September 2019 1.1 Page 103




Calala BESS Independent Environmental Audit (2025)

Photo A12-7: Toolbox alert on Vegetation Management Zone

B # biosis.

Apem

8 Post-construction biodiversity management actions

8.1 Vegetation Management Zones (VMZs)

Five Vegetati 138 Z wiithin the BMP area have been identified with the goal of
restoring, maintaining or enhancing remnant vegetation and spedies habitat within the project disturbance
footprint and adjoining residual lands and are defined on Figure 4.

VMZs group areas of compatible ecology values and managerment objectives in order to define existing

conditions, manag strategies and r L metrics to achieve the objectives of the BMP. A
description of each VMZ is provided below, vith objectives, targets and monitoring requirements detailed in
Table 1.

VMZ1: Calala Creek riparian zone and adjoining lands

VM2Z1 applies to the Calala Creek riparian zone and adjoining lands and is 2.76 hectares in size. Vegetation is
predominantly PCT B4_DNG but also includes a small area of PCT 593_Woodland adjoining Calala Lane,
planted native and exotic woody vegetation along Calala Lane and Cat-1 lands within 20 metres of PCT_84t0
provide a management buffer for the riparian vegetation. Areas within the development footprint adjoining
the BESS access track are to be replanted with native understorey spedies once construction is complete.
Planting is to be undertaken within VMZ1 (refer Section 8.2.6).

Key values managed within the VMZ include:

« 0,06 ha of PCT 599_Woodland (Box Gum Grassy Woodland CEEC).

« 194haof PCT 84 DNG.

* 069 haof Cat-1land.

« 0.07 ha of Non-native vegetation.

+ 0,09 ha of existing tree screens (within Cat-1 land and Non-native vegetation).

VMZ2: BESS residual Cat-1 lands

VMZ2 applies to residual Cat-1 lands managed for rural purposes to the north and west of the BESS residual
lands within Lot 17 DP629969 totalling 15.37 hectares. Land use is primarily grazing and vegetation includes a
mix of pasture and planted tree screens (induding native and non-native trees). Two dams are also present.
VMZ2 will Include proposed landscaping on bunds as visual and noise screens adjoining the BESS (refer
Figure 4) as well as a stormwater retention basin post-construction and construction laydown areas to be
returned grazing lands. Vegetation screens and buffers will be managed under the BMP, however planting
densities and construction of mounds are considered landscaping and are outside the scope of the BMP.
Trees and shrub species characteristic of PCTs 84 and 266 are provided in Appendix B:Table 22 for planting
within visual screens and landscape buffers.

Key values managed within the VMZ indude:
* 1537 haof Cat-1 land.
» 1.09haof planted vegetation buffer and existing tree screens (within Cat-1 land).

© Biasis 2025 | Laders i Ecoiogy and erkage Consulling | wwi biosacem.ou 50

oolbox Meeting Agenda g é‘}

PRINT NAME SIGNATURE PRINT NAME SIGNATURE
b:ul& 54»« Qsen

/Darm‘o« Mogu

S(o® Mops| B
Ponnan Gotes| L=z
ﬁew&r._mmkd_ &2

Thead- O
Mat Jenkang ‘/\/,\7§<—'77
Charelle Glecson-tfen

‘ Msthe Wald e A dm,
Cioena o (e

FRI-S028 September 2019v1 1 Pagadof3
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Calala BESS Independent Environmental Audit (2025)

Photo A13-1: Consultation with relevant stakeholders recorded and maintained in a register

CALALA BESS - 350
Updated: August 2025
Required under Condition AlS

1.1 fummeary of Consultation
am Stakencider Consultation Type of Topic Curcome of consuitation Matters resolved; Disagreement
Date Consultation uniresoived remaining and
N this is
addresed
o Tarnwarm iZseptemoar  Prone ool omd sary coratecTon  Coungl B aipportive of e QDEressn Adofters reschead. Hezra.
:ﬂ\‘.lﬂ:{ﬂl et Gr"!ﬂl_ . . warks ity Thi: @xgactation that: Or 13 Sagrermber, Bafarto e I
Sewnzl SemEEpIndEnte - ATMF Wil b pragarad and Agran Camenon
ciLas metEUres o5 outing I Saniar Davalapmant
Condition 810, Englnesr, emalied
5, 13 feedbock from
& Section 133 pamilt appleotion i
wll o ledged with Colnell and Counzl s roass
arce aporovad, al conmmistion aperatian faam.
wil comgly with e reguiremants, - Sheve Sroka, Maragar
Cavekpment
Enginaering. amaled
confemation on 31
Jmnuary 025 that
Courcl hos no
abjection: 1o the
approoch sutngs =y
Troct Inod 15 Jonuory
2035 email.
m SEHI 14 Octonar Emal Reguest far On 12 Cetobar 3004, EQUE SUBMted  Aiattens crgeing. Hang.
0a4 comespondence: Flarning @ raguast to vary the reguiements of . . "
Remest far Secretan’s Condltion BE. i;:e:ﬁf: ;;Cc::.crr- '3
Seraerd aaraen ?Jr_“c"' DPHI reguested furthar Infamnation on apreEmEnt Mo
toDondfon BS rpmcso0md chaary undar
Conditizn 35,
ftern Stakeholder Consuttation Type of Topic Cutcome of consuination NMatters resclved) Disagreement
Date Consultation unresoived remaining and
heo this is
addressed
o DFHI 11 June 2035 NEW Flarning Smdanity Aggroved an 11 June 2025 Rasatead Mone
Portal & Emeal Marogement
Flarn
g DFHI 13 June 2025 MEW Flarning Apnoinied In @ccordance with Sahaduie 2 Cngaing Pariding oggrawal
Partal Audiors Cordion C14 - Agreamant &
raguired fo endone the apponted
Audors,
Tz OFHI 13 Jume 2025 MEW Fiarning Ervirarmanital Agpgroved an 13 June 2025 Resatead Mome
Pertal Management
Shotegy
TZ OFHI 13 Jume 3035 MNEW Flanning Transport Aprenvad an 13 lune 2025 REsatead MonE
Sortal Management
Flan
T Tarnyar 13 June 2025 Srnal FiralLorpaut Flan Finallayout plon Bsved by Eguks and REsahead MomE
Caungil racaived by Tamwarth Councll
TE OFHI 18 Jumie 2025 MEW Fiarning Apooinied Detolk of agpointed qudino Ongoing S lram BD balow.,
Pertal Audihor SUDMING — DPHI raguast for furthar
Infarmatan o AUdHoms recehead.
TE OFHI 18 Jumie 2035 MEW Flanning RF EREporEE Signed coplks of the Audihar's Resofvad = pending Monie
Pertal daciaratian torms subsmitsad oppraval
rrd oFHI 22 June 2025 MNEW Plarning Scheduls 2 OPHI commants: “it B avident tha Cmgong Thie final layaut plons
Fortal Candttion B- layeut ki bosed on Mg progosed to b providad. (Sas
Final Larpaurt rmadfcation. Please provide o final el Maml
Flars: Reguest for  loyeut plan bated on tha opproved
Furthar davelpment |naf tha proposed
Indormeartian. rmadfcation|.”
TE OFHI o2 Junie 2025 MEW Frarning Ssonedule T Final loyaut plons submisted 1o DPH Ongong - pending
Fartal Canattion B- wia thi Portal apgpraval.

Fimal Larpaut Flanc




Calala BESS Independent Environmental Audit (2025)

Photo A14-1: Request to vary VPA agreement approved by the Department

Department of Planning, Housing and Infrastructure o e

NSW
GOVERHMENT
Our ref: 530-52786213-PA-18

Elizabeth Zorondo

Approvals and Permit Compliance Manager

The Trustee for Equis Energy (Ausiralia) Mgumi 4 Asset Trust 36 The Esplanade
Brighton, Victoria, 3186

18/02/2025

Subject: Reqguest 1o vary VPA Agreement

Diear Ms Zorondo

| refer to your request dated 20 August 2025 for consideration under Condition Ald(b) and A15 of
Schedule 2 of the Development Consent (SSD-52786213) for the Planning Secretary's agreement io
allow a further delay 1o enter Into & Valuntary Planning Agreement (VBA) with Tamworth Reglonal
Council.

The Department has carefully considered youwr request and notes the following:

= due to the continued delay in the execution of the WPA It is understood that you are unable to
complete the payment of the monetary contribution by the agreed data;

¢« il i5 proposed to make the mitial lump-sum contribulion required under the VPA within 20
business days following execution af the VPA (rather than prior 10 the commencement of
construction); and

= you have consulted with Tamwaorth Regional Council regarding the proposed changes and their
written agreamaent has besn provided in support of this request.

Afler careful review, | am salisfied thal the delay in the VPA is unavoidable and as nominee of the
Planning Secretary, | agree to the variation in iming as shown below:

»  Unbess the Planning Secretary agrees olherwise, il the Applicant and Councll do ned enter into
aVPA or other agreement prcsto-the within @ months of the commencement of consiruction,
then within 3 10 months of the commencement of construction (and annually from the
commencement of aperation until the cessation of operation of the project). the Applicant must
make a Section
7.12 of the EP&A Act contribution to Council for the amount specified in Part B of Appendix 5;

= Monetary contribution of 0.31% of finalised Capital Investrment Value {at the time of Financial
Close), to be paid as a lump sum griesta with the indial lump-sum contribution to be paid within
20 business days following the execution of the WPA. A further payment annually of 5200.000
{CPI adjusied) for the first three years of operation of the project, either paid via the YPAoras a
soparale Community Benedits Fund; and

4 Parramatta Sguara, 12 Dargy Straal, Paramatia MEW 2150 whara dphi nEwgovey
Lacked Bag 8052, Farramatia NSW 3124

« A payment of $100,000 1o be paid 23 a lump sum within 3 10 months of the commencement
of construction. A further payment of $50000 per annum (CPl adusted) from the
commencement of operation until the cessation of operations of the project.

¥ou are remindad that if there are any inconsistencies betwesn the agreement and the conditions of
approval, the condiions prevail.
If you wish e discuss the matier further, please contact Keren Halliday on 02 8289 6444,

Yours gincerely

\
E\:an Davias
irector

Enargy Assessmants

As nomines of the Planning Secretary
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Calala BESS Independent Environmental Audit (2025)

Photo B1-1: Temporary arrangement for light vehicle parking until completion of the designated car park
located within the development boundary

Photo B1-2: Vehicle Delivery Logbook — 30 June 2025

Vehicle Delivery Logbook
- Calala BESS
<éwe Project: 13059
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# s ey GALALA NSW 2340
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Calala BESS Independent Environmental Audit (2025)

Vehicle Delivery Loghbook
g’*_,_ CalalaBESS
IWE Project: 13059
474 Calala Lane pate:_20)-6 -2
o CALALA NSW 2340

Vehicle Type

Company Time In Time Out Cargo Comments
(Heavy/LV)
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Photo B1-3: Vehicle Delivery Logbook — 17 July 2025

Calola BESS

Project 13059 VEHICLE DELIVERY LOGBOOK
éwe 474 Colala Lane -
CALALA NSW 2340 Date: | F—F—25
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Calals BESS

Project 13056
474 Calaln Lame
CALALA NSW 2240
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Photo B1-4: Vehicle Delivery Logbook — 1 August 2025
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Calala BESS Independent Environmental Audit (2025)

Photo B2-1: Security shed erected at the site access point
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Photo B3-1: Project personnel and drivers briefed on traffic protocol, including use of approved routes

oject Directions and Requirements

&

3

e ey

Site Manager: Peter Jafford ::;’;‘;;‘; S plefford@conpower.com.au

SQE Advisor: Jarrod Erbs ::';;‘: e jerbs@conpower.com.au

Project Manager: Luke Perabo :m;:‘ﬁ 0 Iperabo@conpower.com.au
All Personnel MUST report to the Site Office on arrival

Delivery Drivers must report to the site office on arrival and be inducted

INDUCTIONS

Delviery drivers MUST make a booking and adhere to allocated timesiots via the delivery email
address and booking system: CalalaBE SSdeliveries@conpower.com.au

All deliveries MUST contact the Site Manager on approach to the site.

For full Project inductions these will follow the pre-start meeting — 7:00 am - Site specific
inductions must be completed online, prior to arriving on site.

es must be emailed to SQE
com.au and Site Manager (Peter Jefford)

To make a booking, an electronic copy of all tickets and licens
Advisor (Jarrod Erbs)
flord@con;

All persons coming to work onsite, must have on their person - a valid driver's license, white
card, HRWL (High risk work license) and appropriate tickets for their skills.

SITE HOURS:
Monday-Friday: 7am — 5pm
Saturday: 8am —1pm
Sunday and Public Holidays: Site Closed

Delivery hours to be minimum 1hr from start and finish of shift unless otherwise approved
by the Site Manager

HEAVY VEHICLE & OSOM (WITHOUT PILOT VEHCILE) ACCESS ROUTE
All heavy vehicles associated with the development MUST travel to and from site via the New
England Highwayy, Nundle Road, O'Briens Lane and Calala Lane (REFER TO PURPLE
ROUTE IN IMAGE BELOW).
All vehicles associated with the development MUST enter and exit the site via the site access point
of Calala Lane,
If floeding occurs on any of the heavy vehicle route roads, heavy vehicle access will be postponed
until the road becomes useable again.
All loaded vehicles entering or leaving site MUST have their loads covered.
Heavy vehicie movements during School Zone hours (8:00am — 9:30am and 2:30pm — 4:00pm)
will be avoided where possible to minimise the safety risk for school children.
NOTE: No B-double access to site Is permitted without pricr approval from the Site Manager and
evidence of a permit from Tamworth Regional Council.

TMP-CO8

2 Mar 2019 v1.1

Page 1 of 8

Project Directions and Requirements

<

A travel permit is required from Tamworth Regional Council for heavy vehicles with loads over 25
tonnes to travel on O'Briens Lane,
o This document contains approval from Tamworth Regional Council for General Access
Vehicles >25T and vehicles that operate within the relevant NHVR notices/gazettes that
would not subsequently require NHVR access permits.

OSOM VEHICLE (WITH PILOT VEHCILE) ACCESS ROUTE
All heavy vehicles requiring escort associated with the development, MUST travel to and from the
site via the New England Highway, Goonoo Goonoo Road and Calala Lane (REFER TO BLUE
ROUTE IN IMAGE BELOW).
All vehicles associated with the development MUST enter and exit the site via the site access point
of Calala Lane.

LIGHT VEHICLE ACCESS ROUTE
All heavy vehicles requiring escort associated with the development, MUST travel to and from the
site via the New England Highway, Goonoo Goonoo Road and Calala Lane (REFER TO BLUE
ROUTE IN IMAGE BELOW).
All vehicles assoclated with the development MUST enter and exit the site via the site access point
of Calala Lane.
Carpooling: Site workers are requested to consolidate vehicles travelling between their

and the site esp ly those with company utility vehicle.

TMP-C082 Mar 2019 v1.1

Page 2 of 8
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Calala BESS Independent Environmental Audit (2025)

Photo B5-1: Traffic Management Plan — Site Access Point

4, Consfruction Traffic Management

4.1 Traffic Guidance Schemes

Deetailed information for work site cperations is contained in the Traffic Control at Work Sites Technical Manual (TFNSW.
2022). The control of traffic at work sites must be undertaken while working on public roads with reference 1o Safa'Work.
requirements and any other Workplace Health and Safety manuals.

An overdiew Traffic Guidance Scheme {TGS) plan (s provided in Appendix C, which generally includes the following
considarations:

. ‘Construction vehicle activity, including the leading/ unloading of trucks to be conductad within the work site.

= All passing vehicles to maintain priority where possible.

= Clear definition of the work site boundary to be provided by erection of A Class hoardings around the site
boundaries.

+  All signage will be clean, clearly visible and not obscured.
«  All construation vehicle activity will be minimised uring peak periads, where possitle.

\While the TGS has been prepared showing traffic controllers stopping trafiic o g ion vehicle
in &nd out of the sita, it is expacted that this will only be required for semi-trailers and B-Doubles. The relevant signs
applicable for traffic controliers will be covered when the driveway is operating under standard pricrity errangemeants.
There is no pedestrian and cyclist infrastructure along the site frontage, hence these maovements are not expectad 1o be
impacted.

4.2 Consifruction of the Site Access

The Site Access point will be construsted generally in accordance with the Site Access concept plan shown in DA
Appandix 4.

Construction of the Site Accass point will be the first alemaent of works to commence, consistent with Table 3.1 above
All vehicles associated with the development mustenter and exit the site via the site access point off Calala Lane, ina
farward-in, forward-out direction.

All road works will comply with all relevant guidelines and standards and be camied out to satisfaction of relevant road
autharity.

4.3 Public Transport

Consultation with the following bus operators is expected to be iniialed by the head contractor and ransport haulage

confractor and will conlinue as necessary tweughout the consiruction penied.

«  Tamworth Buglines (Bus routes 5102, 5108, 5109, 5110, 113, 5120, §148, 5148, 5152, 160, 5163, 5168, 435
and 444)

*  Hannafords Coaches (Bus route S212)

*  Macphersons Tamworth (Bus routes 5229 and S232)

«  BusBiz (Bus roules $238, 5233 and $240).

The bus routes identified above all travel alang the heavy venicle Raukage route on local reads (Nundie Road, O'Briens
Lane andior Calala Lane to the east of the Site) between the state road network and the Site. Most of these roules
traverse at leagt one of the 40kmih School Zones Tor Farrer Memasial Agricultural High School on O'Briens Lane and
Calala Lane. Heavy vehicle movemeants during Scheel Zone hours (B:00am — 9:30am and 2:30pm - 4-00pm} will be
avolded where possible 1o minimise the safety risk for school chidren. The electronic booking system used for heavy
wehicle deliveries wil not allow delivenes to be scheduled during school zone hours unless time-crilical (e g. concrets
pours, earthwaorks), The Site Manager will be responaible for checking that the booking system is set up corectly and
rewiewing records of vehicle arivals to ensure this is complied with,

The approved heavy vehicke rute (loffrom the east of the Sile) does not impact school or public bus services which
travel west of the Site on Calala Lane.

Dusring construetion, the following mitigatien measures shall be implemented 1o avold impacts on bus operations:

300305589 | TraMic Monagement Plan

Calale Baftery Energy Sterage System Construction Traffic Management | 15

Photo B6-1: Upgrade works to occur following completion of the tie-end works of the section between the site
access point and the culvert
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Photo B6-2: Road upgrade design showing vehicle swept path assessment
(Traffic Management Plan, Rev B, 12 June 2025)

VEHICLE SWEPT PATH ASSESSMENT
v 300304168-04-04 04 OF 05 ]

VEHICLE SWEPT PATH ASSESSMENT

av, 300304168-04-08 s 05 OF 05
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Photo B7-1: Road upgrade works at the site access point off Calala Lane in progress due for completion
subject to weather condition

Photo B8-1: Dilapidation survey report — O’'Briens Lane — Northbound & Southbound

0 e.em‘ j) ausoraes -

OPT-34650, Calala Lane, Tamworth NSW
PRE.CONSTRUCTION VIDEO CONDNTION SURVEY

OPT-34650, Calala Lane, Tamworth NSW

DEFECT ANALYSIS
PRE-CONSTRUCTION VIDEQ CONDNTION SURVEY
OEFECT ANALYSES INSPECTION DATE: 12 fune 2025
INSPECTION DATE: 12 hove 200 WEATHER: Clewr, 10°C
WEIATMIR: Ower 10T DOCUMENT 1D: 34550 00030565302
COOUMENT 0 34450 00030563 01 INSPECTOR:  Brandon Wang
S e — REng OV
BEng Ovl Structurdd & Owl Enginter
et & O Dngoeer SITE SURVEVED:  O'@rers Lane - Southbound
STE SURVEVED:  O'ivens Lave - Normhbound
IND BY: ¢ Power Progects Austrails Py Lid
COMARSRONED BY  Corsaldared Power Prageans Ausoraia Pry i0d Unit 8A 54 Ferndel Street

Unit 4, 54 Farnded Soreet
South Granwilie NSW 2102

South Grasvile NSW 2142

O'Briens Lane - Southbound
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@m&w& -

Photo B8-2: Dilapidation survey report — Calala Lane northbound and southbound

IJDdg_g,mLAps -

Pasroing imroe tinme

OPT-34650, Calala Lane, Tamworth NSW
PRE-CONSTRUCTION VIDEQ CONDITION SURVEY

OPT-34650, Calals Lane, Tamworth NSW
PRE-CONSTRUCTION VIDEQ CONIDNTION SURVEY

DEFECT ANALYSIS DEFECT ANALYSIS
INSPECTION DATE: 27 May 2005 INSPECTION DATE: 29 May 2005
WEATHER:  Owercast 38°C WEATHER)  Oleae, TC
OOCUMENT 1D 34650 000303 14 01 OOCUMENT ID; 3465000030316 01
INSPECTOR:  Brandon Warg INSPECTOR:  Bvanvion Warg
Lirg Ol Ring Ol
St § Ovi Engneer St & Ce Ergneer
SITE SURVEVED:  Calaia Lane - Norsbound SITE SURVIYED:  Calaia Lanw - Soushbourd
Tamworth NSW 2340 Tamworth NSW 2340
COMMISSIONED BY:  Comsobdated Power Projects Auntralis Pry (bd COMMISSIONID BY:  Comsolitated Power Projects Australa Pry 182

Unit 48, 54 Ferndell Sareet
South Granwlie NSW 2182

Untt 44, 54 Forndel Stoeet
South Geamwlie NSW 2142

Y
L . Latian
Calala Lane - Nort

Photo B8-3: Dilapidation survey report — Calala Lane — westbound and eastbound

i

OPT-34650, Calala Lane, Tamworth NSW
PRE-CONSTRUCTION VIDED CONDYTION SURVEY
DEFECT ANALYSS

J|) Auspiaps

AUSDILAPS

OPT-34650, Calata Lane, Tamworth NSW
PRE CONSTRUCTION VIDEQ CONDITION SURVEY
DEFECT ANALYSS

INSPECTION DATE. 29 My 2005
WIAYMER  Owwe 300
COCUMENT ©- 34440 Q00M0) - &2
PEPMICIOR.  oandon Wy
B ing OWe
Wewhr o & Out Lagrees

POMCTON DATE: 29 My 200
WEADMER  Oww, TC
COCUMENT I 34650200007 14-28
POPICTOR:  Seandon Wang
BIng Oné
Sructural & Ol (ngrwer
ST SURTID Gl L - Wesihound
Tarmerrss NOW 2380 W SUNAVID. G Lavw - Sowibonnd
Tamawort NGw 200

) Covms Pomars Pty Acan whe Py 100
Ut &4, 54 Ependel Sareet
SO Cramile NG 1300

COMMBSIONED BY.  Coraahdined Power Propects Matils Moy L8
Lt A, T Fereced Woeet
South Gramvile NSW 2342
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Photo B8-4: Dilapidation survey provided to the local authority

CALALA BESS - 55D
Updated: August 2025
Reguired undar Condifion 4132

1.1 summary of Consultation
Date Consuttation wvnrasoived remaireng and
how this is
addresssd
" CPH 23 June 2025 HIWY Flanning Commancamant oonent provided DFHl with o Resohad Hors
Poral of Consiruection nofice of commencement of
consirscfion
a0 DPH 24 June 2025 HEW Planning Hominated DPHI complated it attemment of the  Regohded Hore
Forial Ao Auditor endorsement reguest ior ihe
Colicig BESS
81 OFH 25 June 2025 VIFua meshng  Moluntorg & WPAI wim Tarwortn Councll and Ongaing Hore
Plonning DPFH| kegal hesam for review.
Agraamenl . Digpeoomion urvey sent to
Tamweorth Council on 19 une
Lo e o]
Colagioatian R T
Survey = Amandsd fi
uploaded io o | Rasohved
ZTE. Ko harihy
Final Layout Plan OFH|
Modificaton L Feedboock recetved on LOI (02 Hesohed Hore
e

GARMIN
Qe
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Photo B9-1: Shaker grid installed near site access point adjoining culvert

.

N

Photo B9-2: Rain gauge Photo B9-3: Temporary carparking area outside and adjacent to site
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Photo B10-1: Approval letter for Traffic Management Plan

Department of Planning, Housing and Infrastructure w

NS
GOVERNMENT
Our ref: SSD-52786213-PA-10

Elizabeth Zorondo

Approvals and Permit Compliance Manager
The Trustee for Equis Energy (Austraka) Ngumi 4 Asset Trust

36 The Esplanade
Brighton, VIC, 3186

1306/2025
Subject: Catala BESS ~ Traffic Management Plan

Dear Ms Zorondo

| refer 1o the Traffic Management Plan submitled 1o the Department of Planning, Housing and
hfrastructure (the Department) as required under the conditions of consent for the Calala BESS
(SSD-52786213). | also acknowledge your response to the Department’s review comments and request
for addtional information,

I note that the Traffic Management Plan has been prepared in consultation with TINSW and Tamworth
Regional Counci. The Department has carefully reviewed the document and is satisfied that # meets
the requirements of the relevant conditions in the development consent (SSD- 52786213).

As nominee of the Planning Secretary, | cond@ionally approve the Traffic Managemeant Plan (Version B,
dated 12 June 2025) under Condition B10 of Schedule 2, for Stages 1a,.1b and 1¢ noting that the Traffic
Management Plan must be updated:

« 10 address Stage 1d following further consultation with Transport for NSW and Tamworth
Regional Council regarding OSOM movements;

e prior to carrying oul any upgrading or decommissioning cn s#e 1o detail the extent and scope of
the pre and post upgrading or decommissioning phase dilapidation surveys; and

* as required n accordance with the Development Consent.

You are reminded that If there are any inconsistencies between the Traffic Management Plan and the
conditons of approval, the conditions will prevail

Please ensure you make the document publicly avallable on the project website at the earliest
CONVOnionco.

¥ you have any questions, please contact Keren Haliday, who can be contacted on 02 8289 8444,
Yours sincerely
///w
Wayne Jones
4 Paeramats Sguare. 17 Darcy Shoel, Parraenatis NSW 2150 awe g naw gov.au 1

Lockad Bag 5022 Partamatta NSW 2124

Team Leader - Post Approval
Energy Assessments

As nominee of the Planning Secretary
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Photo B10-2: Consultation with TINSW (extracted from Consultation register updated by Equis Energy)

CALALA BESS - 535D

Updated: August 2023
Required under Condition A13

1.1 summary of Consultation
tem Stakeholder Consultation Type of Topic Outcome of consultation Matters resclved/ Disagreement
Date Consultation unresolved remaining and
how this is
addressed
mn TENEW 12 December  Submission of Traffic Stantec provided o copy of the draft Unrescived. Refer to llem 39.
2024 draft Traffic Marnagement THWIF to TRINSW for review. TRRSW
Management Flan for cgency provided initial comments on 14 gg:‘»jviac;‘;g Igﬂ'rﬂllosﬁefor
Plan consultation January 2025. further review.
Conditions requiring further inputs:
B10 [c) [vii]
B10 [c)[=)
B10 [c) [xi]
29 TENEW 28 April 2025 Email TMP Approval TENEW approval of the TMP Stage 1A Matter resolved. None

Photo B10(a)-1: Handout indicating traffic signs and restrictions turning lanes and driveway construction

works
' Project: Consolidated Power Project - Legend
474 Calala Ln, Calala -
Turning lanes & ‘ ' @ Cones
Driveway Construction Works - [ safety Zone
PTCD or Stop/Slow @ WorkArea

40RW to be installed if traffic is within 1.5m [~
of workers or plant with no intervening barrier @
with 2 maximum length of 500m. 40RW must
be placed as per TCAWS V 6.1 Section 4.5.5 | Worx

Notes:
 Signage 1o be placed
environment Signs and devices are to be posiioned
in accordance with iolerances shown in section 7.10.3
of he Traffic Control at Worksites Manual (TCAWS).

2 Aoy plan

TC,
WP’!V.!IM Zone Trafic Mianagement Plan (PWZ)
ct s

The on sffgsupewisor is to
adjust the delineation,

work area and signage sz

' to suit the works being performed ole

" as per the TCAWS. S

supenvisor,
TGS along with 2 Cetfication Number in the box below.  **" {750 S0
3: The value of speed imits displayed shall maich the 11: Sign size A & B 10 be Used on this sk
speed zone approval, ' 12: All driveways 10 be and be
A:E-ml:u::m;---:-mb osuwm wm"n-:)immz.
bt okt s O o, soon 1 ey o o cr.
considered as shown in section 8.4
6: Cover all conflicting road signage where required.

TGS - WTTC - 168 - 13081
ion 2

[REV: 1 Date: 21.05.2025 Issued For Review -

[REV: 2 Date:

MODIFICATIONS!

NAME:
REASON:
s o

[REV: 3 Date:
[REV: 4 Date:
[REV: 5 Date:
[REV: 6 Date:
IREV: 7 Date:

e
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Photo B10(a)-2: Handout indicating traffic signs and restrictions turning lanes and driveway construction
works

Project: Consolidated Power Project- | Legend
e 474 Calala Ln, Calala{;ﬁ e . Concd

Turning lanes &
Driveway Construction Works - | [ Safety Zone
PTCD or Stop/Slow 8%] Work Area

wRWmmiMﬂMci‘anSﬂI I~ | b
of workers or plant with no intervening barrier @
with @ maximum length of 500m. 40RW must Q
be placed as per TCAWS V 6.1 Section 4.5.5

The on siﬁ'supervlsor is to
adjust the delineation,

_\ work area and signage
-t

==

S0 1o b placed 1o bestsut road condions snd.
envronmact. Sgns and devces & 1 be powtonss.
1 acordanc win oleances shown n secton 7103

o suit the works being performed
as per the TCAWS.

Photo B10(c)(ii)-2: Speed limit sign posted to remind road users of safe driving
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Photo B10(c)(ii)-3: Safety barriers installed to separate pedestrian pathways from vehicle access routes
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Photo B10(c)(viii)-1: Mud tracking minimal on Calala Lane

(55 J
R |
CALALA BESS TR
Surveillance ’ ! Rk e o
U H F 65 Camera In Use if
ALL VISITORS MUST REPORT TO THE SITE OFFICE TO SIGN-IN AND :
COMPLETE THE PROJECT SITE INDUCTION PRIOR TO ENTRY ONTO THIS SITE

DANGER> MINIMUM PPE REQUIRED

CONSTRUCTION SITE| @
AUTHORISED PERSONNEL OWLY

SITE MANAGER: - PETER JEFFORD 049!
9 97/
P';?}'EEE,L gl::a(;gn: LUKE PERABO 0427 asg ::;
R: JARR
NSW CONSTRUCTION MANAGER. PETEROISAE:TBIS 3353 ;?3 ?2:

STRIVE FOR SAFETY EXCELLENCE
TERVENE DATE -p
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Photo B10(d)-2: Contents of Project Induction include a chapter on Safe Driving Induction

Calala BESS
Safe Driving Induction

Reportspam  Add contact

Thursday 21 Aug « 7:02 am
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Photo B11-1: Weekly Site Inspection Checklist

Calala BESS Weekly Site Inspection @

Details
Created at 2B/08/2025 08:50:58 by GGG
Completed at
Last medified 2BJOB/2025 09:02:06 by GEE
Status. In Progress
Respondent ——
Division HSE
Business unit HSE
Region New
Deparment Qperations
Project Calala BESS

Contractor Company

Score

Weekdy Site Inspecti

Current Operational focus areas

Housekeeping
Bins emptied reqularly
Site offices dlean and tidy
Kitchen | Tea room area clean and tidy
Adequate drinking water

Tollets clean and tidy, hand wash / tollet paper
avallable

Storage of materials.
Comments & Actions Required

Pisass explaln/describe the non-compilance and
capture any necessary actions.

Due date
15/08/2025

1D Actionee
190 shonelke glesson

Wiork areas free from tip hazards

Refuse | Scrap ramoved

Correct stacking of materials

Barricading erected | maintained

All site and construction signs, flagaing and
bunting erected / maintained

Sharp objects capped |.e. star pickets / fio bar
Elecrrical leads elevated above floor where
practical

Extension leads not absucting walk ways

Calala BESS Weekly Site Inspection

Any new areas of cultural significance
discaversd?

Are chemicals sulably bunded. stored and
lanelled?

Comments & Actions Required
Please axpisin/describe the non-comphiance and
capture any necessary actions

Due date
192 shonelle glesson 1510872025

Are stockplles adequately controlied from the
risk of deteriation?

1D Actionee

Comments & Actions Required
Please explain/desaribe the non-compliance and
capture any necessary actians

s the soll stockpie located In an approved
location (le. not n floodplain or wetiand or
resticted area)?

Are stockplles frae fram weed / seed? (ref @
site CEMP Appendix |

Are all light vehicies (LVs) clean and free of
soll, weed, and sesd material prior to ske
entry?

Has the top soll been appropriatsly segregated
from Sub soll and/or overburden?

s the site chemical spill kit accessible and
stockedi

Permit to Work/SWMS

Permits In place as required?
Permit conditions adhered tof

Permit understood by relevant persons?
Permit within expiry date?

Permit avallasie at location of works?
SWMS completed for high risk tasks?
Approved SWMS in place?

SWMS rafiect the task In progress?

Personnel signed onto comect SWMS?

Quality
Are IFC drawings identified and controlied as
required?
Are IFC drawings cument / drawing register up
to data?
Are transmittals received and scanned?
Are CPP's QA documents including ITC/ITP'S.
completed, checked, signed off, filed
appropriately?

Consobdated Power Projects

0%

Bulk Earthworks
Excavations
Concrete

Compliant
Compliant
Compliant
Complian:

Compliant

MNon-Compliant

Chemicals to be placed in chemical cupboard

Description Status
place haz chemicals In haz chem container Closed
Complian:
Complian:
Compliant
Compliant

Compliant

Compliant

Compliant

Compliant

1are Pinied sn September 3, 2025 1531

Compliant
Non-Compliant

place haz chemicals In haz chem container

Description Status.
place haz chemicals in haz chem container Closed
Partia-Complian:

Compliant

Compliant

YES

Compliant

Compliant

30r6 Pantsd on Sepmmbars, 2025 1522

Calala BESS Weekly Site Inspection @

Work benches clean and tidy
General

Adequate/ suiable PPE for task
Emengency siven tested and working comectly
Netice boards in place and used

WHS registers reviewed and amended &
SWMS / Permits

Fire extinuishers tagged and In dats | registar
up to date

First ald kits stocked and In prominent pesition

S05's reviewed / registers up to date
Tools and Equipment

Tools and equipment correctly stored
ALL Fixed RCDs are within test date

Elecrrical equipment tasted and tagged
ragister up to date

Lifting equipment tested and wgged / register
up to date

Ladders in gocd conditien / ragister up to date

Tools & Equipment are oparational and i good
conditien

Fauky tools and equipment placed in
quarantine

Environment
Any mechanical plant parked in drip-fines of
trees?

Are plant and machinery leaks evident? If so
are they being suitably deat with

Any No-Go zones breached?

Are sediment and erasien contol measuras
being maintaned?

Are water drainage measures being
mamtained?

Is the concrete washout suitable and working
sffectively?

Comments & Actions Required

Please explain/describe the non-compliance and
capture any necessary actions

Compliant

Compliant

Compliant

Compliant

Compliant

Compliant

Partial-Comphant

Place flagging around the concrete wash out. Clean & out, as its full of
water and place a “concrete washout sign”

ID Actionee Duedate Description Status
shonelle Place flagging around the concrete wash out. Clean It out, as its full of water and place

181 ieeson 13082023 - oncrete washout sign’ Clased
Are dust and alr quality control measures being Compliant
malntained?
Are solidiliquid wastes being managed Compliant
appropriately?

208 Pinted on Segiamber 9, 2025 1532

Calala BESS Weekly Site Inspection

Are Sub-Contractors QA documents Including
ITC/ITP'S complesed, checked, signed off, fied
appropriately

Have defective or non-conforming plant.
equipment or materials been isolated and
Iabelled ‘aut of service' or quarantine?

Mobile Plant

Qperator compatancies verfied?
Kepe clean, including EWP?

Dally pre start inspection chacklist completed
by operator?

Safety devices operational - seat beks / fire
extinguishers | reverse beeper | machine
gquards?

Plant Is within scheduled maintenance date?

Have ground conditions for Cranes been
assessed as adequate?
s a ift plan (basic, or detalled) in place?

Does the crane have a current *Crane Safe”
certificate?

Are Site Generators, free from leaksidamage,
fueled and in goed condition

Do sediment basins require maintenance

Is lighting diracted away from reflective
surfaces Copy

Are basins ful and requiring treatment and
discharge? If yes, check water quallty.

Are site access lacations free from mud or
excassive dirt on the local roads

s the extent of the disturbance area
markedffenced? Is fencing in good repair

Do plants on the visual bunds or offset area
require watering. new tree guards, or
replacement

Have any unexpected species of fauna been
identified / relocated / injured In the past week

s the Internal road sealed and in good
condition

Are noise controls instaled and effective?

s lighting directed away from reflective
surtaces

Does carpeoling need to be re-communicated
to workers

Has the weekly HV route been inspected and
documentsd

Summary

Do you have any additional comments, photos
or attachments to include (Optional)

Compliant

sars Panted an Segtembars, 2025 1522
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Calala BESS Weekly Site Inspection

Additional

‘é? Calala BESS Weekly Site Inspection

Risk controls

Phatos
Amachments
+ No flle attachments

Actions
Frst  Last Date Last
ID name name Duedate closed  Action description Status Comment
190 EE—— 15082025 ;:"g?‘i:” place haz chemicals in haz chem container Closed

191 eum—— 13082025 2508
o857

192 CENS—— 15/08/2025

Actions
ID: 190

Action ce: G

2025 Place flagging arund the concrete wash out. Clean ftout, oo
42 as its full of water and place a ‘concrate washout sign

2BIOBJ202% Lo e haz chemicals in haz chem container Closed
08:58:49

Due date: 15/06/2025  Status: Closad

Date closed:

28/08/2025

Action description: place haz chemicals In haz chem container

Atachments
- Nao flle amachments

ID: 191

Action ce: SRS

‘concrete washout sign’

Ammachments
+ No file attachments

Due date: 13/08/2025 Status: Closzd
Date closed:

28/08/2025
Action description: Place flagging amund the concrets wash cut. Chean It out, as its full of water and place 2

ID: 192
Actiones: EEE———

Due date: 15/08/2025 Status: Clossd
Date closed:
28/08/2025

Action description: piace haz chemicals In haz chem centainer

Aachments
+ No file attachments

sors Pnten an Sepmmrber, 2025 1522 sots Pantnd on Seommbars, 2025 1522
Photo B11-2: WHS Inspection Register
List Form Records
Filters applied
Project Calalz BESS
Form Calalz BESS Weekly Site Inspection
Form archived Mot Archived
Record archived Mot Archived
D Form Respondent Division Business unit Region Project Status Created at Attachments Asset - Asset Id ?5:::';‘ ':‘?s"a“”"
475 Calala BESS Weekly Jarrod Erbs HSE NSW Calala BESS Complete Photo-2025-07-30T08-
Site Inspection 1503 jpg Photo-2025-
07-30T08-14-39. jpg
Photo-2025-07-30T08-
11-27.jpg Photo-2025-
30708.07-25 [0
433 Calalz BESS Weekly Nigel Nalan HSE HSE NSW Czlalz BESS Complete 05/08/202512:16:51 IMG_0016.jpg
Site Inzpaction IMG_8625.pg
1MG_8633.pg
114G 8627.i02
499 Calala BESS Weekly Nigel Nolan HSE HSE NSW Calala BESS Complete 05/08/202512:57:08 IMG_0016.jpg
Site Inspection IMG_8628 jpz
IMG_8633 jpg
IMG_8633 jpg
IMG_8628 jpz
MG 16.ipe
507 Calalz BESS Weekly shonelle gleezon HSE NSW Czlalz BESS Mot started 07/08/2025 09:51:40
Site Inspection
557 Calala BESS Weekly Nigel Nolan HSE NSW Calala BESS Complete 19/08/2025 15:52:03  IMG_0073.jpg
Site Inspection IMG 0074.jpg
578 Calala BESS Weekly shonelle gleeson HSE HSE NSW Calala BESS Complete /08/2025 11:51:43
Site Inspection
573 Calalz BESS Weekly shonelle gleezon HSE HSE NSW Czlalz BESS Complete /08/202512:34:32 Photo-2025-08-27T12-
Site Inzpaction 56-25.pg Photo-2025-
08-27T12-56-36.jpg
Photo-2025-08-27T12-
56-16.jpg Fhoto-2025-
08-27T12-52-23 jpg
Photo-2025-08-27T12-
4138100
582 Calala BESS Weekly shonelle gleeson HSE HSE NSW Calala BESS Complete 28/08/2025 08:30:19
Site Inspection
583 Calalz BESS Weekly shonelle gleezon HSE HSE NSW Czlalz BESS In progress 28/08/2025 08:50:58

Site Inspection
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Photo B11-2: Works in progress for establishing the vegetation buffer




Calala BESS Independent Environmental Audit (2025)

Photo B12-1: Early works involving BESS preparation, with further excavation occurring for constructing
bioretention basin

- ————

- —— > —
e — - - - -
e = ~ e e AR
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Photo B13-2: Vegetation Management Zone 1 towards north-west and north-east section of the site
consisting of woody vegetation salvaged. Source: Biodiversity Management Baseline Data Report, AEP, Rev
01, 19 August 2025.

Plate 7 - Salvaged woody habitat in VMZ1

. Q~QG‘J
5 _-.»--—"“ et
a3 - . =
T =

Photo B13-3: Habitat tree located outside the footprint beside the temporary car park entrance flagged for
protection.




Calala BESS Independent Environmental Audit (2025)

Photo B13-4: Trees retained along the perimeter fence

Page F38



Calala BESS Independent Environmental Audit (2025)

Photo B13-5: Summary of Habitat Assessment, AEP, 11 June 2025

<" AEP

Datas &
= Action Fauna Impacted and Outcome
Grass Frag occwred in dams, and some higher guality habilal in hydralines
(rafar Figure 1)
Localions of Marlh Wes! Regional Priarily woody weads wane recorded
(rafar Figure 2}

OBDS2025 Pre-clearance fauna habitat Ligl af birds and mammals observed on Sibe.

Herbaceous weed localions and densilies were mapped (reler Figure 3).

assassmant; Locations of prarity woody weads wara recorded (Figure 2). Herbaceous
Weed and diumal fauma weed densities ware mappad [Figure 3],
EUrEY,

Habitat assessment:

Mo hollow-bearing habital treas, stick nests, understoray shrubs, coarse woody debris or rock
outcrops were located on Site,

Other than approximately S00 + Grey-headed flying foxes (Pleropus poliocephalus) passing
overhead on the evening of May 9 and not utilising the Site, no threatened species were
observed during the diurnal or nocturnal surveys.

Mo amphibians were recorded with the identified footprint area of the road access corridor in
the morth across Calala Creek, Mo hydrolines or dams ocour within the development footprint,
One small muddy depression approximately 8m?®, approximately 2m inside the western
boundary of the proposed transmission line foolprint contained four calling frogs (being two
common species — Uperaleda laevigata and Crinia signifera). None werz able 1o be capiured
far relocation due to high rsk of injury if excavation was attempted, all being backwards-
burrowing, tiny {c.2.5cm) grey-brown species of ground frogs amongst dense groundcover of
native sadges (Fig. 1).

MNa resident nafive fauna was encountarad reqguinng ralocation; apart from tha small number of
comman amphibians (above), all species recorded on Site are highly mobile species. Field
hatbitat assessmant indicates low likelinood of encauntering any unrecorded native fauna during
clearing, particularly if the machine operators proceed slowly in potential habitat areas around
drainage lines and trees.

Incidental fauna were recorded as per Table 3.

Tree removal:

Al frees identified for removal, including the line of planted shelter fress on Category 1 land, were
inspected for potential hollows, nests, mistletoes and other habitat features. Mone were recorded.

Weed survey and mapping:

Az per s824 and Table 11 of the Biosis 2025 report, “Calala Baltery Energy Storage System
Biodiversity Management Plan for Equis Energy (Australla) (the BMP), the perormance target for weed
conirol is that “Priority weed species (listed in Appendix B) [are] maintained at =10% cover)”.

‘Weed mapping focused on Priorty Weeds under the North West Regional Strategic Weed Management
Plan 2023-2027 (LLS, 2022), conceniraling on retained araas.

Mo instances of weeds with a Biosecurity Duty category of Prohibited Matler or Control Order
wara recorded.

All instances of weeds with a Bicsecurity Duty category of Regional Recommended Measure
were recorded and mapped with GPS, including combined foliage cover of all weeds within a

5565 Tomwarth Calofe HESS Fre-cearance z fune 2025
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Photo B13-6: BMP area displayed on signboard at site office

BMP MZs
MI1 - Calala Creek vegetanion and
Dutter

50 M22 - BSS lek Category 1 lans
=1 MI - Transmission bee ang
' butfered lands CT 599 ONG

(3 WA Brgmancs Lane PCT 5
Woodand and buffered landt

MIS - Lands cutude disturbance
BW

‘N

' H 3§
%p

b
Logend
T3 8P area
mwmmmm
ne)

Develcpment layeut
= Tracamission Sne (1o be instalied)
[ No-Go rone
Woady vegetation (Cat-1 lands)
Remove
7 Retan
Vegetation zones (Blosts)
B PCT 599 Woosand
1 PCT 59, ONG
| KT 84.0NG
I Category ¥ Land

Photo B13-7: Advisory sign to inform vehicle drivers of ensuring clean vehicle entry to site

.‘.J
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Photo B14-1: Retirement of biodiversity credits effected by a payment pursuant to Section 6.33 of the
Biodiversity Conservation Act 2016 (NSW)

w Eiudiversity
onservation
ﬂé..w Trust

Statement confirming payment into the

Biodiversity Conservation Fund for an offset obligation
Pursuant to section §.33 of the Blodiversity Conservalion Act 20718, the NSW Biodiversity Conservation Trust confirms that
the following payments have been made into the Biodiversity Conservation Fund under section 6.30(1) of the Act to satisfy
an obligation to retire biodiversity cradiis.

|Pi|rrnentmade by CALALA COMMUON ASSETCO FTY LTD
|Date received 14052035
|I|$w statutory obligation reference’ 550-52786213
|Emnmnwzalth EPBC Act controlled action reference [if applicable)” Mo
|BCT Reference BLFE0E
|Bindiversity credit retirement obligation: satisfied by payment to the Bisdiversity Concervation Fund:
EPBLC Act Cost per
Hnlledl per " Total payment per credit
giodiversity credit type Ot tradine erou Action n‘""' tee
{Credit ID and name) E gToup offset .
shbligation
L |(exc. sy [ S5T)
599 - Blakely's Red Gum - Yellow Box |1 1e box - Yellow Box - Blakely's Red
rassy tall woodland on flats and hills in Gum Grassy Woodiand and Derived
Bresy —— Native Grassland in the NSW Morth Mo 12 | 407650 $130,448,00
the Brigalow Belt South Bioregion and
HBndensr Biaregion Coast, New England Tableland,
BB Mandewar, Brigalow Belt South, Sydney
White Boo - Fellow Box - Blakely™s Aed
5949 - Blakely's Red Gum - Yellow Box Gum Grassy Woodland and Derlved
grassy 1all woadland an flats and kills in [Mative Grassland in the NSW North
M 1 4,076.50 G6.50
the Brigalow Belt 5outh Bioregion and  |Coast, New England Tableland, " ® 407
Mandewar Bioreglon Mandewar, Brigalow Belt South, Sydney
Bavsiny. South E it NEW
(84 - River Oak - Rough-barked &pple -
rad gum - box riparian tall woodland
4
{wetland] of the Erigalow Belt South Eastern Riverine Forasts < 50% cleared Mo 2 58,502.42 517,004.8
|Bioregion and Nandewar Bioregion
Total (Exc. G5T) 5151,529.34
GST 515,152.94
Total {Inc. G5T) 5166,682.28

YL a—

Emily MeCosker zomsmzazs
Director Strategy & Finance

" This refers io ailher; a development application nember for a development congant under Parl 4 of the  Envirosmmental Planing and Assessment Acl
1873 (EP&A Act), a Slabe significant infrastruciure approval under the previous Fart 5.1 (now Fart 5, Divigion 5.2) of the EF&A ACL, & dedson of &
datarmining authonty o carmy out or approve the camying cut of an actreity under Part § of the EPSA Act, or & bichank statement number or

biadiversity cerdificalion nurmber,

! This rafars o a controliad action undar the Commonwaalth Envicnmental Profection and Biodversity Consenvation Act 1995 for which a
Eaodiversily affzal ohligation has baen met hrough payment inla the BCF.

MEW Biadiversily Consarvaticn Trust

Paostal addrees: Locked Bag 8022, Paramama MNEW 2124 | ABM 37 151 22 702 | bot nsw . gov.au

Page 1 of 1 Pages
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Photo B15-1: Biodiversity credit retirement — confirmation email

Calala Battery Energy Storage System - Biodiversity credit retirement Sect 6.33 Cert

-]

If you have any enquiries, please contact Keren Halliday at KEREN HALLIDAY@DPIE. NSW.GOV AU.
Wk

GOVERNMENT

Subscrive to

This email s intended for the addressee(s) named and may contain confidential andior privileged information.

Ifyou are not the intended recipient, please nofif the sender and then delete it immediately

PLEASE GONSIDER THE ENVIRONMENT BEFORE PRINTING THIS EMAIL

Photo B16-1: Planning Secretary’s approval of Biodiversity Management Plan, Final Version 5, dated 5 June
2025)

Department of Planning, Housing and Infrastructure m

—_—

GOVERNMENT
Our ref: 35D-52786213-PA-3
Elizabath Zorondo
Approvals and Permit Compliance Manager
The Trustee for Equis Energy (Australia) Ngumi 4 Asset Trust
36 The Esplanade
Brighton, VIC, 3186

10/06/2025

Subject: Calala BESS —Biodiversity Management Plan
Dear Me Zorondo

| refer to your request for approval of the Biodiversity Management Plan (Final Version 5, dated 5 June
2025) submittad to the Dapartment of Planning, Housing, and Infrastructure (the Deparimeant). Il is noted
that the Biodiversity Management Plan applies to the entire Site Boundary as shown in Appendix 1 of the
Development Consent.

The Department has carefully reviewed the document and is satisfied that it meets the requirements of
the relevant condifions in consent 33D-52786213. Accordingly, as nominee of the Planning Secretary, |
approve the Biodiversity Management Plan (Final Version 5, dated 5 June 2025).

You are reminded that if there are any inconsistencies between the plan and the conditions of approval,
the conditions prevail. Please ensura you make the document publicly available on the project website at
the earliest convenience.

If you wish to discuss the matter further, please contact Keren Halliday on (02) 8280 8444,

Yours sincerely

/¢ '*
d__ : 'Q.Jq_"'-n-.,
hvan Davies

Director

Energy Assessmenis

As nomines of the Planning Secratary

4 Parramatla Square, 12 Darcy Skheel, Parramatia NSW 2150 e dphinsw gy 1
Locked Bag 5022, Parramatia NSW 2124
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Photo B16-2: Signages to differentiate the vegetation management zones dominating the site and the
surroundings
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Photo B16-3: No-Go Zone established to delineate environmental sensitive area

Photo B16-4: Topsoil is stockpiled separately from other excavated materials to ensure proper segregation
and preservation

Photo B20-1: Toolbox talks stored in internal directory system

Name ~ Status Date modified Type Size
@ 1-8-2025 flood mitigation.pdf @ 1/08/2025 7:14 AM Foxit PDOF Reader ... 210KB
@ 53-8-2025 Concrete boom pump.pdf [} 7/08/2025 10:58 AM Foxit PDF Reader ... 333KB
@ 8-8-2025 Biesecurity Weeds coming into spring.pdf [a} 7/08/2025 12244 PM Foxit PDF Reader ... 243 KB
@ 08-08-2025 Biosecurity Weeds coming into Spring - signed.pdf (&) 8/08/2025 11:14 AM Foxit PDF Reader ... 315KB
@ 22-08-2025 Crystalline Silica Exposure.pdf (&) 25/08/2025 8:38 AM Foxit PDF Reader ... 403 KB
@ 27-8-2025 Noise Control on Construction Sites.pdf [a) 27/08/2025 8:10 AM Foxit PDOF Reader ... 283 KB
@ FRM-5028 Biosecurity, Weeds coming into spring.docx [&] 7/08/2025 12:44 PM Microsoft Word D... 1,345KB
@ Toolbox 13-8-2025 - Back Incident.pdf @ 19/08/2025 12:35 PM Foxit PDF Reader ... 204 KB
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Photo B22-1: Water carts available on site to suppress dust
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Photo B26-1: Chance Finds Protocol provided in the EMS implemented for development

10. Heritage management measures
_ - Avoid damage or disturbance of hentage items

Targets — No damage to heritage tems
— Al site staff and contractors tranad on unexpected finds protocol

Table 10.1 Heritage management measures
[No [Comrol | Reference | Timing | Responsiiity | Recond |
H1 Train all staff on responsibilities, legisiaton, - Construction | Site Manager Inducton
location of identified Aboriginal heritage sites, and
areas of archaeological sensitivity and basic training
identification skills and the requirements of the records
EMS through inductions, toolboxes, and targsted
tranng
H2 Should unanticipated Aboriginal or historica Section8.3.3 Construction | Site Manager Incident
archaeology be discoverad the Chance Find of the EIS and records
Procedure (Appendix C) will be implemented Condition B28
Chancs Finds
Protocol -
Abonginal
Heritage
H3 Erect flagging or fencing o delineate the extent of | Condition B25 | Construction | Site Manager Photos
the development footprint and signs to highlight Protection of
that the area outside the flagging is 2 'no-go Heritage ltems
zone
=4 Provide a copy of the Abonginal Cultural Hentage | Secton 823 Construction | Principal ACHA
Assessment (ACHA) to the registered Abonginal of the EIS and
parties Operation

Keep the registered Aboriginal parties informed
about the management of Abonginal cultural
henitage sites within the study area throughout the
life of the project.

GO | Equs Energy (Austalla) | 12040508 | Envronmental Maragement Strategy .|

Photo B26-2: Consultation held with the Department to obtain agreement on the Chance Finds Protocol.
(Source: Equis Energy Stakeholder Engagement Register)

CALALA BESS - 35D
Updated: August 2025
Required under Condition A13

1.1 summary of Consultation

ltem Stakeholder Consultation Type of Topic Outcome of consultation Matters resolved/ Disagreement
Date Consultation unresolved remaining and
how this is
addressed
20 CPHI 28 January Major Projects Chance Finds Written approval received from DPHI Matter resolved. MNone.
2025 Portal Protocol to confirm that the Chance Finds

Protocol meets the requirements of
Condition B24 of the consent.
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il

Photo B26-3: Correspondence record provided in Appendix 3 Agency Consultation, EMS

<Islabbert@tract.net.au>
Subject: RE: Chance Finds Protocol

Thanks kindly for your prompt response Katie.

The team will speak with the relevant consultant to amend the Plan to align with your comments.

Best Regards,

Elizabeth Zorondo (RPIA)
Approvals and Permit Compliance Manager

,
¥ Equis
WWW,eQUIS.COM.aU
Mobile +61 499 630 096
Ground Floor
36 Esplanade Brighton
Melbourne VIC 3186

Planning
Institute
\istral

CLEAN
C e AL

HEMBER

DISCLAIMER: This e-mail contains proprietary information some or all of which may be legally privileged anddor is confidential. Itis solely
for the use of the intended recipient. If an addressing or transmission error has misdirected this e-mail, please delete this message
immediately and notify the author by return e-mail. Opinions, conclusions and other information in this message that do not relate to the
official businass of Equis shall be as neither g Equis.

From: Katie Weekes <katie weekes@dpie nsw gov au>
Sent: Friday, 10 January 2025 2:20 PM
To: Elizabeth Zorondo <Elizabeth Zorondo @equis.com>; Gerrit Prent <gerrit prent @equis.com>; Leonard Slabbert

<Islabbert@tract net au>
Subject: Chance Finds Protocol

[CAUTION: [EXTERNAL] - This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Good afterncon,

| am reviewing the Chance Finds Protocol prepared in accordance with Condition B26 and have a few minor
comments on the document that | was hoping you could have a look at.

The first being Chart 1 below. If you could expand the first box to show the rest of the wording:

Photc_) B27-1: Erosion and Sedi

1ent Control F[’]Ian prepared

ic faund, notfy

Chart1  Unexpected find protocol flow chart

The second guestion/comment is in relation to the study area shown in the figures. This doesn’t align with the
development footprint or the site boundary shown in Appendix 1 of the consent.

My concern is that there will be confusion regarding the approved area where works can be undertaken.

| will be sending a minor RFl via the Major Projects Portal summarising the above comments.

If you could please review the Chance Finds Pratocol and resubmit the latest version, including a track change
version.

If you have any questions, please feel free to give me a call.
Regards, Katie

Katie Weekes

AfTeam Leader — Post Approvals

Energy, Resources and Indusiry | Planning and Assessment
Department of Planning, Housing and Infrastructure

P (02) 4827 3223 | E katie weekes@)dpie nsw.qov au
PO Box 1226 | Newcastie NSW 2300
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Photo B27-1: Erosion and Sediment Control Plan prepared by Certified Practitioner (page 2)
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Photo B27-1: Erosion and Sediment Control Plan prepared by Certified Practitioner (page 3)
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Photo B28-1: Strawbales installed across the swale (diversion drain) to reduce water velocity and promote
sediment settling

Photo B28-2: Erosion and Sediment Control Plan — Creek and Culvert Section (1/2)
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Photo B28-2: Erosion and Sediment Control Plan — Creek and Culvert Section (2/2)
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Photo B28-4: Rock-lined perimeter drain and the newly built culvert crossing

Photo B28-5: Erosion and sediment control measures in place, including a silt fence near a gravel access
road and open grassy area.
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Photo B30-1: Informally approved Fire Safety Study developed in consultation with FRNSW

Y& EQuIs

R

Fire Safety Study
Calala Battery Energy Storage System

Document Originator
Company Name: CIK Fire & Safety Pty Ltd for EQUIS Australia Management Pty Ltd
Document Number: 2023-227 141 1
Revision: Final Draft

Project Spedific Document Details
Principal: Equis Energy Australia (Calala [A1/AZ] Asset CT) Py Ltd as trustee for Calala [A1/A2] Asset Trust
Contractor: CJK Fire & Safety Pty Ltd
Contract Number: 2023-227.1-V1.1
Document Humber: CAL/00/P/00-FF/RPT/0001

Revision: E

Document Review

ibil Name Title Signature

Prepared by Christina Knorr CIK Fire & Safety Pry Ltd
Reviewsd by Gerrit Prent Senior D Planner
Approved by Vincenzo di Gennaro Director, BESS and Solar D

Document History
Revision Update  Details Date
A Major __First Draft 09/07/2024
3 Major  Draft2 25/09/2024
c Major __Final 25/11/2024
[ Minor 02/08/2025
E Minar FRNSW comment 03/04/2025
Decumen Tite: Fire Safety Study Pazelofl

Tempiate Name: 20250809_Cover Page

CK

FIRE & SAFETY

Fire Safety Engineering

Phone: (481 402 220
Email: adming@kfreandsafety.com au
Web: cikfreandsfety.com.au

CALALA BESS
474 CALALA LANE
CALALA NSW 2340

FIRE SAFETY STUDY

Report No: 2023-227.1-V1.1

Photo B30-1: Letter from the Department requiring submission of the Fire Safety Study for Planning
Secretary’s approval prior to commencing Stage 1c

Department of Planning, Housing and Infrastructure Y
Wik
NSW
GouERNMENT
Our ref: SSD-52786213-PA-13

Elizabeth Zorondo

Approvals and Permit Compliance Manager

The Trustee for Equis Energy (Australia) Ngumi 4 Asset Trust
36 The Esplanade

Brighton, VIC, 3186

10/06/2025

Subject Calala BESS - Request fo further stage development
Dear Ms Zorondo

| refer to your letter dated 28 May 2025 regarding staging the construction of the Calala BESS (SSD-
52786213-PA-13). tis understood that Equis is seeking the Planning Secretary’s agreement to construct
the BESS in two stages due to commercial offtake arrangements. i is proposed to construct the first
stage of 250MW followed by a second stage of SOMW _ It is noted that the Fire Safety Study (FSS) will be
prepared for the entire project (300MW ).

The Department has carefully considered your request and is satisfied they are necessary to ensure the
timely delivery of the project. Accordingly, as nominee of the Planning Secretary, | agree to the
construction of the BESS in two stages including an initial 250MW followed by SOMW .

| also consider that it is necessary to stage the development as follows:
+ Stage 1a: commence road upgrades or maintenance works to the public road network,
ildir il surveys, i 1 of fencing, artefact survey andlor salvage, overhead
line safety marking and geotechnical driling andior surveying;
+ Stage 1b: commence construction including but not limited to, the carrying out of any earthworks

on site and installation of any ancillary infrastructure (excluding the battery storage as defined the.
development consent);

= Stage 1c: continue construction including works associated with the BESS;

* Stage 1d: continuation of BESS construction including movement of heavy vehicles requiring
escort during construction as described in Condition B1 of Schedule 2 of Consent;

* Stage 2- BESS Operation; and

* Stage 3: BESS Decommissioning.

The FSS must be approved by the Planning Secretary, including written confirm ation from FRNSW that it
meets the requirements, prior to Stage 1c and the delivery, storage or installation of any batteries on site.
I note that the commencement of any construction activities associated with the battery energy storage
system, including frenching, cabling, or laying of battery concrete foundations is undertaken at your own
risk of potential re-design requi 1ts required by the '_‘|FSS

3 Panamatia Square, 12 Darcy Steet, Pamamatia NSW 2150 wwnw.dphinsw goua
T

Locked Bap 5022, Pamamatta NSW 212

It is noted that all other management plans should be prepared in accordance with the requirements of
the consent, including consultation and engagement with relevant agencies and representatives.
If you wish to discuss the matter further, please contact Keren Halliday on 02 8289 6444.

Yours sincerely
‘, N 5

/e

/ ?:*\ I,
wan Davies
Director
Energy Assessments

As nominee of the Planning Secretary

Photo B31-1: Chemical products including oils, sealants and lubricants kept in storage cabinet
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Photo B33-1: Muster point located near site access point
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Photo B33-2: Toolbox alert — Emergency drill

Emergency Response Review 6‘ 5

I

UHF CH 65 broadcast emergency
Ensure 1 x muster points are accounted front gate
Reoil call

Communicate to workers:

Locations of emergency response posters in 3 x crib rooms. (.0 emergency response details, nearest hospital,
medical , names of first aiders, fire wardens and project addressfocation.

'T:emmsolallmanm send a worker to the front gate 1o wave down the ambulance. Escort ambulance
Make the Injured worker comfortable, first aiders to attend. Shade hut, water, blankets, trauma kit etc...

Location of first aid kit, de-fib, trauma kit, first aid kit, snake bite kit.

Project address Is: 474 Calala Lane NSW.

Emergency Drill Sequence

'oundsd & ]2+ s:

Personnel responded )(‘j‘

Area checked for danger (,_"

Evacuations / Treatment commenced S

Area cleared of personnel Y<£

Personnel armive at Emergency Muster Point Front gote — Jef
Evacuation / Treatment completed >e¢c =

Emergency Drill completed Yoo

Persons with disabilities accounted for
Visitors accounted for ar e
All personnel accounted for at Emergency Muster Point e §— (Pre— Srort gol{la
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Photo B36-1: Cover page and document history of the Accommodation and Employment Strategy
acknowledged by the Department.

[ —
GHD)
Accommodation and
Employment

Strategy

Calala Battery Energy Storage System

Equis Energy Pty Ltd
09 May 2025

—» The Power of Commitment

s4

s4 1 D. Sanson D. Scott | D. Scott 21103725
L. Harding |

s4 2 O. Sanson D. Scott | 0. Scott 0410412025

s4 3 L. Harding D. Scott Joxt | D.Seott Bt 000572025

GHD Pty Ltd |ABN 39 008 488 373

133 Castlereagh Street, Level 15
Sydney, New South Wales 2000, Australia
T +6129239 7100 | F +612 94750725 | E sydmail@ghd.com | ghd.com

© GHD 2025

This document is and shall remain the property of GHD. The document may only be used for the purpose for
which it was andin with the Terms of for the z L

use of this document in any form whatsoever is prohibited.

=) The Power of Commitment

Photo B36-2: Letter of acknowledgement of the AES from the Department
b ." L4
Department of Planning, Housing and Infrastructure R“\’\s!'lw’

GOVERNMENT

QOur ref: S5D-62786213-PA-7

Elizabeth Zorondo

Approvals and Permit Compliance Manager

The Trustee for Equis Energy (Australia) Ngumi 4 Asset Trust
36 The Esplanade

Brighton, Victoria, 3186

14/5/2025

Subject: Accommodation and Employment Strategy - Calala BESS

Dear Ms Zorondo

This letter is to acknowledge receipt of the Accommadation and Employment Strategy for the Calala
BESSdated @ May 2025 (Version 3

The Department has no approval role or comments on the document at this time.

You are reminded that if there are any inconsistencies between the Strategy and the conditions of
approval, the conditions prevail.

If you wish to discuss the matter further, please contact Keren Halliday on 02 8289 6444,

Yours sincerely
N
pIEANE
TR
Iwan Davies

Director

Energy Assessments As nominee of the Planning Secretary

4 Parram:
Locked Be

2 Darcy Street, Parramatta NSW
i2124

www.dphinsw.gov.au 1
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Photo B35-1: Waste segregation implemented on site during construction

Narme: Calala BESS Project Number: 13059 Site M: : _Peter Jefford

[Note: Al loads wil be inspected by a CPP representative (o thoir delegate) pror to leaving Sie
D. Time Load Inspected

SQE Advisor: Jarrod Erbs

Vehide | Waste Type Regulated | Disposal (Disp) Point - Full address | Disp | Disp Cert Comments
cton ¥ Rao Waste Code (Mus of N
if applicable (V/N) T/M3

be approved site) Cert

Disp
30/06/2025 Peter Jefford | XO11TG | General Waste NA
11/07/2025 Peter Jefford X0117G  General Waste NA 123A Forest Rd Tam Waste Management
15/07/2025 Peter Jefford XO98NZ Sey 30xY Westdale sewage treatment plant
17/07/2025 Peter Jefford XO11TG  General Waste NA 123A Forest Rd Tam Waste Management

21/07/2025 Peter Jefford XO98ENZ Septc 30Xy Westdale sewage treatment plant
| 23/07/2025 Matt Jenkins X0111G Concrete AL 123A Forest Rd Tam Waste Management
| 30/07/2025 Matt Jenkins  XO111G | Concrete Al 123A Forest Rd Tam Waste Management

02/08/2025 Peter Jefford Septic 30%Y Westdale sewage treatment plant

1 Matt Jenkins. 3 Concrete AL 123A Forest Rd Tam Waste Management

Peter Jefford Sepbc 30xY Westdale sewage treatment plant

Peter Jefford X0111G Steel NA 22 Bass St Tam Rural Scrap

Peter Jefford X0117G6 Concrete Al 123A Forest Rd Tam Waste Mansgement

Peter Jefford  XO98NZ Sepuc | 30xY Westdale sewage treatment plant

Peter Jefford X0117G Steel NA 22 Bass St Tam Rursl Scrap.

Please see nk above
Peter Jefford | X011TG  Genesal Waste NA 123A Farest Rd Tam Waste Managoment Plosad 568 Bk hare
Peter Jefford

Please see lnk above
Peter Jefford Please see ink above
Petes Jefford Please see Ink above
Peter Jefford Ploase see ik above
| Peter Jefford | Please see Ink above
Peter JeHord Ploasa see ink above
Peter Jedford Prease see Ink above
Peter Jelford I Please soe bk abave
Peter Jelford I Piease see ink above
Peter Jetford Piesse see ik above
| Peter Jefford I Please see Ik above
| Peter Jefford I I Flease see ik above
Peter Jetford

123A Forest Rd Tam Waste Management Waste tracking
Please sce Ink above
Please see ink above
Please see ink above
Please see ink above
Please see knk above
Please see knk above
Please see knk above
Please sce ink above
Please see bk above
Please see nk above
Please see fnk above
Pleasa see ok above

< << << << < < < <
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Photo B35-3: Waste docket for general waste (L) and Commercial & Industrial waste (R)

\. Tax Invoice
\ Tamwortl
Tax Invoice PO Box gsg'“re Management Fac{1icy
Tawworth Waste Managément Facility Taimworth Nsw 2340
0 Box 555 4
Tamvorch Nsw 2340 \ Fhone: 02 6767 5555
phone: U2 6767 5585 ;
\ )

ABN: 52 631 074 450 ¥ 52 631 074 450
Ticket No: 210132048~ ‘ :

| : ' o  210125925-Tw
Time Iin: 30/06/2025 11:37:09 A B R
Tiwe Out 30/06,/2025 12:04:57 #M
vyehicle Rego: L X01176
Client

arder - lob No:
EPA Permic No:

L )
Weigned waste ﬂ‘e

fow General waste RVCL

Lachlrems. - U Qry RGO
SROSS \wight: © o B.36u
TARE Weight: 7.54t
HET welght: 0.82t
frargeable wWeighe: 0.82t
Eaci-1tes Weighui— T

it cost:

council ree. -
Each 1tems:
-

Cartsge Discount:
Product Discount:
GsY ¢

tora’l Price:
B i R M B S B S

ihe Yotal price Includes GST ¢

Payments:
EFTFOS AUTH: 067782
Tetal Amount Tendered:
change Given:

oriver:  ——

Opurator: chioe S

Tamiorth Regional couricil
wasve Facility
Close each day at 4. 30pm
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Photo B35-5: Liquid waste disposal agreement

_‘mwonﬂl “"lc
& Liquip WASTE

355 Gowrie Rd Duri
NSW 2344
0417 098 484
Adam.punshon@outlook.com

Liquid waste disposal

This liquid waste disposal agreement is between Tamworth Septic & Liguid
Waste ABN 19 969 347 884 (EPA license No. 21511) and the below business.

Name: consoldaited power projects

ABN /ACN :

Site Address:474 Calala Lane Calala

Contact Na m-
Contact Number: —

Contact Email: (I @conpower com au

Waste Classification Code: 30XY

Total amount of waste per pump out (in Litres): 6000 Lt

Date: 14-07-2025

Signature:

This agreement allows for Tamworth Septic & Liquid Waste to dispose of
septic waste from temporary 6000It storage tanks below temporary ablution
blocks from the above listed site.

By signing this agreement Tamworth Septic & Liquid Waste agree that all
waste will be disposed of at a licensed disposal facility. This agreement shall
be in place for a period of 12 months from date of signing, this agreement
can be terminated at any time with 2 weeks notice in writing.

(AMWORTH SEpTc
& LiquiD WAST®

355 Gowrie Rd Duri
NSW 2344
0417 098 484
Adam.punshon@outlook.com

Liquid waste disposal

This liquid waste disposal agreement is between Tamworth Septic & Liquid
Waste ABN 19 969 347 884 (EPA license No. 21511) and the below business.

Business Name: Consolidated Power projects

ABN /ACN :

Site Address: 474 Calala Lane Calala
Contact Name: Peter Jefford

Contact Number: 0499 970 281

Contact Email: pjefford@conpower.com.au
Waste Classification Code: 30XY

Total amount of waste per pump out (in Litres):6000it
pate:_2/-©97 - 2025

Signature:

AMWORTH SEpy,..
& Liquip WASTE

355 Gowrie Rd Duri
NSW 2344
0417 098 484
Adam._punshon@outiook.com

Listed Licensed Disposal Facility

Tamworth Regional Council Westdale Waste Water treatment plant
Adam Punshon

Oowner / Operator
Tamworth Septic & Liquid Waste
ABN:19 969 347 884

Phone: 0417 098 484

{AMWORTH SEPT)
& Liquip WAST®

355 Gowrie Rd Duri
NSW 2344
0417 098 484
Adam.punshon@outlook.com

This agreement allows for Tamworth Septic & Liquid Waste to dispose of
septic waste from temporary 6000t storage tanks below temporary ablution
blocks from the above listed site.

By signing this agreement Tamworth Septic & Liquid Waste agree that all
waste will be disposed of at a licensed disposal facility. This agr shall
be in place for a period of 12 months from date of signing, this agreement
can be terminated at any time with 2 weeks notice in writing.

Listed Licensed Disposal Facility

Tamworth Regional Council Westdale Waste Water treatment plant
Wallamore Rd Westdale.

/ /Owner/ Operator
Tamworth Septic & Liquid Waste
ABN:19 969 347 884
Phone: 0417 098 484
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Photo B35-6: Invoice / statement from the waste transporter for the collection of large solid items like
wood, metal, etc.
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Photo C1-1: Environmental Management Strategy approved by the Department

Department of Planning, Housing and Infrastructure ‘\‘“’.
N

NSW
GOVERMMENT
OQur ref: SS0D-52786213-PA-10

Elizabeth Zorondo

Approvals and Permit Compliance Manager
The Trustee for Equis Energy (Australia) Ngumi € Asset Trust

36 The Esplanade
Brighton, VIC, 3186

13/06/2025

Subject: Enviranmental Management Strategy

Dear Ms Zorondo

I refer to the Environmental Management Strategy submitied fo the Depariment of Planning, Housing and
Infrastructure (the Department) as required under the conditions of consent for the Calala BESS (S3D-
S2TE6213). | also acknowledge your response to the Department’s review comments and request for
additional information.

The Department has carefully reviewed the document and is satisfied that it meets the reguiremeants of
the relevant conditions in the development consent.

Az nominee of the Planning Secretary, | conditionally approve the Environmental Management Strategy
(Fev 2) dated 12 June 2025 under Condition C1 of Schedule 2, noting that the Environmental
Management Strategy must be updated:;

« prior to carrying out any upgrading or decommissioning on site to detail the extent and scope of

the pre and post upgrading or decommissioning phase dilapidation surveys; and
#+ as required in accordance with the Development Consent.

Flease ensure you make the document and this approval letter publicly available on the project website at
the earliest convenience, You are reminded that if there are any inconsistencies betwesn the strategy and
the conditions of approval, the conditions prevail.

if you have any questions. please contact Keren Halliday, who can be contacted on 02 8289 G444,

Yours sincerely

Wpe

Wayne Jones
Team Leader - Post Approval
Energy Assessments

As nominee of the Planning Secretary

4 Parramalia Square, 12 Darcy Streal, Parramalta NSW 2150 el DN NS W G0 S 1
Locked Bag 5022, Parramatta MSW 2124
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Photo C7-1: Planning Secretary’s approval of commencement of early works
Department of Planning, Housing and Infrastructure “‘
W%
GOVERMMENT

Our ref: S5D-52788213-PA-14

Gerrit Prent
Senior Development Planner

The Trustes for Equis Energy (Australia) Ngumi 4 Asset Trust
36 The Esplanade
Brighton, VIC, 3186

10/06/2025

Subject: Calala BESS- Site access works and temporary facilities

Dear Mr Prant

| refar to your latter dated 4 June 2025 regarding the construction of the of the site access point and
temporary site establishment works.

It is understood that you are requesting the Planning Secretary's agreement to construct the site access
as shown in the drawing provided with your correspondence (CALAAQIB/UGU-EVD/OWG001) in addition
to initial site establishment works. The proposed works include:
+ installation of the site access point;
» topsoil stripping in the area identified for the access point, parking and temporary compound; and
+ establishment of temporary compound areas including the placement of crushed agaregate on
the access road and car parking for the initial works, installation of temporary buildings.

As previously agreed by the Planning Secretary in our comespondence of 7 Aprl 2025, the early site
establishment works can commence in parallel with the construction of the site access paoint to facilitate
the safe delivery of the access point off Calala Lane,

Please note that as the work described in your correspondence involves ‘construction activities' and
extands beyond the approved site access point shown in Appendix 4 of the Development Consent
(SSD-52786213), all pre-construction and construction requirements need to be completed and approved
as required by the development consent. This includes, but is not limited to, the preparation of all required
management plans and strategies, dilapidation surveys, and the retirernent of biodiversity credits that are
required prior to the commeancement of construction.

In considaring this request the Department has carefully reviewed the information provided, including
Tamwaorth Regional Council's agreement to the propasal.

As nominee of the Planning Secretary, in accordance with Schedule 2 Condition BE, | agree that the wark
identified as necessary to support the construction of the site access can ocour concurrenthy.

4 Parramalia Square, 12 Darcy Streel, Parramatta NSW 2150 i DN NS W.govaL 1
Locked Bag 5022, Permamatta NSW 2124

All pre-construction and construction requirements will need to be completed and approved as required
by the development consent prior to any work being undertaken on site,

The site access point off Calala Lane must be completed prior to Stage 1c.
if you wish to discuss the matter further, please contact Keren Halliday on (02) 8289644,
Yours sincerely

A

hwvan Davies
Directar
Energy Assessments

';i_M""-—-‘

As nominee of the Planning Secretary
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Photo C7-2: Notification sent to the Department sent prior to commencing construction

& EQuis

172025

twan Davies

Enargy Assassments

Dapartment of Flenning, Housing and Infrastructure:
compliance@planning.nsw.gov.su

Commencement of Construction | 550 527856213
Dear lwan,

Enquis is notitying the department that construction of the Calala BESS project will cemmence on
18 June 2025,

Staging of the project, and the parallel commancemant of construction activities within Stages
was approved by the Planning Sacretary on 10 June 2025, Works excluded by the definition of
“Construction” as defined the development conzent form part of Stage 1a activities, works that
fall within the definition of Construction form part of Stage 1b, with the exclusion of the battery
storage, Please note that Stage 1a works commanced yesterday, activities associated with this
stage will continue to rum in parallel with Stage 1 b censtruction works.

Stage 1a  commence road upgrades or maintenance works to the public road network,
building/froed dilapidation surveys, installation of fencing, artefact survey andsor
salvage, owarhaad line safety marking and geotechnical drilling andfor surveying;

Stage commence constiuction including but ot Limited to, the carrying out of any
T earthwarks on site and installation of any ancillary infrastructure (excluding the
battery storage as defined the development consent);

The following management plans required prior to construction commencing have been
approved:

Traffic Management Plan, Stage 1a and 2

Biodiversity Management Plan, Stages 1 &2

Chanee Finds Protocol, all stages

Accommodation and Employment Strategy, Stages 1 &2
Environmental Management Strategy, Stages 1842

* e e o

Equis will provide further notifization prior to the commencement of Stage 1¢ in sccordance with
Cenzent Condition C7.

Equis Erargy {Australia) Projects (Nigami 4) Pry Lid

a8 trustes for the Equis Enargy (Australia) Ngumi 4 Asset Trust
Aaratralian Compisy W BST 500175

, Brighton, 3136, VIC, Australia

& EQuis

Should you require further Information, please do not hesitate to contact me directly at

Yours Sincerely,

fatl

Gerrit Prent

Senior Development Plannes
P: #1409 240 862

E: gerrit. prant@equis.com

@8 trusten for the Equis Enargy [Australis] Ngumi 4 Asset Trust
Basstralinn Compaey Numbar: ACH 857 580175
splanace, Brighton, 3186, WiC, Australin
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Photo C18-1: Project webpage containing approved documentation, plans and approvals

) https://www.equis.com.au/pin-projects/calala

The Calala Battery Energy Storage
System will allow for increased solar

m and wind energy to be integrated
® into the grid helping to reduce
volatility and lower electricity prices.

¥ THE LOCAL
COMMUNITY

AND ENVIRONMENT

Equis Australia x 6843811fbc8822e261deB5dc £ X | +

C @R % equiscom.au/pin-projects/calala

[ Folder &

Approvals and compliance

Partnering and memberships

& CLEAN a
C ENERGY e Kinaway
. COUNCIL nve ou
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